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By Nick Baker

In the midst of a global pandemic, 
unprecedented economic collapse, mass 
unemployment, hunger and desperation, 
the stock market is booming and the 
richest of the rich are richer than ever 
before.

Since March, more than 58 million 
people in the U.S. have filed for 
unemployment. The Internal Revenue 
Service now predicts that the U.S. 
economy will have almost 40 million 

The Billionaire Elite Plunder 
Working Class America

See statement from SA presidential 
candidate Jeff Mackler on Trump’s 

coup threats on page 10. –Ed.

By Barry Sheppard

Trump and the Republicans are plan-
ning to sabotage the November election 
in order to throw it into chaos.They hope 
to use this to keep Trump in power and 
the Senate with a Republican majority.

They plan to do this by two cam-

paigns. One is to undermine the post 
office to make counting of mail-in votes 
as difficult as possible. This will cause a 
delay in announcing the winner by days, 
weeks or longer. Trump has already stat-
ed that if there are such delays, he will 
not recognize the outcome if he loses.

A possible outcome will be court chal-
lenges by the Republicans and Demo-
crats over the results. An article on the 
front page of the August 9 New York 
Times was titled “Long Legal Fight 

May Follow Vote on Election Day – 
Trump Lays Groundwork to Discredit 
Result – Biden Gets Ready.”

The article refers to the disputed out-
come in the 2000 presidential elections 
in Florida, where the Supreme Court 
intervened. In a divided vote, that in-
tervention resulted in the election of 
George W. Bush as president over Al 
Gore. The Court’s decision gave Bush 
enough votes in the Electoral College to 

Trump Plans to Sabotage Elections

(continued on page 10)

In the worst of times...

fewer jobs in 2021 than they predicted 
before the pandemic, as a result of the 
prolonged economic depression. As it 
becomes widely recognized that the 
economy is not going to “bounce right 
back” into full activity – even when 
coronavirus cases do eventually decline 
– and that the current depression will 
continue for a long time, companies are 
doing anything they can to drive their 
stock prices higher.

Desperate to maintain their profits, 
many large corporations are planning 

massive layoffs and acknowledging 
that currently furloughed workers are 
not going to have jobs to come back to. 
The Wall Street Journal reports that a 
recent study found, “nearly half of U.S. 
employers that furloughed or laid off staff 
because of COVID-19 are considering 
additional workplace cuts in the next 12 
months.” The companies say low-paid 
workers will be the first to be cut.

Twice as many workers had their pay 
cut by July 1 as during the Bush-Obama 
recession that began in 2009, according 

to the Washington Post. More than 10 
million private sector workers have had 
their wages cut or been forced to work 
part-time.

Car company Tesla forced all workers 
to take a 10 percent pay cut from mid-
April until July. In the same period, 
Tesla stock skyrocketed, and CEO Elon 
Musk’s net worth has now quadrupled 
from $25 billion to over $100 billion. 
Business software company Salesforce 
announced record sales levels one day 
and layoffs of 1,000 workers the next. 
The company’s stock rose 26 percent.

Among small businesses, another study 
found that 50 percent of all small-business 
employees who were furloughed since 
March are still without work. Twenty-
eight percent are still furloughed; 22 
percent have been permanently laid off. 
Even in the government’s rigged and 
severely undercounted unemployment 
statistics, the number of people who 
have been unemployed 15-26 weeks is 
nearly double what it was at the height of 
the 2009 recession — and exponentially 
higher than at any other time since the 
Great Depression of the 1930s. 

The “stimulus” bills signed by 
Trump and passed by Democrats have 

(continued on page 6)
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Socialist Action’s New Member Ed-
ucational Series continues this month 
with its bi-weekly educational program 
to educate and integrate a growing wave 
of new recruits drawn to the ideas of rev-
olutionary socialism.

Classes are open to all Socialist Action 
comrades in the U.S. and Canada regard-
less of longevity in the socialist move-
ment, as well as contacts who are inter-
ested in joining Socialist Action.

The class series takes place via Zoom 
on Monday nights at 8:00 p.m. Eastern,  
5:00 p.m. Pacific time, with a 30-40-min-
ute presentation on key topics for revo-
lutionary Marxists followed by an open 
discussion Q&A session.

This month’s two classes are “Class 
Struggle Feminism” followed by “Le-
ninism: Understanding Imperialism and 
the State.”

Women are being profoundly affect-

ed by the global pandemic today, and 
make up two thirds of workers in the 40 
lowest paid jobs in the U.S.  Ann Mon-
tague and Lisa Luinenberg will discuss 
Social Reproduction Theory and the ori-
gins of women’s oppression, also taking 
up women’s contributions to the Cuban 
Revolution, current women’s liberation 
struggles, and how women today are 
joining the fightback against capitalism 
in every sector of society.

