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Justice for George Floyd Now!

Thousands gathered outside for George Floyd Memorial Srevive in Minneapolis, Minn. on June 4.
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Outrage & anger on the
streets of Twin Cities

Outside a police precinct during protests in Minneapolis on May 28.
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As we go to press, Minneapolis’s racist
murderer cop Derek Chauvin has been
arrested and is now charged with seconddegree murder, upgraded from initial
charges of third-degree murder and manslaughter, after more than a week of sustained, massive nationwide and
international protests.
The three other cops who participated
in the murder have also been arrested
and charged with aiding and abetting
murder as a result of the sustained demands of protesters. —The Editor
BY LISA LEONARD
As I sit and finish this today, residents
of my community in South Minneapolis
are facing off against police for the third
day in a row to protest the murder of
George Floyd, an unarmed Black man.
Millions soon after watched in horror and
disgust as a bystander-filmed video went
viral, graphically showing police officer
Derek Chauvin kneeling on George
Floyd’s neck for eight minutes while
Floyd pleaded repeatedly, “I can’t
breathe!” and “Mama, they’re going to
kill me.” Chauvin lynched Mr. Floyd on

a busy street in broad daylight, while
three other officers joined in the lynching, with two kneeling on Mr. Floyd’s
back and legs to keep him pinned down,
while the third kept away concerned resident onlookers.
And what was George Floyd’s crime?
Nothing more than allegedly passing a
counterfeit $20 bill at the local corner
store to buy a pack of cigarettes. Floyd
was unemployed at the time as a result of
the COVID-19 pandemic.
When state prosecutor Mike Freeman,
who had seen the murder video, was
questioned why Chauvin had not been arrested or charged he responded. “That
video is graphic and horrific and terrible,
and no person should do that. But my job,
in the end, is to prove that he violated a
criminal statute, and there is other evidence that does not support a criminal
charge.”
Other evidence? Freeman declined to
present it. His outrageous statement
served to fuel new and more intense protests, so much so, that local officials pre-
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Science is science. Academics at Yale
and George Mason University released
joint polling that shows 73 percent of
Americans believe climate change is occurring with a majority believing it to be
a “clear and present threat to the health
of people in their community.” In their
study it was found that the government’s
bungled response to the COVID-19 pandemic may have solidified support for
climate science because the public
thinks “science matters.” On the other
hand, only 10 percent of Americans now
believe that global warming is not happening – about near the number that
thinks the Earth is flat.
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Renewable energy is divine. Volunteers carting solar energy equipment
trekked for 10 days up 13,000 feet to the
Himalayan area of Ladakh in remote
northern India. Installing a 250-watt
solar panel, 20 bulbs and a streetlight,
their efforts illuminated the hillside
monastery as well as the village lanes
below it. One of the trekkers noted that
the locals offered “whoops and cheers
knowing that eight hours of light every
day was now assured.” As for the
monks, it is “now easier to pray and
chant.” Prayers answered.
Can’t get charged up about electric
cars. Current and potential electric car
owners in dense urban areas bemoan the
scarcity of electric charging stations in
their neighborhoods, particularly the
fast-charging units. The quickest DCcharging station costs a whopping
$100,000 to $150,000. Permits, siting
and construction in New York City can
drive up the cost to $1 million. Makes
public transportation, cycling or walking look better to urbanites every day,
you would think. And you don’t have to
search for a place to park.
Half-truths. The Trump EPA, at it
again. Another new rule imposed by the
EPA prohibits regulators from considering the cost of human health hazards
when analyzing mercury emissions from
coal-fired power plants. The EPA formula: Do not consider mercury poisoning, asthma, and heart attacks ($80
billion). Only consider the half-truth of
the matter – clean-up costs ($18 billion).
Then disallow the mitigation as being
too costly. Easy! But then again, saying
those who would jeopardize our health
in favor of profits are greedy businessmen is only a half truth. The other half
of the truth is that they are sociopaths
and criminals as well.
Feeling climate heat in the boardroom. JPMorgan Chase is the world’s
number one financier of fossil fuels. So,
it is at least interesting to witness the removal of former ExxonMobil CEO Lee
Raymond from his leadership role on
the JPMorgan Board of Directors. According to climate activist Bill
McKibben, this “is the man who, more
than any other, exemplifies the fossil
fuel industry’s decades of climate denial....[H]e’s retreating under pressure
from the climate movement.” Whether
or not this will have a sobering impact
on JPMorgan Chase’s role in fostering
climate Armageddon, we can at least
join McKibben in a celebratory toast to
n
his win in this hard-fought battle.
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Mumia Abu-Jamal speaks

I Can’t Breathe — Part 2
BY MUMIA ABU-JAMAL
The furious struggle for justice for the late Eric
Garner took years – long, hard years by his family and
friends – before a bare pittance was granted in the belated decision to dismiss the cop who choked him to
death [on the streets of Staten Island, New York]. Uncharged, I might add. The name Eric Garner has become a catch-word for the state of Black America for
decades, if not centuries, who can barely breathe free
air.
The phone cam recording of the police killing of
George Floyd on the streets of Minneapolis, Minnesota, by a beefy cop putting his knee on the neck of
Floyd provides an eerie echo of Garner’s words from
at least five years before. I can’t breathe. Floyd, his
breath cut off, cries for the person who gave him life:
his mama. Within minutes, Floyd is gone.
Eric Garner was approached by a police squad after
a merchant complained that he was selling loosies, or

Eric Garner

single cigarettes.
Floyd was approached by several cops after a merchant claimed he passed a “forged” $20 bill. Think
about that.
Two men, two fathers, choked to death because of
merchant complaints about loose cigarettes and an alleged “fake” $20 bill. This is a statement about how,
in a capitalist society, merchandise is more important
than Black life.
George Floyd joined the collective he never wanted
to join and perhaps never expected to join. It is the roll
call of the dead caused by the state and a system of repression that is all-pervasive.
Does Black life matter? Not yet.
This commentary was originally published at PrisonRadio.org. and recorded by Noelle Hanrahan.

The Blue Plague and Black Death

BY GLEN FORD
George Floyd’s death by Blue Plague
in Minneapolis was widely condemned
by the same parties that have encouraged and funded the spread of the fatal
contagion.
The pathogen that kills Black people
at two and a half times the rate of whites
took the life of 46 year-old George
Floyd, this week in Minneapolis.
Floyd’s last words were, “I can’t
breathe,” much like the desperate utterances of plague victim Eric Garner,
struck down in 2014 in New York City.
Unlike the still raging Covid-19 virus,
which is virulent among Blacks of both
sexes, the Blue Plague is especially lethal to Black males of all ages. According to researchers at Rutgers University
and the University of Michigan, 1 in
every 1,000 black boys and men will be
fatally stricken by the Blue Plague at
some point in their lifetimes – at ages
ranging from 12 year-old Tamir Rice ,
snuffed out in Cleveland in 2014, to 50
year-old Walter Scott , who fell victim
to the pestilence in North Charleston,
South Carolina in 2015.
Covid-19 is categorized as a “novel,”
or new, virus, having mutated recently
from wild animals. But the Blue Plague
is a serial killer that dates back to the
slave patrols of the pre-Civil War South.
Indeed, the first vector of the Blue
Plague has been traced back to Charleston, South Carolina, which established
a paramilitary force called the City
Guard in 1783, primarily to “police”
Black slaves – although the term police
had not yet been invented.
The City Guard helped suppress
the Denmark Vesey slave rebellion in
1822 – a success that is believed to have
led to the mutation of slave patrols into
full-fledged vectors of Black death in

cities across the nation, not just the
South.
“The Blue Plague is especially lethal
to Black males of all ages.”
Researchers are hoping to find a vaccine for Covid-19, possibly within the
year, but the Blue Plague only grows
more deadly over time and enjoys a host
of immunities. Although Black people
had hoped that the historic expansion in
the number of Black elected officials
would create political antibodies to limit
the spread of the Blue Plague, the opposite has happened.
In 2014, just months before Michael
Brown’s life was cut short by the Blue
Plague, in Ferguson, Missouri, 80 percent of the Congressional Black Caucus
voted to continue funneling billions of
dollars in military weapons, gear and
training to local infestations of the
plague, despite ample evidence that
such infusions have made the scourge
even more toxic to Black life.
Four years later, 75 percent of the
Black Caucus voted to classify the Blue
Plague as a “protected class,” further
immunizing the disease from the possibility of cure. The Protect and Serve
Act of 2018 was “superfluous,” since
cops are already the most protected
“class” in the nation.
More radical thinkers, steeped in the
struggle against social pathogens, argue
that the virulence of the Blue Plague can
be weakened, at least among concentrated Black populations, through Black

Community Control of the disease.
A number of plague control formulas
have been put forward, but the Black
Misleadership Class, deeply embedded
in the Democratic Party, fiercely resists
any curb on the blue contagion, and actively encourages the spread of the disease among the federal secret police. In
March of this year, two thirds of the
Congressional Black Caucus joined
with a large majority of Democrats in
support of the wildly misnamed USA
FREEDOM Reauthorization Act, which
has since passed the Senate, as well.
Only 17 of the 50 full-voting Black
members of the House voted against the
law, which was supposed to expire this
year along with other provisions of the
infamous Patriot Act. As reported in The
Verge, the Act allows the FBI “to collect
‘tangible things’ related to national security investigations without a warrant,
requiring only approval from a secret
court that has reportedly rubberstamped many requests.”
These tangible things include spying
on targeted peoples’ web browsing
“without having to demonstrate that
those Americans have done anything
wrong,” in the words of Oregon Sen.
Wyden.
“The Black Misleadership Class,
deeply embedded in the Democratic
Party, fiercely resists any curb on the
blue contagion.”
The Blue contagion has spread around
the world as the United States deploys

its vast military as a kind of global police force, backed up by killer drones
that carry out White House authorized
executions in the far reaches of the
planet. President Barack Obama authorized a regular schedule of snuff jobs on
“Kill Tuesdays,” but President Trump’s
timetable is probably more erratic.
This being an election year, George
Floyd’s death by Blue Plague in Minneapolis was widely condemned by the
same parties that have encouraged and
funded the spread of the fatal contagion.
The Democratic mayor of the city
fired the four cops involved in crushing
Floyd’s neck, and Joe Biden, the presidential candidate who brags that he
“wrote” the Plague-proliferating 1994
Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act, tweeted that “George
Floyd deserved better and his family deserves justice. His life mattered.” But
Biden and his party’s history as vectors
of mass death say otherwise.
In the absence of an immediate cure, it
is certain that some endangered Black
males – and sisters, who are not immune to the ravages of the Blue Plague
– will resort to home remedies to ward
off the pestilence, as did Denmark
Vesey, Nat Turner and, more recently,
some brothers in Dallas and Baton
Rouge .
Glen Ford is Executive Editor of Black
Agenda Report. This article was originally published at BlackAgendaReport.com
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Outrage & anger breakout in Minneapolis & St. Paul
(continued from page 1)

vailed on Freeman to issue a retraction –
a statement that he had mistakenly chosen
the wrong words. He added that there
would be a full investigation that would
gather all the evidence. But he still refused to arrest Chauvin. It was only this
morning that authorities relented. Chauvin was arrested and charged with third
degree murder and manslaughter.
The charges came today, only after feelings of outrage and horror had boiled
over into the streets of Minneapolis as
thousands of protestors gathered at the
site of the murder to mourn Mr. Floyd’s
death and to demand justice for his family
and the millions of other Black and
Brown people who are profiled and
harassed by the police on a daily basis. “I
can’t breathe!” became a rallying cry for
thousands of people who came out despite the current pandemic.
What started as a massive peaceful gathering had turned deadly in the nighttime
hours Wednesday and Thursday, May 2728. A number of police-harassed people
rioted, looted and burned local stores outside of the Third Precinct Minneapolis
Police Station on Lake Street. Police in
riot gear fired hundreds of tear gas canisters, pepper bursting explosives and
rubber bullets into the crowd, while news
helicopters circled above.
One person was killed, shot by the
owner of a pawn shop he was allegedly
trying to loot. Looting and protests spread
to St. Paul and surrounding areas on
Thursday.
The National Guard has been called in
by city officials who are urging residents
to peacefully protest, and an 8 pm curfew
was implemented May 29 in Minneapolis
and St. Paul. City officials state that more
than 180 buildings have been set afire at
the time of publication.
On Friday morning, neighborhoods
awoke to apartments without power. Gas
lines had also reportedly been turned off
by local authorities, to prevent gas lines
being cut in order to fuel more fires.
Buildings were permeated from clouds of
smoke from the widespread fires, and
public transportation and mail delivery
was suspended. The city looked like a
war zone.
South Minneapolis is a working class
community with a high population of African Americans, Native Americans, immigrants and other minorities. It is a
diverse and vibrant community with a
long history of radical social movements,
and militant labor unions.
But the people who live here struggle to
get by in a capitalist system designed to
keep wages low and profits high. Poverty
rates and crime rates are high. Every
summer, homeless encampments spring
up under bridges and along the local freeways.
The anger that repeatedly spilled into
the streets comes out of a place of desperation and hopelessness, and now mass
fury against racist oppression, as people
who are already living on the edge have
been losing their jobs as unemployment
rates soar under the current COVID-19
pandemic.
The killing of George Floyd is not
unique. His death was preceded by other
high-profile cases of racist police violence in the Twin Cities, including Jamar
Clark (2015), Cece MacDonald (2012),
Philando Castile (2018) and many others.
Undoubtedly, the role of the police in
capitalist society is not to “protect citizens” as is so often claimed. The police
are a military organization tasked with
upholding the iron rule of the bosses; that
is, protecting their property and interests.
They exist, above all, to maintain and uphold the racist order that is designed to
keep the rich, white power structure in
place.
The Twin Cities’ police departments are
no exception to this rule. Overall, Black
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people account for 60 percent of all lowlevel arrests. Between 2012-2014, Minneapolis cops arrested Blacks almost ten

times more than whites for low-level offenses. The incarceration rate for Black
people was also nearly ten times more

than that of whites during the same
period.
In 2015, 50 percent of all youth imprisoned in the State of Minnesota were
Black youth from Hennepin County,
where Minneapolis is located. Black
people and immigrants have also been
hardest hit by the coronavirus pandemic,
compounding a painful blow to an already hard-hit community. But no important city is immune from racist injustice.
In Milwaukee, Wisconsin, a city with a
Black population of 25 percent, 67 percent of infected COVID-19 victims and
81 percent of COVID-19 deaths are
Black people.
As I began writing, I heard sounds in my
neighborhood of continued confrontation
between working class people and the repressive forces of the ruling class elite,
who increasingly seek to impose military
might to try to maintain a semblance of
control over a population of oppressed
people.
The National Guard arrived today, 500
strong. President Trump tweeted the governor his full support and volunteered to
send in all the military forces required.
Said Trump with regard to the “thugs” in
the streets, “When the looting starts, the
shooting starts.” Twitter quickly labeled
the tweet as “glorifying violence,” but decided not to take it down, saying that it
was “in the public interest for the tweet
to remain accessible.”
Public officials increasingly fear that the
oppressed are rapidly learning that there
is little justice in a society that has relegated them to poverty and brutal repression. And now their usually passive
victims are demonstrating frightening defiance of state power, exhibiting a willingness to stand up for their dignity, lives
and freedom. Last night protestors entered and occupied the Third Precinct
Minneapolis Police Station on Lake
Street. The police retreated and evacuated. The precinct was set afire, its
contents burned as CNN and other news
media broadcast the events live all evening.
A comrade in the protests in Minneapolis tonight reports that the National Guard
and Minneapolis police and their waiting
prison transport buses were forced to beat
a retreat in the face of a mass outpouring
of thousands of protestors. A CNN reporter walking through Minneapolis just
after 9pm local time said, “Right now, the
protestors rule the streets. The National
Guard? Nowhere to be seen. The state police? Nowhere to be seen. The local police? Nowhere to be seen. The sheriff’s
department? Nowhere to be seen. The
protesters are the ones who feel like these
streets are their streets.“
The mobilizations erupting in anger
today, not just in Minneapolis, but around
the country, definitely lack a disciplined
leadership armed with demands and a
program aimed squarely at the state
power, whose interests reside in advancing the interest of the one percent against
the vast majority and especially against
its most poor and oppressed sectors, those
who have experienced slavery and oppression for 400 years.
Today, as we watch history unfold, as
we stand and protest in solidarity with our
sisters and brothers in cities like Minneapolis around the world, we must prepare
now for the days ahead, likely sooner
than expected, when conscious fighters
for humanity open a challenge to this racist and classist capitalist system that will
not be diverted and sidetracked into the
historic channels of the bosses parties and
their “smooth-talking” apologists.
Cops out of our neighborhoods!
Jail the killer cops!
End the racist violence!
Jobs and justice for all!
Drop all charges against protesters! Free
them now!
Right of self-defense for oppressed
communities!
Black community control of police!
#JusticeForGeorgeFloyd!
n

The plague of cop murders

Ahmaud Arbery

Breonna Taylor

George Floyd

BY JEFF MACKLER
Black Georgia jogger, 25-year-old
Ahmaud Arbery, was murdered in cold
blood by three white racists on February
23. Arbery’s family attorneys, led by
Benjamin Crump, charge that his murder
was premeditated and race-motivated.
Local police, on the scene soon after the
murder, accepted the testimony of the
killers. They were considered “witnesses,” not suspects.
One, Gregory McMichael, a former cop
and police investigator, who had worked
under the jurisdiction of the first two District Attorneys assigned to the case, was
immediately released along with his son,
Travis. The DAs concluded that Arbery’s
murder was fully justified under Georgia
law. But some two months later, when
evidence to the contrary emerged, they
recused themselves from further deliberations on the case.
Arbery, a former high school football
standout, was jogging in the predominantly white, middle-class small town of
Satilla Shores in south Georgia, a short
distance from his house on the other side
of the freeway, largely populated by poor
Blacks.
On that fatal February 23 day, he
stopped at an open construction site and
entered a partially built house to check it
out. According to the owner, who had installed a surveillance camera inside,
nothing was stolen. The owner had previously reported to the police that a
number of others were recorded checking
out the house, including several whites.
In no instance was anything taken or
damaged.
In this instance, however, immediately
after Aubrey emerged and continued his
jogging, he was confronted by Gregory
McMichael’s son, Travis, armed with a
shotgun and accompanied by his father
toting his .357 Magnum pistol. They proceeded to chase after Arbery in their
pickup truck followed by a third white
man, William “Roddie” Bryan, who videoed the “chase” and subsequent murder on his cellphone. The fleeing Arbery
was shot three times, as he tried to wrestle a shotgun away from Travis McMichael, whose car had blocked his path.
The killers told the arriving police that
they claimed the right of “citizen’s arrest”
and “self-defense.
The video recording Arbery’s murder
was not revealed by the cops and the District Attorney until some two months
later. The first DA, Jackie Johnson, recused herself from the case because
Gregory McMichael had worked in her
office as an investigator. The second DA,
George E. Barnhill, eventually did the
same after Arbery’s mother, Wanda
Cooper, learned that Barnhill’s son
worked in the Brunswick District Attorney’s office, which had previously employed Gregory McMichael.
Officials prepare their cover-up
But both Johnson and Barnhill had accepted the murderers’ story before stepping aside. Both had seen the video and
kept it hidden. Before withdrawing from
the case, Barnhill wrote to the police that

he did not believe there was evidence of
a crime, stating that the McMichaels had
been legally carrying their weapons under
Georgia law. He also stated that because
Arbery was a “burglary suspect,” the pursuers, who had “solid firsthand probable
cause,” were justified in chasing him
under the state’s citizen’s arrest law. Barnhill stated that video existed of Mr. Arbery
“burglarizing a home immediately preceding the chase and confrontation.”
All of these statements were lies.
Barnhill’s statement was contradicted by
the owner of the home, who had informed
police that there was no burglary, that
“nothing was taken.” In the letter to the
police, Barnhill cited a separate video of
the shooting filmed by a third pursuer,
only later identified as William Bryan.
Barnhill said that this video, which had
not been made public, shows Mr. Arbery
“attacking” Travis McMichael after he
and his father pulled up to him in their
truck. In reality, Arbery was fighting for
his life!
Arbery family fights back
Interviewed on Amy Goodman’s “Democracy Now!” Arbery family attorney
Benjamin Crump’s account is startling.
Crump insisted:
“Well, as Ahmaud Arbery’s family and
my co-counsels have maintained from the
beginning, we believe that William “Roddie” Bryan was part of this organized
gang that was attempting, based on a premeditated plan, to confront and capture
Ahmaud Arbery as he jogged through that
community that day. And the text message that was sent by police officer Robert Rash to the homeowner, saying that,
‘If you see him again, don’t call the police. Call Gregory McMichael. He’s a
former police officer’ — so, we believe
this was an organized mob that was planning on confronting Ahmaud. So it is

wholly appropriate that Bryan was arrested and charged.”
Crump’s remarks were made only after
the Bryan cellphone video was leaked to
the media by the McMichael’s attorneys,
who believed that it would exonerate
their clients. However, the police text
message sent to the concerned homeowner to not contact them but call ex-cop
McMichaels instead was clear proof of a
conspiracy.
Here you have the McMichaels, armed,
ready and in-wait, as unarmed Arbery
emerges jogging from the open construction site, while dutiful Gregory McMichael phones the police from the back of
his pick-up truck to inform them of his
pursuit. The police arrive less than a minute later.
Until the release of the Bryan video the
Arbery case was basically considered
closed. The law, in all its racist majesty,
was followed, so proclaimed the authorities, who managed to secretly leak a
report indicating that Arbery had been
previously convicted of a shoplifting offense.
He was Black, in a white neighborhood,
trespassing in a house under construction, targeted as a burglar fleeing from a
crime scene and pursued by two and then
three “innocent bystanders”, who were
legally armed, legally in pursuit of a
criminal and legally entitled to shoot him
in “self defense.”
All this was deemed by three DAs to be
totally in accord with the law. In truth,
Arbery was lynched in accord with the
“principles of southern justice,” today
practiced by killer cops across the nation.
Video triggers national exposure
The New York Times asked Michael J.
Moore, an Atlanta lawyer who formerly
served as a U.S. attorney in Georgia, to
review Barnhill’s letter to the Glynn

County Police Department, as well as the
initial police report. Meanwhile, The
Times compiled a detailed minute-by-minute account of the unfolding events,
using multiple videos, phone and text
messages.
Moore emailed The Times stating that
Barnhill’s opinion was “flawed” and that
the McMichaels appeared to be the aggressors in the confrontation, and such
aggressors were not justified in using
force under Georgia’s self-defense laws.
The Times compilation, coupled with
the release of the Bryan cellphone video,
instantly reversed the momentun of the
lynching cover-up. The Georgia Bureau
of Investigation (GBI), notwithstanding
its racist history, took over the investigation and arrested the McMichaels on
charges of murder along with Bryan, the
previously proclaimed happenstance eyewitness, who is today jailed and charged
with the same felony murder.
Cobb County’s first Black female prosecutor, Joyette Holmes, has now been appointed lead prosecutor.
Police murder one unarmed
Black person each day!
In racist America, police murders of
unarmed Blacks are tragically routine. A
partial study of such murders released
several years ago at the height of the
Black Lives Matter movement demonstrated that cop murders of unarmed
Black people take place an average of
one per day!
Many districts make it a point to not report such murders. And how many of
these murders end in the conviction of
the killer cops? Less than a handful! A
tiny few of the thousands of racist murderers are ever convicted. We list here
just a handful of the Black victims of police murder to keep their memories alive
as we continue to challenge the inherent
racism in capitalist America.
Dontre Hamilton, Shot 14 times by a
police officer in a Milwaukee park. The
officer was responding to a call from employees at a nearby Starbucks alleging
that Hamilton, who had been diagnosed
with paranoid schizophrenia, was disturbing the peace. Arriving officers first
determined that Hamilton had committed
no crime.
Eric Garner, Placed in an illegal
chokehold by NYPD officers for 15 seconds for allegedly selling loose cigarettes. Garner said “I can’t breathe” 11
times as he was held down by several officers on a sidewalk.
Michael Brown, Shot and killed by
Ferguson, Missouri police officer Darren
Wilson.
John Crawford, Shot and killed by a
police officer at a Walmart in Beavercreek, Ohio. He was shopping and holding a toy BB gun.
Ezell Ford, a 25-year-old mentally ill
man, was shot three times, including
once in the back, by a white police officer.
Dante Parker, father of five, died in
police custody after being repeatedly
stunned by a Taser in San Bernardino
County
Tanisha Anderson, died after officers
in Cleveland slammed her head on the
pavement while taking her into custody.
Tamir Rice, 12 years old, was shot and
killed by Cleveland police after officers
mistook his toy gun for a real weapon.
Rumain Brisbon, was shot and killed
by a Phoenix police officer who mistook
a pill bottle for a weapon.
Akai Gurley, Shot and killed by a police officer while walking in a dimly lit
New York City public housing stairwell
with his girlfriend. New York Police Department Commissioner Bill Bratton
called the shooting an “accidental discharge.”
Jerame Reid, Shot and killed by police
officers in Bridgeton, New Jersey. He
was a passenger in a car driven by his
(continued on page 6)
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friend, who was pulled over by police.
Tony Robinson, Killed by a Madison,
Wisconsin police officer who was responding to reports of someone disrupting traffic.
And on March 13: Breonna Taylor, an
EMT in Louisville, Kentucky, was shot
dead in her own apartment at one o’clock
in the morning. Using a “no knock” warrant for a suspect who had already been
apprehended, police broke down her door
and fired 20 shots, eight hit Taylor.
And just last week: George Floyd,
pinned to the ground with a Minneapolis
cop’s knee on his neck, repeatedly pleading “I can’t breathe.”
Police hurled explosive tear gas canisters and fired rubber bullets at the
thousands of outraged protesters marching from the site of his killing to the 3rd
Precinct police station. Two days later,
with thousands of outraged protesters outside, the precinct, earlier evacuated by the
police, was burned down. In neighboring
St. Paul, buildings were set afire across
the city. As we go to press 500 National
Guard troops have been called in by the
governor.
The original police report read that
Floyd “appeared to be under the influence,” had “physically resisted officers,” and was “suffering mental
distress.” Said Minneapolis Mayor Jacob
Frey, after viewing a bystander’s video,
“Every bit of what I saw was wrong. It
was vicious. And it was unacceptable.
There is no grey there.”
A May 28 New York Times article, titled
“Fury in Minneapolis Over Latest in a
Long Line of Police Killings,” began by
noting that the appointment of a Black
police chief who once joined a lawsuit
that accused the department of being “a
cauldron of racist behavior,” has not
changed the racist nature of policing.
“Excessive force complaints…have become commonplace, especially by African American residents.”
The article notes that of the many resident reports of racist and vicious police
violence since 2012, only “about 1 percent…have resulted in disciplinary action, according to city records.”
Moreover, the article records the repeated failures of numerous efforts to “reform” the police, including the election of
a white mayor who “openly discusses
systemic racism” in the Minneapol Police
Dept., and the appointment of a Black police chief who “embraces a communityoriented approach” and earlier in his
career sued the department for being “a
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cauldron of racist behavior.”
The article continues, “There have been
some hard-won police reforms including
a change to the use-of-force manual requiring that officers intervene when they
see colleagues using excessive force.”
But when George Floyd was lying on
the ground repeatedly saying “I can’t
breathe” while Office Derek Chauvin
pressed his knee into Floyd’s neck – continuing even after he went unconscious –
the three accompanying cops at the scene
did nothing but keep away the distressed
onlookers who saw it all. Newly released
video shows two of them joining Chauvin
in pinning George Floyd to the ground,
kneeling on his back and legs while he
pleads for his life.
There is no reforming the racist repressive nature of the police in a capitalist society. Their job is to terrorize, divide and
control the working class, to ease the way
for the workers’ exploitation at the greatest levels of profit possible.
Racism, sexism, homophobia, transphobia, and anti-immigrant hatred are quintessential tools of that exploitation, along
with many other institutionalized repressive forms the ruling class promotes and
enforces to keep workers divided from
each other.

In all of these very briefly detailed cases
above, the murder victims were Black
and unarmed. No police officer was
charged or convicted of murder.
And then there was Malcolm and Martin…And now there is Mumia Abu-Jamal
and Leonard Peltier and countless other
victims of racist police murders and
frame-ups, like Trayvon Martin and
Oscar Grant.
COVID-19 and Ahmaud Arbery
The national exposure of Ahmaud Arbery’s and George Floud’s murders, racist
killings that would have otherwise passed
virtually unnoticed, comes at a special
time in U.S. history. It broke into the
headlines at a time when the Covid-19
pandemic, like the racist pandemic that
daily plagues U.S. capitalist society, has
taken its greatest toll on Black America.
Every study demonstrates that the
COVID-19 death rate of Blacks is qualitatively greater across the country than
whites. Blacks have been systematically
subjected to racist discriminatory policies
that relegate them to the lowest paying
jobs, to the poorest housing conditions
and the least healthcare coverage, if any.
Largely obscured by capitalism’s hypedup claims of stability, low unemployment

rates and a prosperous economy, this veil
of lies has been suddenly and unexpectedly lifted to reveal a society replete
with unprecedented inequality – a society
with real overall unemployment rates at
close to fifty percent. As always, Blacks
suffer a disproportionate share of this
generalized horror. A broad range of
economists today predict that some 42
percent of the jobs lost over the past two
months are never coming back. And if the
newly unemployed, 40 million in the past
seven weeks alone, do find work, it is expected that it will be at significantly reduced pay and benefit rates.
Tens of millions of working people have
become aware more than ever of the nature of the capitalist system that today
seeks to force millions back to work in
the most dangerous of times just to keep
capitalist profits rolling in.
Indeed, the Democratic Party’s “establishment” leaders of U.S. capitalism fully
understand that this is no time for blanket
denials of society’s ills. They have
pressed their presumptive candidate, law
and order and police supporter Joseph
Biden, to assume a more reasonable
stance toward vital social questions. They
encourage Biden to at least pay lip service to some of Bernie Sanders’ timid reforms, or perhaps even choosing a Black
running mate like Georgia’s liberal Stacey Abrams, who openly seeks the VP
spot.
The goal here: Derail and channel this
dynamic social movement—daily growing on the streets of America today—into
a political party that has always betrayed
the interests and aspirations of Black
Americans and, indeed, all working
people.
The racist disparity of COVID-19,
where the oppressed suffer the consequences qualitatively more than the
general population, is but the flip side of
the institutional racism that allows white
racist police to murder unarmed Black
women, men and children with impunity,
while filling the prisons with millions
more to work at Fortune 500 corporations
in the increasingly privatized, for profit,
fifty-cents-an-hour slave labor prison-industrial complex.
The fires of mass discontent that now
burn in Minneapolis, St. Paul and
throughout the nation are but the initial
sparks that may well ignite a working
class fightback that opens the door wider
than in nearly a century to the thinking of
previously forbidden thoughts.
The great working class masses that
hold the potential to bring this degenerate
system to an end will have the final word
in this matter. In the vanguard will be the
Black fighters and their allies who are
being trained today. The stakes have
never been higher.
n

100,000 dead and counting:

Capitalists & Trump say ‘Back to Work!’
BY JEFF MACKLER AND JAMES FORTIN
As of May 24, over 100,000 American
citizens—overwhelmingly workers, disproportionately Black and Brown, and
elderly nursing home residents (26,000)
have become the victims of the deadly
COVID-19 pandemic.
By June 1, it is estimated that the
number of deaths each day will rise to
3,000. Yet all 50 states now have begun
lifting socially-protective measures
aimed at containing the coronavirus,
planning to “re-start” the U.S. economy
– primarily by sending workers back to
work. Why is this, and what really should
be done?
The foundational basis of the U.S. capitalist economy is the profitable exploitation of human labor, without which the
economy falters. To date, an unprecedented 40 million have filed for unemployment insurance. Nearly half of the
entire U.S. workforce is without a job. In
this context, the current drive led by U.S.
capitalism’s twin political parties to send
workers back to work is not only understandable, but absolutely necessary, regardless of the cost in human lives.
Profits are in a severe free fall not seen
since the Great Depression that began in
1929. Accordingly, the back-to-work imperative being promulgated by the ruling
class and its political parties offers both
an ostensible “scientific” rationale as well
as an economic bludgeon.
On the one hand, while there is virtual
unanimity in the scientific community –
even in its operations under profit-first
capitalism – that any premature generalized return to work today can only lead to
increased death rates, U.S. capitalism and
its counterparts around the world are in
the process of “experimenting” with formulas wherein workers can more or less
safely, they insist, return to work.
On the other hand, workers are being
“incentivized” to get back to work by the
termination of the government’s token
and short-term relief measures, and the
soon-to-expire extension of temporarily
enhanced unemployment benefits.
Old employers not hiring you back? No
worries, there is always a part-time, temporary, low-benefit job in a grocery store
at a whopping $10 or $12 an hour, with
the added value of a food bank waiting
line. Tens of millions of workers, who
live paycheck-to-paycheck, not to mention the tens of millions who have been
excluded from any relief, will be expected to bend to necessity and risk their
lives to survive.
“Science” and “success formulas”
Formulas for reopening schools around
the world include often-contradictory
guesstimates about whether to begin with
elementary age children, allegedly less
vulnerable to COVID-19, or to start with
secondary school students. The latter are
said to be more capable of adhering to the
various social distancing and protective
gear regulations being used to lessen the
spread of the disease.
Here, the concern of the ruling rich is
significantly more focused to free up
home-bound parents to return to the
workplace than it is to the education and
safety of students (or for that matter, the
health of their parents). Needless to say,
the often symptom-free youth, multiple
tests notwithstanding, will daily return
home to live with parents and other relatives who can only be subjected to
further infection.
Whatever the adopted formulas, whichever charts and graphs and however
many regulations will be employed to
send students back into populated schools
and workers back to workplaces, they are

calculated in the context of a deadly virus
that continues to infect and kill additional
multitudes around the world, daily. These
actions have a counterpoint: the present
and critically necessary social distancing
and quarantines that save lives. The socalled flattened curve or current plateau
of new infections in the U.S. represents a
statistical assessment of COVID-19 at its
height.
The notion that a level of safety has
been achieved when their charts record
14 consecutive days where there is no increase in the daily number of new cases
is sheer demagogy.
By comparison, in China, eleven million
people are being tested in Wuhan, where
the pandemic is said to have originated –
the entire population of the city – as even
a handful of new cases poses the threat of
yet another major outbreak. In the U.S.,
in contrast, the percentage of tested individuals is closer to three percent! And the
reported number of new cases every day
stands close to 23,000. Recent data from
major Latin American cities, previously
thought to be relatively free from the
virus, indicates that across the continent
infection and death rates parallel, if not
exceed, the worst examples in the U.S.
and Europe.
In New York, the state with nearly 25
percent of the nation’s deaths, Democratic Governor Andrew Cuomo alternates between cautioning against any
early re-opening of schools and busi-

open the system, and to manage the reopening to minimize the “inevitable
risks” – that is, the consequent and massive loss of lives.
“Management of the risks” operates
with the unstated premise that the slow
and ever-progressing spread of the coronavirus would take its toll in lives BUT
would also leave ever-increasing proportions of the population with an alleged –
but yet to be proven – “natural” immunity. Indeed, this theory has been initially
called into question.
A May 16 Associated Press dispatch
read: “Five sailors on the U.S. aircraft
carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt were
sidelined in Guam due to a COVID-19
outbreak. The five have tested positive
for the virus for the second time and have
been taken off the ship, according to the
Navy.”
The AP dispatch continued: “The resurgence of the virus in the five sailors underscores the befuddling behavior of the
highly contagious virus and raises questions about how troops that test positive
[and then recover from the disease and
then test negative twice, according to the
report] can be reintegrated into the military, particularly on ships.”
Herd immunity=virus management?

nesses, to daily speculation that a gradual
if not generalized return to work is on the
horizon.

result of massive, society-wide vaccinations (which are currently unavailable).
The vaccination of 80% to 90% of the
population provides widespread immunities that stop the viral spread. The most
important example of this is found with
immunocompromised children who cannot be vaccinated but who can safely participate in a school environment where
everyone else is immune.
Perverting the scientific basis to this
concept of herd immunity, however,
Johnson blatantly proposed that all citizens in the United Kingdom simply return to work and let the virus take its
course without a vaccine.
Eventually, in Johnson’s playbook, as
more people came down with COVID-19
and then recovered, the population as a
whole, by some future date, would develop the necessary virus antibodies. Getting to that point of societal immunity,
however, would call for massive numbers
of deaths – otherwise mitigated through
quarantine and social distancing – while
waiting for sufficient societal antibodies
to take hold. Johnson’s quick fix for getting people back to work was met with
enormous public pushback and that particular idea was dropped.
Johnson’s ready acceptance of a quickened and intensified death count to man-

Capitalism and the second wave
In the few countries where the curve of
new infections has significantly dropped
no one denies that, absent an effective
vaccine made available to the entire population, anything resembling a generalized return to work can only result in a
second, if not third wave of infections and
deaths, perhaps worse than the present
wave.
Top scientists, from the Trump administration’s epidemiologist expert, Anthony Fauci, and Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention director Robert
Redfield, to World Health Organization
officials, attest to the fact that any premature return to work would likely result in
a second wave that could again overwhelm any nation’s medical system to a
degree that would dwarf the horrors associated with the present wave.
The ruling class response to this obvious
scenario? Yes, true enough, they state repeatedly, but we have to get back to work.
Without an effective and available vaccine, perhaps in 12-18 months, if not several years from now, there is really no
alternative, they say, but to carefully re-

Perhaps the most scandalous proposal to
manage the virus came from Boris
Johnson, the British Prime Minister. Herd
immunity in a sane scientific world is a

May 24 issue of N.Y. Times printed the
names of 1000 victims of COVID-19 once
the 100.000 mark was reached.

age the virus has been matched by his cohort in the White House, President
Trump. Throughout 2020 Trump has attempted to minimize the pandemic by demonstratively refusing to wear a mask
and challenging the death and infection
data presented by the scientific community.
While avoiding the brash acceptance of
increased deaths to quell the pandemic as
Johnson has done, Trump tacitly follows
the same line in his aggressive push to
“open the economy” by supporting rightwing, gun toting protestors who clamor
for the right to go back to work, and in
his repeated statements that, “Vaccine or
no vaccine, we are back.”
Meanwhile, Tyson Corporation’s food
magnates have virtually forced their unprotected, largely immigrant workers,
who they describe as their “team,” to
stand elbow-to-elbow, with co-workers
literally vomiting on the animal disassembly line.
Stricken with COVID-19 in slaughterhouses where over 1,000 have tested positive to date, the working conditions of
these workers vividly illustrate capitalism’s wholesale disregard of health in
favor of profit.
President Trump’s recent praise of billionaire Tesla chief Elon Musk’s defiance
of an Alameda Country order banning the
re-opening of the Fremont, California
Tesla plant stands as a glaring example of
a reactionary president who publicly approved the violation of a county health
regulation aimed at protecting workers
from the deadly consequences of returning to work. Musk publicly challenged
California officials to arrest him. None
did.
One can only grimace at Trump’s nod of
approval to the small-scale armed protests at the Michigan statehouse, or for
the threatening AK-47-armed thugs at a
Texas tattoo parlor, where a handful defied state closure orders in the name of
defending civil liberties. This is the same
Trump who declared that “There were
good people on both sides” when armed
fascists in Charlottesville attacked peaceful demonstrators.
Trump’s atrocities were compounded
when “liberal” California Governor
Gavin Newsom declined to intervene at
the Tesla plant on the grounds that enforcement of the state’s ban on returning
to work was to be left to local county administrations.
“Liberal” Alameda County, with the
highest Democratic Party registration rate
in the state – 90 percent – sent a handful
of Fremont police to monitor Musk’s
compliance with the county’s health and
safety regulations. Newsom, as well as all
(continued on page 8)
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previous Democratic Party majority
legislatures, had previously gutted CalOSHA (California Occupational Safety
and Health Administration), which refused to set foot on Tesla’s Fremont property.
Today, Cal-OSHA has less than 200 inspectors plus one doctor and one nurse to
monitor the working conditions of 18
million California workers. The result?
Multi-billionaire Musk – whose worldwide Tesla non-union operations, includ-

that the research process itself will be an
internationally coordinated and collective
effort, as opposed to being conducted in
the traditional competitive capitalist
profit-first mode.
Trump’s insistence that his Warp Speed
vaccine project had been on the mark
early on was contradicted by Rick Bright,
the Trump-fired whistle-blower director
of the government’s Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA). “If we fail to develop
a nationally coordinated response, based
in science, I fear the pandemic will get far

cialist solutions. Working people in the
U.S. continue to lose tens of millions of
jobs, and with those lost jobs comes the
further loss of health insurance tied to
their employment.
The spectacle of impending massive
hospital closures at a time when the need
for expanded medical facilities are on the
order of the day will shock more than a
few. The American Hospital Association
(AHA) reported that hospitals are losing
an estimated $50 billion a month.
134,000 hospital employees were among
the estimated 1.4 million health care
workers who lost their jobs last month,
according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics.
Hospitals reported seeing between 40

rather than health, we observe the irrational closure of hospitals in the face of a
pandemic and increased need for health
services. Similarly, as the ruling class allows the unemployed to go hungry because it is not profitable to feed them, our
society must watch the mind-numbing
juxtaposition of willful destruction of
livestock and milk dumping together with
blocks-long food bank waiting lines.
The U.S. produces massive food surpluses, more than enough to feed the entire population. Yet, working America is
increasingly characterized by food insecurity. Even before the influx of millions
of newly unemployed people, one of five
working adults and one in three children
existed in this tragic food-deprived state.

ing in China, exceed the combined wealth
of the present U.S. Big Three automakers,
Ford, General Motors and Fiat-Chrysler
– got off scot free, with a handful of cops
supposedly deployed to monitor its massive assembly lines.
Science under capitalism
Today, the Trump administration has assigned two figures to lead the government’s “Warp Speed” drive to find an
effective vaccine for the coronavirus.
GlaxoSmithKline’s former chair of vaccines, now venture capitalist, Moncef
Slaoui, will lead the scientific aspect of
the project, along with four star General
Gustave F. Perna, who will serve as the
project’s chief operating officer, preparing in advance for the manufacture and
distribution of a hoped-for vaccine that is
proven to be safe and effective. Slaoui
served as chair of the board of the Moderna pharmaceutical giant.
While it appears from Trump’s belated
announcement of Operation Warp Speed
that this government-led project, perhaps
the first of its kind in this field, will consult and collaborate with all private corporations in the endeavor to avoid
wasteful duplication of efforts, it remains
to be seen if the search will be based on a
collective effort as opposed to the usual
secretive research and development projects where profits and patents go to the
victor.
In the same vein, while the Trump administration and other major capitalist nations with the necessary resources to find
a vaccine have indicated their willingness
to share such a discovery with all nations,
to date there have been few indications

worse and be prolonged, causing unprecedented illness and fatalities,”
Bright told the House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Health on April
26. Bright continued in his testimony,
“Time is running out. The window is
closing to address the pandemic because
we still do not have a standard, centralized, coordinated plan to take our nation
through this response.” Indeed, a recent
study estimated that if the United States
had shut down even one week sooner,
that change alone would have meant
36,000 fewer deaths by May 3 and an exponentially lower death rate.
Bright’s stunning remarks, almost immediately characterized by Trump as emanating from “nothing more than a really
disgruntled, unhappy person,” stood in
sharp contrast to Trump’s deceitful assertions that his administration had been on
top of the COVID-19 pandemic from the
beginning.
“Our window of opportunity is closing,”
Bright warned again. “The undeniable
fact is there will be a resurgence of the
COVID-19 this fall, greatly compounding the challenges of seasonal influenza
and putting an unprecedented strain on
our health care system…Without clear
planning and implementation of the steps
that I and other experts have outlined,
2020 will be the darkest winter in modern
history.”
Closing hospitals during a pandemic
The ongoing economic meltdown now
occurring during the pandemic has exposed multiple contradictions in the economic system, pointing to the irrationality
of capitalism itself and the need for so-

and 70 percent fewer patients from late
March through early May, many of them
scheduled for profitable services like orthopedic surgery and radiological scans.
These services, operating in the context
of today’s largely privatized medical institutions inexorably tied to giant insurance company conglomerates, provide
services that include knee replacements
at $175,000 each and multiple leg fracture repair at $220,000!
The decline in revenue is expected to
be especially high among hospitals that
have commanded these high prices from
private health plans, like the Mayo Clinic.
Sixty percent of the Mayo Clinic’s $11.6
billion annual patient revenue came from
privately insured patients. Just three percent was derived from those on Medicaid,
the system of national health insurance
for those requiring financial assistance.
The rest came from patients who were
either were covered by Medicare or paid
their own costs.
In short, at a time when low-cost universal healthcare, a virtual norm with regard
to the healthcare systems of most advanced capitalist nations, is desperately
needed, the very nature of the profit system may press less profitable hospitals to
close down due to profit losses, according
to the AHA, and to terminate jobs of
countless workers in the industry. Well
aware of the financial dilemma facing
this profit-first and increasingly monopolized industry, the government’s initial
$2.2 trillion bailout package included
generous billions to the profit-gouging
corporate hospital elite.
As the 1% exposes its focus on profits

Rather than destroy food or cease “unprofitable” food production, supermarkets can and should be opened with food
free to all. Rather than close “unprofitable” hospitals, free, quality healthcare
can be provided for all as well, and hospitals previously closed should be reopened for public benefit. And rather than
tolerate a pharmaceutical establishment
that shuns open, collective, and coordinated work in favor of secret operations
to be first to patent and monopolize production of vaccines for profit, we should
nationalize the pharmaceutical industry to
the benefit of all humanity.
The rationality of socialist solutions

(continued from page 7)
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In all these matters, simple socialist solutions, like free health care for all, free
food for the hungry among us, and free
guaranteed housing for the economically
displaced through no fault of their own,
are within the technological and financial
reach of present-day society.
But they are denied to the majority by
the twin parties of capitalism. Instead, the
Democrats and Republicans offer no solutions other than more of the same –
massive tax cuts for the rich, ongoing
transfer of wealth to the top 1%, unending
war spending of dollars that could be
used to save lives, instead of extinguishing them.
The ruling class is exclusively responsible for the horrors facing untold millions of workers who had been pushed to
the edge before the COVID-19 pandemic
and now whose lives are increasingly in
free fall. What socialism offers is the rational alternative.
n

Special Section

Remembering George Shriver
(1936 – 2020)
Socialist Action is collaborating with Jennifer Shriver to produce a publication of
personal and political memories of George Shriver. Socialist Action’s comrade has an
important political legacy that has impacted the entire Trotskyist movement.
We include here just two of the contributions: The obituary written by his daughter
and reflections of Marilyn Vogt-Downey.
We are continuing to collect written and monetary contributions towards this important memorial publication for our movement.
Please contact annmontague@comcast.net or our website
socialistaction.org for any submissions towards this project.

My Personal Recollections about
George Shriver

George Van Bibber Shriver, Junior
December 5, 1936 - April 24, 2020

By Marilyn Vogt-Downey

Obituary by Jennifer Shriver

George Shriver was a remarkable
person. He played an enormous role in
transforming my life, and I am sorry I
never had a chance to thank him. He
was the one the Socialist Workers Party assigned to contact me in 1971: Referring to the fact that I had indicated I
knew Russian on a questionnaire I filled
out at an SWP Oberlin summer conference, George asked me to come work
with him at Pathfinder Press translating
works by Leon Trotsky for the Trotsky
Writings series that Pathfinder was undertaking. On those Oberlin questionnaires comrades were asked to indicate
foreign languages they knew. This was
in 1971. I, of course, told George “yes,
I would,” and that launched me into
an entire new dimension of my life:
translating Russian. I had earned a BA
in Russian Language in 1964, but had
moved on to a Masters degree in Latin
American Studies, only just happening
to make mention of that Russian language background on the application
but not expecting to use it.
But I did use it for much, because
of George. He integrated me into the
Pathfinder Writings team of editors and
proofreaders in the Pathfinder office
we worked in--like Naomi Allen, Sarah Lovell, and John Britten--translators along with George--such as Russel
Block, Bob Cantrick, and Will Reisner-the very talented graphic and cover designer Dennis Edge--and, of course, the
comrade who brilliantly oversaw the
entire project, George Breitman. George
Shriver was a critical component of this
team that assembled and prepared the
historically invaluable Writings series,

the Challenge of the Left Opposition
series, and numerous other volumes of
works by Trotsky published by Pathfinder in the 1970s. We were determined that the documents that were
assembled in these volumes would insure that Trotsky’s invaluable Marxist
literary and political legacy would be
assembled, presented, preserved and
published by those who appreciated
Trotsky’s work with introductions that
explained to the readers the vital importance of Trotsky’s contribution to them
today instead of by people who were his
detractors, as had widely been the case
up until then.
This Team--led by the two George’s-George Shriver and George Breitman--was of phenomenal importance
to presenting and explaining the real
history of the Russian Revolution, its
success in creating humanity’s first
workers’ state and to explaining the
processes that were to lead to its degeneration under the Stalin regime and ultimately to its collapse in 1991. All these
writings by Trotsky, all this material,
could not have been assembled in this
way in English translation without the
work of George Shriver.
In pursuit of these goals, George and
I also collaborated to prepare Trotsky’s
journal published all during his exile
from the “Soviet” Union in 1929--The
Bulletin of the Opposition--for clandestine distribution in the “Soviet” Union.
George convinced me that I could learn
to type on a Cyrillic typewriter, and I
did !! and I typed up the “Table of Contents” for all four volumes!!!! I was
honored and very privileged to have

George Van Bibber Shriver Jr. passed
away in his sleep on April 24, 2020. His
loss is felt by many.
George’s life traversed continents,
physically and conceptually, from his
birthplace in India, to his professional
work in Russian and Soviet politics and
history, to his commitment to international solidarity and fundamental social
change in the United States.
He was born in India on December
5th, 1936, in Singareni Collieries -- now
Andhra Pradesh, India -- to Catherine
Tallmadge Humphreyville Shriver and
Rev. George Van Bibber Shriver, Sr.
George and Katie were born in India as
George’s father, Shriver Sr., was an Episcopalian missionary.
With his parents and his older sister
Catherine Tallmadge Shriver (Scott),
George moved to Maryland from India
in 1945, largely in response to India’s
uprising movement
for independence.
He spent his youth
in Maryland, where
he attended and
graduated from the
Gilman School for
Boys in Baltimore
in 1954. As an undergraduate, he attended
Wesleyan
University in Middletown, Connecticut. During this
time, he met and
fell in love with his
future wife, Ellen
Preston Robinson
(Shriver). He transferred to Harvard
University in 1957
and graduated with
a major in Russian
and Eastern European Languages in
1960.
In his college
years, George travelled with friends to
Portland, Oregon, a transformative journey where he worked as a Longshoreman, explored his dreams of becoming
an actor, and became active in socialist
politics. Returning to the East Coast,
George and Ellen were married December 30, 1959. The young couple then
moved to Bloomington, Indiana, where

George pursued a Master’s Degree in
Russian and Eastern European Studies. Their daughter Jennifer was born in
Bloomington in April 1962.
George had a deep calling for justice
and wished for a fair and kind economic system that would uplift the spirit and
condition of humanity. He followed this
calling throughout his life.
During his time in Bloomington,
George organized a chapter of the Fair
Play for Cuba Committee, seeking to discourage U.S. aggression against the new
people’s government in Cuba. He and his
wife, Ellen, were so involved that they
became known as “Mr. and Mrs. Fair
Play.”
In the early 1960’s, George and his
family moved to New York City, where
he wrote for the Militant newspaper
and Intercontinental Press, and was an
active member of the Socialist Workers Party. Over the
next decades, with
his colleagues and
comrades, George
was part of a team
that translated the
diaries and letters
of Leon Trotsky, a
leader of the Russian (Soviet) Revolution of 1917.
During
the
1960’s,
George
worked as an editor for Macmillan
Publishing,
contributing to several
English-language
dictionary projects.
In the early 1970s,
he began his career
as a self-employed
Russian
translator, working from
his family home
on Cape Cod in
Sandwich, Massachusetts. During this time, George and
his family were active in the movement
against the Vietnam War.
While his primary contributions were
made in writing and publishing, George
was active in progressive movements,
protests, and demonstrations throughout
his life.
During the 1970s and 80’s, George

been part of that entire team.
But George also helped direct the
SWP’s work--and my work--in defending the what were called “the Soviet
dissidents.”* In the early 1960s and
1970s, there had emerged, after Stalin’s
death in 1953 and Khrushchev’s “Secret Speech” to the Communist Party
Congress in 1956 a “thaw” or partial
opening for people to speak and write
freely without fear of repression. However, in the early 1960s with the rise of
Brezhnev regime, this openness was
sharply curtailed and people began to
be arrested and sent to prison camps
again and even to psychiatric hospitals for saying and writing things that
were critical of the current government
policies or of policies during the Stalin
years: for dissent. They were called the
“Soviet dissidents.”
George, along with Joseph Hanson
and Gerry Foley, introduced the SWP
and its press to this whole world of information and history and current events.
As a result, I turned my attention to the
vast array of writings--called samizdat
after the Russian words for “self-published” writings, that is, those that were
“printed”--or most-often typed--and
circulated person to person but denied
official publication. We learned of and
supported Communist dissidents--such
as Pyotr Grigorenko, Alexei Kosterin,
and Leonid Plyusch--led campaigns
to defend them and also to free some
from prisons and/or psychiatric hospitals; and translated their writings as
we received them for The Militant and
Intercontinental Press. Our goal was to
demonstrate that supporters of the Left
Opposition led by Trotsky defended
workers’ democracy and open public
discussion and not the repression presided over by the post-Lenin Stalinist
regimes.
Of course, George and I collaborated
on the volume Samizdat: Voices of the
Soviet Opposition (1976) which contained a number of very valuable historic writings from opponents of Stalinism that emerged during that period.
Through this work, we learned about
the Ukrainian anti-Stalinist and Marxist opposition and their revival of the
writings of Lenin on the national question and his Ukrainianization policy
that had been destroyed by Stalin and
the bureaucracy when they imposed
Russification on Ukraine in the 1920s.
We translated and published the writings of activists and launched defense

campaigns for Russian and Ukrainian
dissidents and for victims among other
oppressed nationalities.
It was through George that the SWP
received--via dissident Russian historian Roy Medvedev and his college
roommate, Bukharin scholar Stephen
F. Cohen--the samizdat manuscript by
Ukrainian Left Opposition supporter
in the 1920’s Mikhail Baitalsky, Notebooks for the Grandchildren, which I
translated for the Bulletin in Defense of
Marxism in the 1990s and which was
published as a book and which I am
now improving for republication. This
incredible historic document came to us
through George.
George was a very, very careful
worker. He worked very slowly and deliberately. Everything he (and others!)
did was subjected to his rigorous and
critical thought process. Sometimes,
this meant that we did not meet deadlines, that we had to wait and wait and
wait. But that was because he was a perfectionist. I had never before and have
never since met anyone like that. He
was very rare and invaluable. I am sure
that everyone who worked with him
felt the same way. It could be annoying
at times. But it was for a good reason
(usually:)).
After Pathfinder ran out of funds for
the Writings series in December 1975,
I got a job in the bourgeois world and
our paths didn’t cross so often except
when we went to Pathfinder to continue on our projects after work. We met
up in 1980 at Harvard when the Trotsky
Archives opened. But by that time, we
were no longer collaborating on projects.
We were both expelled about the
same time from the SWP, as were all
those who worked on the Trotsky Writings series project as the SWP leadership abandoned Trotskyism. We both
ended up joining the Fourth Internationalist Tendency in the 1980s and we
both contributed to the FIT’s publication Bulletin in Defense of Marxism
into the 1990s. But George had moved
to Arizona and we were not working
closely on projects any more and were
rarely in contact.
But what a comrade George was!!
An intellectual, a devoted revolutionary
and a scholar, single-mindedly determined and focussed, a formidable comrade he will forever be.
Long Live George Shriver!!!

was also active in the Sandwich Men’s
Tennis League, enjoyed swimming, canoeing, ice-skating, and family gatherings featuring Indian curries at his mother’s home on Wakeby Lake in Sandwich,
Massachusetts. Friends from “the city”
often came to visit the family house at 7
Liberty Street in Sandwich.
In the early 1990’s, following his divorce from Ellen, George moved to
Tucson Arizona, where he continued to
be active in political action locally, and
worked for a national Labor Party, while
continuing his professional translation
work. During his time in
Tucson, George enjoyed
time in the outdoors, especially Sabino Canyon.
He served as the president of his cooperative
housing organization for
several years, and was
also active in his 12-step
recovery community.
His survivors include
his daughter, Jennifer
Marie Shriver, his sonin-law Eric Browder
Blough, and his grandchildren Sean and Sage
of Boulder, Colorado;
his ex-wife Ellen Preston Robinson Shriver, of
Boulder, Colorado; his
friends and 12-step community in Tucson, Arizona, and many beloved
cousins, family, and
friends.
George was known for
his scholarly and exhaustive attention to detail,
his depth of knowledge
of 20th century Russian,

Soviet, and Eastern European history,
and his care for faithful translation and
accuracy of language. His work was
published by Columbia University Press,
Pathfinder Press, and others. Due to his
father’s rejection of George’s values
and protectionist approach to the family name, for many years George wrote
under the byline and pseudonym George
Saunders.
Through his life, George continued to
seek justice and cared deeply for people
and human goodness.
His family, friends, comrades, and
community look forward to sharing stories about him for years to come.
A celebration of life is being planned,
probably to take place in early June
through the online platform Zoom. Contact Jennifer.M.Shriver@gmail.com to
contribute or to participate.
In recognition of his life’s work and
family history, we ask that donations be
made in his honor to Socialist Action, for
publication of an issue of the magazine
including a recognition and celebration
of his life and work. We also gratefully
appreciate donations in George’s honor
to the charity of your choice.
Please let us know of these donations
so that we can recognize and appreciate
them.

George Shriver’s political and professional writings and translations include:
• Articles and editing for the Bulletin In Defense of Marxism, Labor Standard, Socialist Action, The Militant, and Intercontinental Press.
• Samizdat: Voices of the Soviet Opposition, ed. by George Saunders (Shriver), (Monad Press,1974)
• Writings 1930-31 (Writings of Leon Trotsky) G. Saunders (Shriver), Sarah Lovell, George Breitman, (Pathfinder Press, 1974)
• The Challenge of the Left Opposition 1923-25, by Leon Trotsky, ed. by G. Saunders (Shriver), N. Allen, (Pathfinder Press, 1975)
• Leon Trotsky, “Deportation from the Soviet Union,” in Writings of Leon Trotsky 1929, ed. George Breitman and Sarah Lovell, trans. George Saunders (Shriver)
(New York: Pathfinder Press, 1975)
• Portraits, political & personal, by Leon Trotsky; edited by George Breitman and George Saunders, (Shriver), (Pathfinder Press, 1977)
• The Challenge of the Left Opposition 1926-1926, by Leon Trotsky, ed. Naomi Allen and George Saunders, (Shriver), (Pathfinder Press, 1980)
• An End to Silence, Uncensored Opinion in the Soviet Union, From Roy Medvedev’s Underground Magazine ‘’Political Diary,’’ Edited and With Introductions
by Stephen F. Cohen, Translated by George Saunders (W.W. Norton & Co. 1982)
• Let History Judge, the Origins and Consequences of Stalinism, Roy Aleksandrovich Medvedev, translated by George Shriver, (Columbia University Press,
1989)
• How It All Began - The Prison Novel, Nikolai Bukharin, Introduction by Stephen F. Cohen, Translated by George Shriver, (Columbia University Press 1999)
• Gorbachev: On My Country and the World, Translated from Russian by George Shriver, (Columbia University Press, 2000)
• Post-Soviet Russia: a journey through the Yeltsin era, Roy Medvedev, translated and edited by George Shriver. (Columbia University Press, 2000)
• Conversations with Gorbachev: On Perestroika, the Prague Spring, and the Crossroads of Socialism, Mikhail Gorbachev, Zdeněk Mlynář, Translated by George
Shriver, (Columbia University Press, 2003)
• Memoirs of Nikita Khrushchev, three volumes, edited by Sergei Khrushchev, translated by George Shriver (Pennsylvania State University press, 2004)
• Nikolai Bukharin, Philosophical Arabesques, translated by Renfrey Clarke with editorial assistance by George Shriver; Introduction by Helena Sheehan (New
York: Monthly Review Press, 2005).
• The Prison Manuscripts: Socialism and its Culture, by Nikolai Bukharin, Translated by George Shriver with an Introduction by Stephen Cohen (Seagull Books,
2006)
• The Prison Poems of Nikolai Bukharin. Translation by George Shriver, (Seagull Books, 2009)
• The Letters Of Rosa Luxemburg, By Rosa Luxemburg, Edited by Annelies Laschitza, Georg Adler and Peter Hudis, Translated by George Shriver, (Verso, 2011)
• The Complete Works of Rosa Luxemburg, Volume II. Economic Writings 2, Edited by Peter Hudis and Paul Le Blanc, Translated by Nicholas Gray and George
Shriver, (Verso, 2016)
• The Complete Works of Rosa Luxemburg. Volume III: Political Writings 1: On Revolution 1897-1905. Edited by Peter Hudis, Axel Fair-Schultz, and William A.
Pelz. Translated by George Shriver, Alicja Mann, and Henry Holland. (Verso 2019)

May Day protests call for
workers’ and immigrant rights
BY BARRY SHEPPARD
May Day saw significant actions by
workers in essential companies serving
the general public during the shutdown,
who held a mass strike to demand better
health and safety conditions and hazard
pay.
Three days later, the New York Times revealed that the Trump administration “is
privately projecting a steady rise in coronavirus infections and deaths over the
next several weeks, reaching about 3,000
daily deaths on June 1.” That death toll
would be nearly double the current level
of 1,750 deaths per day.
The companies targeted on Friday, May
1 included Amazon, Instacart, Whole
Foods, Walmart, Target and Fed Ex, companies that deliver food and other goods
ordered online to people “staying home.”
Workers called out sick or walked out
during their lunch break (to avoid being
fired). While these companies are making
big bucks from the pandemic, they skimp
on health protections and hazard pay for
dangerous work. In some, like Amazon,
workers are in close quarters with each
other.
Amazon owner Jeff Bezos has done
very well for himself as a result of the
virus. The world’s richest man has seen
his wealth increase by $25 billion since
the start of the year.
The May Day strike follows a walkout
in March by Amazon workers in New
York City and more than 10,000 Instacart
workers nationwide. Whole Foods
workers led a national sickout on March
31, and sanitation workers in Pittsburgh
and bus drivers in Detroit staged wildcat
strikes.
Around the country, nurses at well over
100 hospitals held “socially distanced”
protests demanding personal protective
equipment (still not nearly enough at this
late date) and to draw attention to healthcare workers who have died while fighting the coronavirus pandemic. These
include not only doctors and nurses, but
all of the people who clean and do other
tasks to keep hospitals running.
There were other actions, including car
caravans in major cities, addressing national as well as local concerns. One of
these was immigrant rights.
May Day reresurrected
While May Day originated in the U.S.
in the mid-1880s over a struggle for the
eight-hour day, it became the international workers holiday celebrated by
socialists and communists.
The U.S. ruling class, with the connivance of conservative labor leaders, established Labor Day in September as an
alternative. In recent decades, as the socialist movement has declined, May Day
withered in the U.S.
Then in 2006 it was resurrected by hundreds of thousands of largely Latino immigrants, who knew about May Day from
their countries of origin. This was part of
a vast immigrant mobilization against a
particularly harsh law being proposed
against them in Congress – it was withdrawn as a result. But the tradition has
continued and was part of this year’s May
Day.
In New York City, a car caravan passed
in front of NY governor Andrew
Cuomo’s office and Jeff Bezos’s penthouse apartment, calling for worker and
economic protections. In Times Square,
demonstrators laid out body bags to represent victims of the virus. NYC is the
U.S. epicenter of the virus.
Pablo Liberato, an activist with Make
the Road New York, was quoted on “Democracy Now”:
“A lot of people are struggling with rent

tive just recently. Just incredibly scared.
“Even prior to the epidemic … there
have not been safe working conditions –
very fast lines. These are workers that are
standing on their feet for hours, overworked, working extended hours in a day
and working, often forced, on weekends.
“So these are very hard workers that are
very dedicated to that work to provide for
their families …. The reason these companies have a lot less workers right now,
is because they’re scared. I’ve been talking to families … and they’ve been telling me that they want to work, but they
want to be able to do it safely.”
Trump sacrificing workers
President Trump has just declared meatpacking to be an “essential” business, and
has ordered all the plants to remain open.
“Democracy Now” also interviewed
Sindy Benavides, the CEO of the League
of United Latin American Citizens.
“What [Trump] is asking our community
to do is march into slaughterhouses and
put their lives on the line. What he is
doing is a lack of acknowledgment and
completely voiding and annulling a person’s right to work in a safe place,” she
said.
Trump is creating a situation for these
workers to choose between going to work
in these centers of the infection or losing
their jobs.
Trump has stated that he wants to end
all “shelter-at-home” policies, which
have worked to reduce (but not eliminate)
the contagion. He says he wants all businesses to reopen soon.
Under his pressure, governors in many
states have begun to reopen some businesses. Some are trying to do this responsibly, keeping strict safeguards and
stating that if cases increase they will reverse course. Others, mainly Republicans, are allowing reopening with
minimum restrictions, even in places
where there is close personal contact such
as hair salons, barber shops, tattoo parlors, inside restaurants, etc.
Many people are concluding from this
relaxation of “shelter-at-home” that the
danger is over, and therefore are not keeping safe distances.

Some right-wing commentators argue
that the economy ought to be completely
reopened and let the pandemic run its
course, accepting the consequent high
number of deaths as a price
that has to be paid.
right now. People are not able to pay rent.
A lot of people are not working. Especially undocumented folks are not receiving any kind of money to be able to
survive in this pandemic. So we want to
make sure rent is cancelled, until we
know what’s going to happen next.”
Meatpacking Plants Hard Hit
In Fredericksburg, Pennsylvania, on
May Day over 30 cars circled the Bell &
Evans poultry processing plant to demand
it be shut down until worker protections
can be guaranteed. Dozens of COVID-19
infections and two deaths have been
linked to the plant.
Nationally, over 20 meatpacking
workers processing pork, beef and poultry have died from the virus; more than
5,000 have fallen ill. The real numbers
are far higher than the reported numbers,
due to lack of testing.
These workers stand close together,

passing meat being processed down the
line. The plants are breeding grounds for
the virus. Most plants are in rural areas,
close to the farms that raise the animals.
In many largely rural states, these plants
have become the epicenter for new cases
and deaths.
The workers in most of these plants are
Latino, including undocumented immigrants. “Democracy Now” interviewed
an organizer, Alejandro, whose immediate and extended family members work
in meatpacking plants across Iowa, South
Dakota and Nebraska. He asked that only
his first name be used out of concern for
retaliation against his family.
“In Iowa, there are many meat and food
processing plants,” Alejandro said.
“These issues are across the board …. It
is very scary for my family. I have cousins who now have tested positive. My
sister and her husband have tested posi-

No national plan of action
All these re-openings, even minimal
ones, go against what the experts say is a
precondition for ending “shelter-athome.”: Sufficient testing facilities to test
for the infection among a nationwide statistically adequate sample – at least tens
of millions – and tracing people who have
come into contact with those infected, so
that they can be tested in turn. The tracing
alone would require a large number of
medical personnel.
Neither of these prerequisites has been
anywhere near met, because the federal
government under Trump has never been
interested in doing so.
Moreover, the experts say, reopening
has to be coordinated nationwide, not
having the states do as they please, because new infections anywhere will travel
everywhere. This is true for countries,
too, as this is a worldwide pandemic.
Some right-wing commentators argue
that the economy ought to be completely
reopened and let the pandemic run its
course, accepting the consequent high
number of deaths as a price that has to be
paid.
Trump’s comments at a press conference at an Arizona face mask yesterday
reflected that view. Repeating his insistence that “we have to get our country
open,” he made clear that despite any pretenses of “more testing” and “strict safety
measures” from those who have never
shown an interest in either, the real plan
is, as ever, to force workers to risk their
lives and suffer in the name of capitalist
profits.
“Will some people be affected? Yes,”
Trump said. “Will some people be affected badly? Yes. But we have to get our
country open and we have to get it open
soon.”
n
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BY ANN MONTAGUE
Today, Dr Anthony Fauci is well known
as a trusted scientist who is trying to
guide the country through a pandemic.
All the polls say over 80% of the people
in this country see him as the most reliable spokesperson on the COVID 19 Task
Force.
Gay men and lesbians who were involved in fighting a past epidemic (the
AIDS pandemic) knew Dr. Fauci as a
more complex figure in their struggle
with the head of the National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID).
It is clear that his years of working on
HIV/AIDS, and his experience with activists is reflected in how he talks to the
nation today. Fauci often refers to the fact
that for seven long years there was no
virus management for HIV – no drugs, no
vaccine, no cure.
Dr Fauci was 34 years old when he
started working for the NIH (National Institutes of Health) and ten years later, in
1984 he became their Director of NIAID.
He led the national response to the
HIV/AIDS epidemic.
On June 5, 1981, he received a Centers
For Disease Control (CDC) Morbidity
and Mortality Weekly Report that listed
five gay men in Los Angeles who were
generally healthy, but died of a strange
pneumonia only previously seen in some
cancer patients. One month later he saw
an additional 26 cases from San Francisco and New York City. Dr Fauci led
the response to this new epidemic. He
would later say that previously all his patients had cancer, were treated accordingly and got better and left the hospital.
But his HIV patients generally all died in
just 23 weeks.
In 1987, a meeting of 300 men and
women met to form ACT UP (AIDS Coalition To Unleash Power). By this time
it had been six years since the first cases
of HIV/AIDS appeared with continuous
death and suffering. They made activism
a vital part of the gay movement—turning anger and fear into action. Their focus
was on the health insurance industry, Wall
Street and the NIH where Dr Fauci was
their target.
Their major demand of him was access
to experimental AIDS drugs. Their demands were “Fight Back, Fight Aids,”
“Silence=Death!” and “Drugs Into
Bodies”. In 1988, they organized a major
action which shut down the FDA (Food
and Drug Administration). They blocked
the doors and hallways chanting, “Hey,
Hey, FDA, How Many People Have You
Killed Today” and “Fauci, You Are Killing Us”. After their action they launched
a media tour demanding a shortened drug
approval process and illustrating that they
knew every detail of the complex FDA
process.
Tensions came to a head in 1990 when
activists were not given a seat at the table
where the discussions were taking place
regarding the AIDS clinical trials. There

Dr. Anthony Fauci and the
Gay community: Then and Now

was a massive demonstration outside
Fauci’s office, with activists wearing
Grim Reaper masks and carrying
large coffins. There were sixty
arrests.
Eventually Dr. Fauci ended up loosening HIV drug clinical trial requirements
so that more patients could try new compounds.
This is now common and called “parallel tracking” which is the use of drugs
that have been proven to be non-toxic and
then are placed both in clinical trials and
released simultaneously to patients who
do not qualify for the trials but may have
no other treatment options.
ACT UP members were included in
writing procedural standards, and they
were added to expanded seats on the
planning committee of the AIDS Clinical
Trial Group. This was a significant win,
as federal bureaucrats had finally acceded
to activists’ demands.
Ann Northrop, a lesbian AIDS activist
at this time commented on Fauci’s evolution: “I would say at the beginning of his
encounter with us, he was a pretty typical
bureaucrat, making excuses for the slow
pace of drug investigation and approval.
I will give him credit for turning into
someone who listened more to the activist
point of view and eventually became
more of an ally.”
There also is agreement that he was
never homophobic like the majority of
the medical establishment at this time.
U.S. Presidents were always a problem
in dealing with the AIDS epidemic. Ronald Reagan never mentioned AIDS until
1987, six long years into the epidemic.
Bill Clinton promised federal funding for

Ann Northrop, a
lesbian AIDS activist at
this time commented on
Fauci’s evolution: “I
will give him credit for
turning into someone
who listened more to the
activist point of view
and eventually became
more of an ally.”
a massive needle exchange program and
then dropped it. George W. Bush did approve funds to fight global AIDS. However, the money went to Christian
groups that silenced LGBT voices in both
the U.S. and abroad.
Recently, one of Dr Fauci’s most compelling statements about this period was
made during a televised briefing of the
COVID-19 Task Force. The Surgeon
General spoke briefly about the disparity
of virus cases being experienced in African-American and Latino communities.
Immediately, Dr Fauci went to the podium and speaking slowly in his pedagogic manner addressed the issue of
disparity of suffering.
“This has happened before when there
was incredible stigma against the Gay
community. And the Gay community responded with the most incredible courage, strength, and activism.”
Fauci’s statement came when there had
already been a controversy brewing in
New York City. Rev. Franklin Graham’s

“Samaritan’s Purse” had just set up a 68bed field hospital in Central Park that was
intended to take the overflow from Mt
Sinai Hospital. The non-profit put out a
plea for medical professionals to volunteer.
There was a lot of public concern due to
Franklin Graham’s frequent attacks on
the LGBT community. He has compared
same sex marriage to polygamy and incest and opposed a bill banning anti-gay
conversion therapy.
Samaritan’s Purse requires volunteers to
sign a statement of “faith” that specifically excludes gay volunteers. Two gay
men have been rejected. The statement
they refused to sign stated, “God’s plan
for human sexuality is to be expressed
only within the context of traditional marriage. Men and women are made to complete each other.” When Graham
responded to criticism he told the Charlotte Observer, “This is who we are. He
added that they also reject people who
drink on the job, do drugs or swear.” This
violates New York State Civil Rights
Code, New York City Human Rights Law
and Mt Sinai Hospital Non-discrimination Policy.
Reclaim Pride, NYC, initially issued a
statement, “We were promised there
would be no discrimination by “Samaritan’s Purse” in its services to New
Yorkers. But they discriminate in who is
allowed to help.”
On May 5th the New York Reclaim
Pride Coalition held a news conference
and protest near Mt Sinai Beth Israel
Hospital. It lasted 15 minutes and everyone was wearing masks and practicing
social distancing.
They criticized the mayor, governor and
Mount Sinai Health Systems for welcoming “Samaritans Purse” into New York.
They were ordered to disperse and received a summons for “violating an emergency measure by the mayor.”
Bill Dobbs, an attorney and member of
Reclaim Pride, said the order was unconstitutional because people were allowed
to be in the street as long as they remained six feet apart. “If people can
move around on the sidewalk, the first
amendment is still intact.”
n

Gay Pride and the pandemic: Back to the 1980s?
Every year since 1969, the LGBT community has
been in the street demanding their civil and human
rights. The idea of not being there this year is daunting.
Some years it seems more like a celebration and some
years it is more militant, but the streets are ours. Even
in those years of the AIDS epidemic when our community was under assault, we were there. The cities that
have corporate dominated Pride cancelled months ago.
The smaller towns with grass roots Pride are waiting to
decide how to safely be in the streets this year.
The year 2020 seems more like we are back to the
1980’s.
Our basic human rights are under attack. Two areas
are bellwethers of all others.
In the past 6 years there has been an alarming emergence of violence against our community. The Southern
Poverty Law Center 2019 reports, “Groups that vilify
the LGBTQ community represent the fastest-growing
sector among hate groups in 2019— 43% increase.
They include a network of churches led by Steven An-
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derson who once called for the assassination of President Obama. He is pastor and head of Faithful World
Baptist Church, a Hate group based in Tempe, AZ, as
well as new chapters of Mass Resistance, based in Waltham, MA.”
The increase of homophobic and transphobic hate
crimes have greatly increased in number but also the
level of violence.
After the euphoria of the Supreme Court decision establishing marriage equality in all 50 states, there were
warnings of what may be ahead. Michelangelo Signorile wrote an important book, It’s Not Over. He warned
of complacency and reminded everyone that they can
get married one day and get fired the next in over half
the states.
There are only 21 states that have legal employment
protections. For decades federal legislation has laid
dormant
by
Republicans
and
Democrats.
Republicans oppose federal protections and Democrats
refuse to bring in up for a vote. The only protections in

the 29 states are for those who have a union contract.
There are two Supreme Court decisions that are expected this month in cases that challenge Title VII of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which prohibits workplace discrimination on the basis of sex.
Bostock v. Clayton County, GA asks whether discrimination against a worker because of sexual orientation
constitutes prohibited employment discrimination
under federal statute.
The second case, R.G. and G.R. Harris Funeral
Homes, Inc. v. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, asks whether federal law prohibits employment discrimination against transgender individuals.
When these cases were first argued before the court
in the fall of 2019, unemployment rates were at an all
time low. Now the virus has displaced 40 million
workers. The prospect of reactionary Supreme Court
decisions threatens the job security and civil rights
of millions more. —A.M.

BY MARTY GOODMAN
As of May 16, the death toll amongst
New York City’s transit workers hit 129.
New York City bus driver Danny Cruz,
who himself survived COVID-19, compiles a Facebook list of his fallen comrades. Cruz explained to the press in early
April, “Every time I have to add a name,
my heart loses a beat…Why is this happening? Why were we not better prepared? How many more members will we
have to lose?” Cruz made those comments on April 7 when the death toll was
41.
More than 10,000 of 74,000 employees
of New York’s Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) have been quarantined during the pandemic.The quarantine
and death tolls represent totals that are
mostly from within New York City itself.
MTA workers are organized by the
41,000-strong Transport Workers Union
Local 100.
By April 8, the MTA death rate from
COVID-19 among workers “was three
times the combined rate of the city police
and fire departments, which employ first
responders like cops and EMS crews.”
(NY Daily News, 4/8/20).
In New York City, the rate of COVID19 deaths within the African American
and Latino communities are roughly double that of other groups, due to capitalism’s systemic racism. Given that the
MTA’s workforce is mostly African
American, Latino and immigrant, capitalism’s racist injustices could not have been
more cruelly on display.
“We are not essential. We are sacrificial,” wrote Sujatha Gidla, a NYC train
conductor and author, in her May 5 OpEd article in the NY Times. Gidla described the hellish conditions of a subway
conductor. “Common sense tells you that
subway trains and platforms are giant
vectors of this virus. We breathe it in
along with steel dust. As a conductor,
when I stick my head out of the car to
perform the required platform observation, passengers at many stations are
standing 10 inches from my face. At other
times, they lean into the cab to ask questions.”
Gidla added, “My co-workers want
doors locked on the two cars where the
crew rides. We want hazard pay and
family leave for childcare.”
TWU International President John Samuelsen, a former NYC track worker and
former Local 100 president, observed, “A
diabolical person could not have engineered a better spreader of the virus than
the New York City subway system. Transit workers, by the very nature of the
work we do, we develop lung disorders at
a disproportional rate. We breathe in diesel fumes, steel dust, manganese from
welding. When I started as a track worker
in the ’90s, a lot of the old-timers who
were on the job then later died of lung
disease.”
Complete lack of PPE
John Costa, International President of
the International Amalgamated Transportation Union (ATU), the largest of the two
U.S. transit unions, says that less than
half of his members have masks, gloves
and proper disinfectant. Costa says strikes
are possible if agencies don’t respond to
worker concerns.
The MTA is a New York State run entity that is $43 billion in debt to bankers
and Wall Street crooks. The agency is
overseen by Governor Andrew Cuomo,
arguably a “progressive” Democrat, who
has claimed that New York State is
“broke.” Cuomo had cut funding to hospitals and education before the pandemic
began and seeks even more cuts.
During the entire COVID crisis
Cuomo’s MTA routinely claimed to be
merely following Trump’s CDC guidelines, despite the alarming early number
of transit worker deaths.
Early on, an April 3 MTA memo warned
workers not to wear masks. An MTA official stated it would “panic” passengers.

COVID-19 and NYC transit worker hell
More than 10,000 of 74,000 employees
of New York’s Metropolitan
Transportation Authority (MTA) have
been quarantined during the pandemic.
The quarantine and death tolls (129)
represent totals that are mostly from
within New York City itself.
As no surprise to anyone, the Trump administration has not issued rules guidance
on the right to refuse unsafe work.
At the onset of the crisis, Patrick Foye,
MTA CEO and Chairman, employed the
hollow excuse that it followed Trump’s
Center for Decease Control (CDC) safety
guidelines. Since 2012 the MTA has had
an emergency “pandemic” plan to stockpile PPE and other supplies that were
supposed to last six weeks, but not used.
The World Health Organization declared
a “pandemic” on March 11.
But, New York State isn’t really broke
as Cuomo has been claiming. There are
112 billionaires in New York State worth
a combined $525 billion, many of whom
contributed to Cuomo’s election campaigns. If New York’s greedy class was
taxed meaningfully, which would include
taxing Wall Street’s trillions through a
stock sales tax, NewYorks’s debts would
evaporate overnight.
The sequence of MTA lies and hypocrisy was exposed in a May 5 video entitled “They dropped the Ball,” by
“Business Insider.” The 12-minute clip
(search Facebook “They Dropped the
Ball”) includes interviews with several
transit workers who railed against the
MTA’s “safety” practices, despite its’
public relations boast that it distributed
millions of dollars-worth of PPE and performed 72-hour train sanitation practices.
Workers interviewed in the video said
that they had not received PPE for weeks
and bus sanitation schedules were not observed.
Initially, workers were told not to wear
masks as it violated uniform policy and
might alarm passengers (May 19 Bus
memo). Train Operator Kimberly
McLauren told the Business Insider,
“Some locations received masks. Most
did not.”
Moreover, this writer, a retired New
York transit worker, has viewed Station
Booth daily sanitation logs that were
completely without entries.
Ejecting the homeless
On April 30, Cuomo announced that
trains and buses would cease operations
at night and be sanitized, in part by nonunion workers filling the staffing gap left
by self-quarantining TWU Cleaners. The
non-union cleaners are often immigrants
working without health benefits.

Cuomo’s nightly train operation includes the ejection of innumerable homeless people from trains who are then
bused to overcrowded, unsanitary and unsafe “shelters,” which many homeless refuse to enter.
Under Mayor Bill de Blasio, a “progressive” Bernie Sanders supporter who is
also threatening city workers with possible layoffs, there is a record 21,000 plus
homeless New Yorkers seeking refuge
from the street. A coalition of homeless
advocates have protested the nightly
round-up in a statement that said, in part,
“While hundreds of thousands of apartments and hotel rooms go empty…homeless New Yorkers have nowhere safe to
stay. This is absolutely wrong and unacceptable.”
The Local 100 Fightback Coalition has
also proposed using these vacancies to
house essential workers near their jobs
during the pandemic, enabling the shutdown of the pandemic plagued transit
system.
After returning from quarantine on April
27, veteran MTA train operator Seth Rosenberg, a member of the Local 100
Fightback Coalition, told Socialist Action
that the horrific employee death toll represents, “The complete and utter disregard for our lives by the MTA. Because
of Cuomo the MTA didn’t shut down and
transit workers paid the price.”
By the middle of March, says Rosenberg, the MTA, “would not do the minimum to keep us safe. The MTA showed
how repugnant it is.” (see Facebook:
Local100 Fightback Coalition)
Bus workers took the initiative to tape
off the front section of the bus to restrict
driver contact with passengers, except for
seniors and the handicapped. Riders
boarded for free at the rear door. Bus officials conceded the safety measure to bus
worker rank and file action.
Likewise, Seth Rosenberg and other
train operators taped off a half-dozen
seats next to the door to the operator’s
cab. The door has a vent and permeable
gaps that allow COVID-19 infected air
into the train operator’s cab.
Despite the worker’s safety precautions,
Rosenberg was told by supervision to remove the tape. He did but followed it up
with grievances. He still faces discipline
for his potentially life-saving act.
Rosenberg was successful however in

challenging MTA management over
packed crew rooms that were in blatant
disregard of social distancing.
The MTA’s smaller subdivisions, the
5,000 employee-strong Metro North –
which has suffered three deaths from
COVID – and the Long Island railroad
system, both extend beyond New York
City.
Metro North and Long Island train
workers can strike legally and negotiated
concessions from the MTA during the
pandemic crisis, unlike New York City
MTA workers who are subject to the
union-busting Taylor Law strike prohibitions. Local 100 defied the Taylor Law
when it went on strike in 2005.
Contempt for workers
Indeed, the MTA’s COVID-19 policy –
and the entire national COVID response
– highlights the contempt both capitalist
parties have for the welfare of working
people and the working poor, offering
chump change financial relief, with no
job or housing security and ever-longer
breadlines.
TWU International President Samuelsen
politically partnered with Gov. Cuomo
when they cemented two contract agreements containing wage cuts for new
members – creating a second-class union
membership – violating basic union solidarity principles.
Nonetheless, TWU has issued a 10point list of demands in an undated release that appears on the TWU Local 100
website. The list is notable for its largely
toothless demands, which are unaccompanied by calls for worker action.
But, bottom line, no strikes were called
by the TWU and ATU, two class-collaborating labor union leaderships – no matter
what the death toll!
However, the ATU and TWU have now
taken significant stands in support of protests against racism and police brutality
in the brutal murder of George Floyd by
four Minneapolis cops.
On May 28, ATU Local 1005 Minneapolis Bus driver Kilgore Trout (a pseudonym) and other bus drivers in
Minneapolis signed a petition refusing to
transport police officers or arrested protestors.
At one bus garage in downtown Minneapolis on May 28, some workers refused
to drive buses that were being dispatched
to transport police. (see Facebook union
group: Justice4GeorgeFloyd)
The same day, at Brooklyn’s Barclays
Center, a TWU Local 100 Bus driver refused to transport arrested protesters to
jail, which earned the sustained applause
of demonstrators.
Socialists say, “Fire MTA CEO Patrick
Foye! Cancel the MTA debt to the banks
and Wall Street crooks!”
Cut the war budget and fund a green,
eco-socialist mass transportation system
that is safe for workers and passengers!
Socialist Action says, “Capitalism is the
virus!”
n
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Meatpacking workers are being
decimated by COVID-19

“Here was a population, low-class and
mostly foreign, hanging always on the
verge of starvation, and dependent for
its opportunities of life upon the whim of
men every bit as brutal and unscrupulous as the old-time slave drivers.”
–The Jungle, by Upton Sinclair, 1906
BY DON HARMON
In these pandemic times, “we are all in
this together” is the laughable and false
statement that we hear ad nauseum and
that bears no relationship to reality, and
worse, hides the truth. This is the big lie
that big business, the Trump administration, and the mass media — The New
York Times, Washington Post, CNN, and
MSNBC — spew out.
Here’s a few undisputed COVID-19
facts: the positive cases of the virus
among African American, Latinx and
Native American communities are far
greater than their share of the population.
Our nursing homes are predominantly
segregated: once again, oppressed minorities are much more likely to be victimized by the pandemic than their white
counterparts.
The latest COVID-19 hotspots are
America’s meat processing facilities and
its workers — the focus of this article —
who are mostly Latinx, African Americans, and the nation’s newest immigrants
from such countries as Somalia, Sudan,
Ethiopia, Congo, Nigeria, Nepal, Myanmar, Bangladesh and Bosnia.
On April 28, President Trump ordered
all meatpacking plants to be exempt from
any state orders to close those plants for
health reasons — thus doing the bidding
of the meatpacking oligarchs from JBS
USA, Smithfield Foods, and Tyson
Foods.
On the next day, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture released a statement warning
“further action” against plants that don’t
reopen. “Plants should resume operations
as soon as they are able after implementing the CDC/OSHA guidance for the protection of workers,” Agriculture Secretary
Sonny Perdue wrote in a letter to the multimillionaire meat-processing bosses.
In late May, the number of coronavirus
cases tied to outbreaks at the beleaguered
plants passed 18,000, according to the
Midwest Center for Investigative Reporting. At least 170 plants in 29 states have
had one or more workers test positive for
the coronavirus and at least 70 workers
have died.
The positive cases of COVID-19 are no
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The latest COVID-19 hotspots are America’s
meat processing facilities and its workers—
who are mostly Latinx, African Americans,
and the nation’s newest immigrants from such
countries as Somalia, Sudan, Ethiopia,
Congo, Nigeria, Nepal, Myanmar, Bangladesh
and Bosnia.
doubt much higher than what is made
public. Some of the midwestern governors, under the influence of Tyson,
Smithfield, JBS, etc., are either deliberately withholding the latest ugly statistics, or are obfuscating the reality.
Smithfield management has refused to
answer even basic questions about the
size of their outbreaks.
In Kansas, state officials said there were
more than 2,000 meatpacking-related
cases spread across nine clusters, but they
refused to name those facilities. In Nebraska, where the National Guard has
helped with the mass-testing of meatpacking workers, state and local officials
have often refused to provide any details.
These capitalists and their officeholding
cronies justify their secrecy, exclaiming
that the pandemic is bad for business, bad
for the economy! But what about the
health crisis, with over 100,000 deaths
nationwide? These capitalists’ reply: The
nation’s meat supply is at risk, broken.
Americans demand their freedom, specifically the right to eat hamburgers, pork
chops, and sirloin steaks. “Death is
death,” President Trump said callously.
And the tens of thousands of meat processing plant workers who are being
forced to go to work — no unemployment pay if you can’t prove you have the
virus — amidst unsafe, life-threatening
conditions? And the thousands who have
been infected, and the hundreds who are
suffering on ventilators, intubated, and
dying?
The meatpacking workers demand to be
tested! But at this late date only a little
more than 3% of Americans have been
tested, because wealthy America, with its
profit-driven and de-centralized health
care system, didn’t plan ahead and thus
doesn’t have enough swabs, enough reagents, enough testing materials!
Meanwhile, back at the plant, the meat
bosses say, “Hey, no tests, no problem.
We’ll take your temperature at the door.”

Which is what happened to the 4,500plus workers at the JBS facility in Greeley, Colorado. At this massive operation,
management was tested first; the results
were 40% positive.
Whoa, too high, said the Greeley bosses.
Time to stop the testing. So JBS has conducted no organized testing of its
workers. The result is that many workers
who were asymptomatic — showing no
obvious symptoms, but still carriers of the
virus — were going to work. This is how
the virus spreads.
Working conditions and pay
The meat processing workers, predominantly Latinx, African American and
new immigrants — over 40 languages are
spoken at the Sioux Falls, South Dakota
plant — are forced to work at a fast pace
— “efficiency” is the meat bosses key
word — in front of speeding conveyor
belts at the rate of 30 to 40 seconds per
animal. They stand shoulder-to-shoulder,
wielding sharp, vibrating electric knives,
in an unsanitary environment.
At one midwestern plant, the pace is so
unrelenting and the working conditions
so medieval, that many workers wear
diapers because they are not permitted a
restroom break when they need one.
Many ice their wrists at night and rely on
a daily dose of ibuprofen to keep up with
the pace.
Long before the virus, meat processing
workers have suffered from loss of hands
and arms, back injuries, and due to the
mind-numbing repetitive work, wrist injuries such as carpal tunnel syndrome. At
the Tyson Foods pork plant in Waterloo,
Iowa, workers wore a motley assortment
of bandanas, painters’ masks, and sleep
masks to try to protect themselves from
the virus, because their employer didn’t
supply the proper N-95 masks that would
give the best protection.
At the Smithfield Sioux Falls plant, with
3,600 workers, the company offered employees a “responsibility bonus” of $500

— some workers called it a bribe — if
they finished all of their shifts through the
end of April. Estimates of the hourly
wage at the Sioux Falls plant range from
$14-$16 an hour, which is not a living
wage in 2020 America. Many workers
were happy to get the bonus, bribe or not.
They have families to feed, rent to pay.
One worker at an Iowa plant is retiring
this month after 38 years. His pay? $16
an hour, which was his starting pay way
back in 1982, when there was a union. In
his 38 years on the job, from 1982 to
2020, he has had no wage increase and
during that time, witnessed the loss of his
union. His co-workers, with less seniority
and the victims of the union’s concession
bargaining (yielding to the employer’s
demands) suffer from being “second tier”
or “third tier” — the insidious union contract language that relegates these
“newer” workers — many of whom have
been on the job for 10 years, 20 years —
to less than $16/hour.
Role of racism
The coronavirus pandemic has exposed
many of America’s social obscenities. In
the 21st century, we still operate our food
systems — beef, pork, and chicken processing plants as well as farms where
fieldworkers pick the fruits and vegetables — as if they were a 19th century
plantation. The nation’s Secretary of Agriculture, Sonny Perdue, has described
the unwillingness of Americans to perform dangerous and undervalued foodchain work: “These are jobs that are
contributing to the American economy by
doing many of the jobs that Americans
just don’t want to do anymore, and this is
one of them.”
When Perdue says “Americans,” he
means white Americans. For Perdue and
his ilk, brown and black people are not
real Americans, and therefore the meat
supply and meat profits come first.
South Dakota Governor Kristi Noem
generated anger when discussing the temporary closure of the Smithfield pork
plant in Sioux Falls, saying “99% of
what’s going on today wasn’t happening
inside the facility.” The spread of the
virus happened “more at home, where
these employees were going home and
spreading some of the virus because a lot
of these folks who work at this plant live
in the community, the same building,
sometimes in the same apartment.”
Translation: Blame the victims; the Latinx and new immigrants from Africa and
Asia and how they live are the root cause
of the virus spreading. A Wisconsin official declared that it’s not the “regular
people” who get the virus, but “those
other people.” In Iowa, Latinx make up
only 6 percent of the state’s population
but are nearly a third of those infected
with COVID-19.
Virus spreading in the midwest
In May, due to the prompting of President Trump and his like-minded, profitsfirst capitalist co-thinkers, many parts of
America are opening up. The rate of increase has plateaued in New York City,
but COVID-19 is steadily increasing in
the nation’s heartland, especially in such
states as Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas, Minnesota, South Dakota, and Colorado. And
what do these states have in common?
Large meat processing centers that have
two thousand, three thousand, even four
thousand workers — often toiling more
than 8 hours a day. Who are these hardworking humans? Brown and Black
people from Latin America, Africa, Asia
— many of whom are the newest Americans.
Despite the efforts of the meat bosses
and midwestern governors to hide the
virus — it’s bad for business! they exclaim — with some research one can ferret out where the virus is happening. The
viral hotspots in the nation’s heartland —
with positive cases of COVID-19 of at
least 1% and as high as 4% of a town’s
(continued on page 13)

(Statement by the four Embassy Protectors, Washington, D.C., June 3, 2020)
The federal charge of “interfering with
certain protective functions” levied
against four members of the Embassy
Protection Collective was formally
dropped today in a hearing before Chief
Judge Beryl A. Howell in US District
Court. The four defendants are Adrienne
Pine, David Paul, Kevin Zeese and Margaret Flowers. They were arrested on
May 16, 2019 when federal police raided
the Venezuelan Embassy in violation of
the Vienna Convention, which requires
host countries to protect embassies and
restricts them from entering without permission from the sovereign government.
Judge Howell sentenced the Embassy
Protective Collective to no jail time. After
a jury refused to convict them in early
February, resulting in a mistrial, the prosecutors offered to drop the federal charge
and substitute one of most minor local
misdemeanor charges in the D.C. Code,
incommoding, that is, basically causing a
disturbance. The protectors faced a potential year in jail and $100,000 fine each.
They are now free on six months of probation.
The four protectors were in the Venezuelan Embassy in Washington, D.C. for
over a month last spring with the permission of the elected, constitutional government of Venezuela, which is recognized
by the United Nations and over 130 countries. The United States was attempting to
overthrow the democratically elected
Venezuelan government. When that
failed, it took the unprecedented step of
recognizing the then-president of the National Assembly, Juan Guaido, as president and handing Venezuela’s assets in
the United States over to him. All of this
violates international law.
The Embassy Protection Collective
formed in April 2019 to stop the US government from illegally giving Venezuela’s main embassy in the United States
to Guaido’s supporters. Guaido’s political

...Meatpackers
(continued from page 12)

entire population — are in the places that
are home to these giant meatpacking
plants.
In Iowa: Perry, Denison, Marshalltown,
Storm Lake, and Waterloo. In Nebraska:
Crete, Dakota City, Grand Island, Lexington, and Schuyler. In Kansas: Dodge City,
Garden City, and Liberal. And, not surprisingly, all these towns have large and
growing communities of Latinx and, in
the last two decades, increasing immigrant communities from Somalia, Sudan,
Nigeria, Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos — to
name only a few.
In 1986, when this author — along with
hundreds of others from around the nation — travelled to Austin, Minnesota to
assist the strike of the meatpacking
workers of Local P9, most of the strikers
were white. But in the decades since then,
there has been a sea-change.
Protection for the workers?
Despite the obvious and in-your-face
safety and sanitary violations committed
by the owners of the meatpacking facilities, OSHA (Occupational Safety and
Health Administration) has filed no citations against the meatpacking owners. No
demands from this toothless organism:
OSHA is so weak and ineffectual that it
depends on the meatpacking companies
to voluntarily report workplace injuries.
Under both Republican and Democratic
administrations, OSHA has become a lapdog for industry, instead of fighting for
the rights of the working class.
What about the union? The United Food
and Commercial Workers (UFCW) represents about 80% of the beef and pork
workers, but so far, these union officials
have not fought back in any meaningful
way.

Federal charges against Venezuelan
Embassy protectors dropped

L to R: David Paul, Margaret Flowers, Adrienne Pine and Kevin Zeese

party has little support within Venezuela
and was behind violent protests in 2014
and 2017 that killed over 140 Venezuelans. Venezuelan Foreign Minister Jorge
Arreaza and other members of the elected
government, including President Maduro,
expressed their full support for the U.S.
peace activists. Many social movements
within Venezuela also expressed solidarity with the protectors.
The protectors remained inside the embassy without incident until April
30 when the United States once again
at-tempted and failed to execute a coup.
On that day, regime change actors
working with the U.S. State Department
and Juan Guaido’s “ambassador,”
Carlos Vecchio, placed the embassy
under siege, assaulting protectors, damaging and breaking into the embassy and
preventing food and supplies from being
delivered. Over the following 16 days,
the number of protectors inside dwindled

from roughly 80 people to four to conserve food, especially after power and
water were illegally cut off around May
9. The four were the last protectors inside
when the U.S. government made the decision to conduct a SWAT-style raid.
Today’s sentence marks yet another victory in the effort to protect the Venezuelan Embassy. The Embassy Protection
Collective broke through the blockade
and got supplies to the people inside; the
people inside prevented the coup supporters from staying in the embassy. The
embassy was not turned over to Guaido.
It remains empty today. The federal
charges against the four have been
dropped.
The United States continues to threaten
the Venezuelan people, using tactics illegal under international law. In recent
months, the economic war has escalated.
The President and other members of the
Venezuelan government are facing bogus

Instead, UFCW leaders issue statements urging the Trump administration
and OSHA “to immediately enact clear
and enforceable safety standards that
compel all meatpacking companies to
provide the highest level of protective

equipment through access to the federal
stockpile of PPE, ensure daily testing is
available for workers and their communities, enforce physical distancing at
all plants, and provide full paid sick leave
for any workers who are infected.”

drug trafficking charges by the U.S. Department of Justice.
The Drug Enforcement Agency has
falsely labeled Venezuela a minor transshipment point for drugs. Meanwhile,
major drug trafficking states allied with
the United States, Colombia and Honduras, are ignored with impunity.
The U.S. has placed a bounty on Venezuelan officials. The U.S. Navy is surrounding Venezuela’s coastal region
while U.S. soldiers have been sent from
Colombia to the Venezuelan border. U.S.backed mercenaries have tried to enter
Venezuela to kidnap or assassinate the
President.
None of this has deterred the Venezuelan people from defending their sovereignty
and
their
Bolivarian
revolutionary process.
The Embassy Protection Collective is
planning to host a webinar featuring social movement leaders from Venezuela in
an effort to build international solidarity
and opposition to U.S. imperialism. The
protectors share a vision with Venezuelans and many people around the world
of a future based on peace between countries, international cooperation and respect for international law.
The U.S. activists hope their government will end its sanctions, blockade and
aggression toward Venezuela and all
countries being targeted and join in the
spirit of international cooperation that
prevails in this time of a global pandemic,
recession and climate crisis.
The four embassy protectors thank the
many people in the U.S., Venezuela and
around the world who supported them
through the last year.
They thank their defense committee for
building that support and raising funds to
pay legal fees. They thank their excellent
legal team. And they affirm their solidarity with all who are resisting injustice and
state violence both domestically and
abroad.
n
Do you think the employers feel threatened by such a meek response? No.
That’s all these union “leaders” do: issue
statements that “urge” and “request.”
Even the word “demand” is too strong for
these labor-fakers. After all, if you demand, then you may have to act. Instead,
the owners know that the national UFCW
misleaders and most of the local union officials act as a brake on any militant response from the members.
If ever the conditions were ripe for a
workers’ rebellion, the meatpacking
plants are the place. (As of late May, farm
laborers in the apple orchards of Washington state are currently on strike.)
Under the pressure of these draconian
working conditions, and with COVID-19
looming in the air, meatpacking laborers
have a great opportunity to organize
themselves and change their union into a
fighting instrument.
This fightback won’t be easy, and it may
not happen soon. But the virus is not
going away, and so the righteous anger of
the workers is also not going away. They
are going to radicalize and feel their collective power, with real demands for
meaningful change in working conditions
and pay.
And by extrapolation, other American
workers — 40 million have applied for
unemployment benefits — who are suffering in these pandemic times, may also
radicalize and unite themselves into a
workers’ party, one that is truly democratic and fights for the interests of
workers and their natural allies among the
communities of Latinx, African Americans, Native Americans and our newest
citizens.
Now is the time for American workers
to realize that the Democratic Party is not
their friend and never has been. The
COVID-19 working conditions are ripe,
over-ripe, for American workers to have
their own organization.
n
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On the Pandemic Front Line in Nova Scotia
by Edson Castilho, President,
IWK local of the NSNU
I am a nurse at the IWK Health Centre
in Halifax. It is a women’s and children’s
hospital that serves the people of Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick and PEI. This
hospital has had no cases of patients with
the corona virus. Very few or no staff
(it is impossible to know because the
bosses cite the confidentiality of occupational health information) have tested
positive. This means no staffing shortage
caused by the need to have contacts of
an infected person self-isolate until they
test negative. So, we have been relatively lucky, compared to an institution like
Northwood.
Northwood is the largest long-term
care facility east of Quebec. Fifty-two
(as of May 22) of the total of fifty-eight
deaths (i.e. 90%) that have occurred in
Nova Scotia as a result of the pandem-

ic have been of residents of this one
facility. It is a private, not-for-profit facility that receives government funding
(woefully inadequate) for the care of the
people who live there. Northwood is a
facility that consists of a wide range of
elderly residents, from seniors who live
independently in their own Northwood
apartments, to seniors who require some
assistance with medical care or activities
of daily living, to seniors who are completely reliant on the care provided by
the staff for their medical needs as well
as activities of daily living.
Currently, the thinking is that
COVID-19 was brought into the facility
by asymptomatic staff who acquired it
in the community. Once in the facility it
spread very quickly due to the way that
residents are housed, with many living
in ward-like rooms with up to four residents per room. The virus also spread
very quickly among staff causing a staff-

ing crisis. This crisis resulted in an order,
issued by the Minister of Health, Randy
Delorey, that reassigned staff working
at the QEII Health sciences centre to
Northwood.
Those workers reported appalling
conditions almost immediately and the
union issued a news release. Actions
were then taken to ramp up supplies of
PPE, proper rooming and isolation of patients, etc. But just recently, a nurse from
the IWK who volunteered to go there,
reported that conditions were still terrible, that patients with symptoms were
not isolated because they had not yet
been tested. It is a scandal that so many
seniors have had to die because of decisions by many governments, not just the
current one, to underfund long term and
home care. The CEO of Northwood, to
her credit, has been asking for years for
capital funding to convert Northwood to
an all-single-patient room facility. She

was denied every time. In fact, Northwood’s overall funding has actually been
cut by the Liberal government each of
the last two years, all in the name of their
obsessive quest to balance budgets and
slay the deficit.
At the IWK many nurses have been
reassigned in a manner that completely
violates the collective agreement. Decisions made by managers that affect
workers are always made with no input
from workers and no management accountability. Nurses have been shifted to
units that are chronically short-staffed.
This had nothing to do with the effects
of the pandemic. Many of these nurses
feel justifiably angry with the employer
for the upheaval this has caused in their
lives.
In Nova Scotia, we have been quite
fortunate overall (outside of Northwood).
But this pandemic has really shone a
light on what can happen when governments consistently make decisions that
favour the wealthy and business interests. In the name of cutting deficits, the
Premier and the Liberal Party of Nova
Scotia have gone to war against unions,
have done nothing to address poverty
(Nova Scotia was the only province to
see its child poverty rate increase in the
last ten years), cut funding to long term
and home care and the health system in
general, and continued to impose austerity on the majority of Nova Scotians.
I really hope that this pandemic will
result in an awakening to the need for
a robust and well-funded public sector;
that the public will press the government
to serve the needs of working people instead of corporations and the wealthy,
and that the public will demand improvements to the health system on which we
all depend, especially in times like these.

Break the Siege of Gaza! No Annexation of the
West Bank! Free, free Palestine!
Remarks to Al Nakba –
Solidarity with Palestine
May 16 online rally
By Barry Weisleder
On May 18, 2019 the first Pan-Canadian Day of Action for Palestinian rights
took place. In Toronto, close to 500 people rallied and marched to demand justice for the Palestinian people.
Today, under the pandemic, our cause
is more urgent. COVID-19 is a dagger
pointed at the heart of Gaza; a dagger
wielded by Israel which has imposed a
14-year blockade on two million Gazans.
The obstruction of medicine and health
equipment by Israel poses the threat of a
severe humanitarian catastrophe. Canada
should break the siege of Gaza by sending aid now.
We know that, at least since 2017, public opinion in Canada backs sanctions
against the Zionist state. Still the authorities, at all levels, try to vilify, even to
outlaw Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions,
to ban the Al Quds march, and stop anti-Zionist free speech. This is a sign of
panic by Zionists and their friends in big
business. It is a sign of weakness.
The Palestinian people are in the forefront of resistance to world imperialism.
They did not choose this role. It was
thrust upon them. When the Ottoman
Empire collapsed in the early 20th century, the Western powers carved up the
Middle East, just as they did Africa and
Asia earlier.
Winston Churchill, Britain’s war minister in 1919-1921, authorized dropping
poisonous mustard gas on the population
of Iraq. In the face of rebellion by the
Arab masses, the imperial masters sponSOCIALIST ACTION JUNE 2020 14

sored a military fortress in the region.
They exploited the survivors of the Nazi
Holocaust for their greedy goals. But the
fact remains: Israel is a colonial settler
state. It is an outpost of imperialism in

Trotskyist movement. Our movement
opposed the creation of the Zionist state
72 years ago. We oppose the so-called
two state solution – which is just a cover for racism and ethnic cleansing. The

the Arab East. Shamefully, the USSR under Joseph Stalin voted at the U.N. for
the partition that unleashed the Nakba.
The Zionist state was founded on a
big lie: that Palestine was a land without
people for a people without land. But the
Palestinian people are here today to refute that lie.
I speak for Socialist Action as its federal secretary. SA is part of the world

truth is there is no solution to the Jewish Question under capitalism. The only
solution is world socialist revolution.
World capitalism perpetuates racism,
war, disease and climate catastrophe that
threaten civilization. The best hope for
humanity is self-empowerment of workers and oppressed peoples, the revolutionary road forward. The precondition
for that is firm and undying support for

national liberation struggles, which only
the working class and poor farmers can
lead to victory. That means no reliance
on bourgeois parties, or on the capitalist
state, or on imperialist military alliances
like NATO. This is a cornerstone of Leon
Trotsky’s strategy, which is summed up
in two words: Permanent Revolution.
Oppressed nations the world over,
from Kurdistan to Ireland to the Philippines, have long eaten the bitter fruit of
betrayal after their aspirations to national
liberation have been subordinated to the
preservation of capitalist rule.
Party leaders and the corporate media conceal the shift in public opinion
against the Occupation. The truth is: we
represent the majority! It’s time to target
Canadian corporations that profit from
the misery of the Palestinian people.
NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh should join
unions and social justice organizations in
this movement, or he should step aside.
There are many states guilty of atrocious crimes. But Israel is a lynch pin of
global imperialist rule. Richard Nixon, a
strident anti-Semite, put it best when he
called Israel “America’s biggest aircraft
carrier in the Mediterranean.” Freedom
for Palestine means freedom for humanity.
For that reason, we will not stop demanding: Break the Siege of Gaza! No
to Annexation of the West Bank! End the
Occupation! Tear Down the Apartheid
wall! For the right of all refugees to return home. For a Democratic and Secular
Palestine for all its residents: Muslims,
Jews, Christians, and atheists! Disarm
the nuclear powers, starting with the
USA and its Israeli client state. From the
River to the Sea, Palestine will be Free!

SOCIALIST ACTION
Climate and Social Dem Celebrities
Launch ‘Progressive International’

BY GARY PORTER
On May 10, climate activists, social
democrats, anti-imperialists, left-wing
commentators and critics launched a new
international project. In September, the
sponsors will meet for the inaugural Summit of the Progressive International (PI)
in Reykjavik, Iceland. It will be hosted by
the Prime Minister of Iceland and the Left
Green Movement.
This new project occurs in the context
of a raging viral pandemic, economic depression, an escalating nuclear arms race,
and rapid global warming that puts humanity on the verge of catastrophe.
Billionaires force workers back to work,
without protection from COVID-19, by
cutting financial support. “Essential”
workers who, it turns out, are often lowpaid oppressed minority workers, sicken
and die, as unemployment skyrockets.
Hospitals, stripped by 40 years of neo-liberal cuts, cannot handle the sick. Imperialist drones, bombs, brutal economic
sanctions and assassinations by special
forces never stop.
The contradictions and crises of capitalism multiply and magnify like gaping
wounds, leaving open sores across the
landscape. Witnessing all of this, billions
of people are desperate to find a way out,
including those who are forming the Progressive International.
But the list of 64 members of the PI
Council posted on its website does not include radicalizing youth, the poor or very
many workers. Most are intellectuals and
professional politicians.
The rise of authoritarian governments,
violence, anti intellectualism, hostility to
science and experts, and the decline of
civilized discourse, strand these intellectuals and parliamentary figures in darkness and fear. None of them look to the
power of mobilized workers and farmers,
or even consider that a serious possibility.
PI appears as an effort to bolster resistance to the tide of crude ignorance, chaos
and destruction represented by Trump,
Johnson, Bolsonaro, Erdogan, Duterte, et
al.
Reformists proliferate
Who are these people? From Canada,
there is author Naomi Klein of The Leap
Manifesto and Green New Deal fame, together with her media-savvy partner Avi
Lewis. While supporting the BDS movement against apartheid Israel and for a

green transformation of society, including
the elimination of inequality and the creation of ‘more democratic’ state institutions,
Klein and Lewis offer no clear analysis
of class society. They stipulate no clear
commitment to fighting for workers’
power, to replace the capitalist state, and
to institute workers’ control of the means
of production in order to meet human
needs, rather than deliver profits to billionaires.
New Democratic Party (NDP) MP Niki
Ashton, another council member from
Canada, holds similar views, though she
is somewhat clearer on the importance
and potential of the power of the unions.
The biggest names from United States
are Bernie Sanders from the capitalist
Democratic Party, now a Joe Biden campaigner, and Noam Chomsky, a long-time
critic of the imperialist role of America in
the world, who happens also to be a
Democratic Party-Joe Biden supporter.
Yannis Varoufakis, a former Finance
Minister for the Greek social democratic
SYRIZA government, is a member of the
Council. To this add a long list of ministers and legislators from across Latin
America, Europe and Africa. They profess to be on the side of workers and oppressed peoples, but their record is one of
neo-liberalism and support for global corporations and capitalist state institutions.
Liberal and social democratic journalists
and cultural figures round out the 64member council.
The PI has no program at this stage. Presumably, that will be considered at the
conference in Iceland.
Will they abolish capitalism?
Where will they stand on the rule of
profit over human need? Where will they
stand on imperialist economic and military domination of the Third World and
indigenous peoples around the world for
the purpose of super exploitation and robbing them of their resources? Where will
they stand on the need to establish
workers’ power and build a new workers’
state based on the complete destruction of
the legislative, legal, bureaucratic and repressive apparatus of the capitalist state.
Are they reformers of capitalism, albeit
perhaps radical reformers, or supporters
of the end of exploitation by a worker-led
revolutionary overthrow of capitalism
and the struggle for socialism? In the end,
do they support capitalism or workers’

power? The record of the individuals involved is not encouraging.
The idea of PI was born in December
2018, when the Democracy in Europe
Movement and the Sanders Institute in
the US issued a call proclaiming “it is
time for progressives of the world to
unite.”
On the launch of the group Monday,
May 10, Chomsky in an interview with
the Guardian said that the urgency created by the COVID-19 crisis has caused
a deepening of economic inequalities and
the rise of the far-right.
So, as autocratic neo-liberalism represents one way, “the other way is to try to
dismantle the structures, the institutional
structures that have been created; that
have led to very ugly consequences for
much of the population of much of the
world, [and] are the source of this pandemic.”
The activities of the PI initiative are
erected on three pillars: the movement
aimed to forge a global network; the
Blueprint to develop a policy for a progressive international order; and the Wire
which offers a communication service to
the world’s progressive forces.
Its stated objectives are “to promote the
union, coordination and mobilization of
activists, associations, unions, and social
movements in the face of the advance of
authoritarianism.” They say they aspire to
a “democratic, decolonized, egalitarian,
liberated, united, sustainable, ecological,
peaceful, post-capitalist, prosperous and
plural” world. This compendium of liberal and social democratic values serves
as its programmatic foundation.
Who are these people?
Fernando Haddad, the Brazilian Workers’Party’s presidential candidate,
former Ecuadorian president Rafael Correa and former Bolivian vice president
Álvaro García Linera, were all part of
“progressive governments.”
None of them produced fundamental
change in their countries´ economic and
social structures, which continued to be
capitalist and dependent, with extremely
high rates of poverty, a growing deterioration of everything public and a retreat
concerning workers´ fundamental rights.
This led to their demise, and opened the
door for right-wingers like Jair Bolsonaro, Lenin Moreno and Jeanine Áñez to
come to power in their countries.
Some of them declare themselves de-

fenders of the welfare state and claim to
defend public health, but when they governed, they weakened public health care
to pay external debt to the imperialists.
Rather than defend ecology, they maintained extractive and polluting models of
production to guarantee extraordinary
profits to corporations.
Alicia Castro, union leader of the
bureaucratic Argentine CGT and ex-Congresswoman of the Alianza, brought de la
Rúa to power. That government killed
dozens of grassroots activists during its
downfall.
The same can be said of Bernie Sanders,
who generated great expectations by
speaking of socialism in the heart of the
empire and raising popular proposals, like
universal health insurance in a country
where you can die without medical attention if you don´t have money.
His recent support for Joe Biden, a candidate for the U.S. economic establishment, a racist and misogynist leader of
the imperialist Democratic Party, completes his record, for the second time as a
Judas goat who leads his young followers
to the camp of blood-drenched capitalist
politicians.
So, what are the odds that Progressive
International will advocate an end to
usurious debts to foreign capital, the nationalization of banks and resources, and
to put foreign trade under social control,
to reverse privatizations, carry out significant agrarian reforms, or impose permanent progressive taxes on the wealthy?
Isn’t that what an international party on
the side of the working class ought to do?
But the record of most of these people
shows that they are defenders of the private property of businesses and banks,
that their model of liberty is the farce of
capitalist democracy, which they propose
to broaden just a bit, at most.
They want to put a human face on the
capitalist system, which it is impossible
to humanize, and which is becoming ever
more brutal.
Perhaps the rapidly deepening multiple
crises of capitalism will push some of
these leaders to the left, toward understanding that the problem is capitalism,
and that workers’ power is the first step
to a solution. That would be a welcome
and very positive development.
Creating capitalism with a human face
But this group is not composed of young
militants. As a group they are mature, entrenched, established figures with developed views and many years of
experience. That experience, for the most
part, is professing policies to reform the
most exploitative, oppressive and brutal
aspects of capitalism. When in government, they accepted the burdens of indebtedness, the primacy of profit over
human needs, and the duty of exacting
neoliberal cutbacks.
Revolutionary socialists already know
the source of all our existential crises is
the capitalist system, and that the only
force on earth capable of overthrowing
capitalism is the organized, class conscious working class.
Only an educated and experienced revolutionary party, with deep roots in the
workers’ movement, will be capable of
focussing the uprising of the workers,
when it comes, against the instruments of
state power. We also know that the
struggle is international in scope – it is a
war against imperialism on a global scale.
The Progressive International is not the
distillation of these vital lessons. It is
born from the failed and utterly diversionary effort to reform capitalism, to salvage it from its death agony. The PI may
foster some interesting debates, but its
basic mission is dead on arrival.
n
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