Vladimir Lenin, a principal leader of 
the 1917 Russian revolution, made im-
portant contributions to understanding 
the evolution of world capitalism and 
to the need for a democratic, disciplined 
revolutionary party to overthrow it. Gary 
Porter will discuss a number of Lenin’s 
central theses that meld political theory 
with revolutionary practice, holding rel-
evance for today’s activists seeking to 
change the world.
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System Change,
Not Climate 

Change!
Climate Crisis Commentary

By James Fortin

Ahh, the wonders of capitalism. Con-
crete, specifically the cement in the 
mix, accounts for about 8 percent of 
global carbon emissions. Now a Swiss 
company has developed a concrete mix 
that reduces carbon by 30 percent and 
thinks a mix with a 50 percent reduc-
tion is imminent. Might cost a little 
more, but it sure beats having to keep 
the oil in the ground.

Lot of bucks, waiting for the action. 
Candidate Biden has raised over $10 
million from self-described donors who 
favor action to block climate change, 
and another $4 million from a sin-
gle 20-minute Zoom event sponsored 
by Climate Leaders for Biden. In the 
meantime, Joe garnered warm praise 
from Lawrence Dale, a Dallas oil mag-
nate, after the candidate declined to 
support the Green New Deal or to ban 
fracking. Waiting for your plan, man. 
Or is your finger still in the air to see 
which way the wind is blowing on this?

Even Greenland is getting warmer. 
A recent study shows that since 2003 
Greenland had a yearly average loss of 
259 billion tons of ice. Last year, how-
ever, the frozen island lost a record 586 
billion tons, more than enough to put 
4 feet of water over the entire state of 
California. Just another memo to the 
politicians who talk big, but do nothing 
about climate change.

And some think God directs Trump. 
In 30 years or less, the grounds of Mar-
a-Lago, Trump’s Florida resort and get-
away, could be under a foot or more of 
water for 210 days a year, due to rising 
seas caused by climate change. We hear 
that another comment from the divine 
is imminent: better sell now. 

U.S. scores an airlines emissions win. 
Under a legal mandate to regulate air-
craft greenhouse gases, the Trump ad-
ministration has promulgated limits as 
to how much CO2 the flyboys can emit. 
The Trump EPA is now compliant, you 
see. Trouble is, the airlines met these 
limits back in 2016. As Clare Lake-
wood, a climate advocacy attorney put 
it, the government’s standards “are just 
a joke. They don’t require any meaning-
ful emissions reductions.” Then again, 
quite a few things are funny about those 
Trump EPA guys.

Why get hung up on a few words? 
When the Democratic National Com-
mittee dropped language from its plat-
form that would alienate its rich cor-
porate sponsors – calling for an end to 
subsidies and tax breaks for the fossil 
fuel industry – many climate activists 
were disheartened. Surely their hard 
feelings must have been eased when 
told by the Committee that it was just 
an honest mistake that the language 
was placed in the platform in the first 
place.

Ancient thoughts on climate justice.
“We have not inherited the earth from 
our ancestors; we have borrowed it 
from our descendants.” – a Native 
American proverb.  n

New Member 
Educational Series 

Continues!

New Member Educational Series
All classes start at 8:00 p.m. Eastern time

Mon., Aug. 10  Building the Revolutionary Socialist Party  
   Today: Lessons of the Russian Revolution
   Jeff Mackler
Mon., Aug. 24  The United Front: What It Is, and How It Can  
   Change the World
   Barry Weisleder
Mon., Sept. 7  Class Struggle Feminism
   Ann Montague & Lisa Luinenberg
Mon., Sept. 21 Leninism: Understanding Imperialism and  
   the State
   Gary Porter 
Mon., Oct. 5  How Haiti’s Slave Revolution Changed the  
   World
   Marty Goodman  
Mon., Oct. 19  Marxism and Freedom
   Gary Bills 
Mon., Nov. 2  Introduction to Marxist Economics
   Nick Baker 
Mon., Nov. 16  Racism: Its Origins and How It Will End, A  
   Marxist Understanding
   Ed Jurenas

“Books in all branches of knowledge.” Soviet poster from 1925.
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Here we reprint key sections of  
Socialist Action’s 2020 Draft Politi-
cal Resolution now under discussion 
in the party’s ranks as it approaches its  
December 2-6, 2020 National Conven-
tion. The complete text can be found at 
socialistaction.org. Readers interested 
in joining Socialist Action should email:  
socialistaction@lmi.net

So massive and widespread were the 
anti-racist Black Lives Matter mobiliza-
tions that few dared to characterize them 
as the violent deeds of small groups of 
looters, anarchists or other marginal ele-
ments. To the police and Trump charges 
of violent antifa [anti-fascist] outside 
agitators and window breaking looters, 
the broad movement easily retorted that 
Blacks have been looted for centuries, 
that the prime source of violence is sys-
temic racism, police brutality and murder 
and social inequality across the board. 
The sheer mass character of the mobili-
zations broke down myths of a society 
fully capable of rendering justice for all, 
of a nation where hard work and dedica-
tion will raise everyone’s status, where 
racism, sexism, LGBTQI+ discrimina-
tion and immigrant oppression can be 
remedied with the passage of a few bills 
or a change of guard in the Congress and 
White House. The mass character of to-
day’s movement has done more to fun-
damentally raise political consciousness 
than a thousand election-time promises. 

The past several months of intensive 
struggle highlight as never in recent 
memory the inherent power of coordinat-
ed mass action wherein those who previ-
ously considered themselves non-actors 
in society came to realize their power – 
understanding that they were indeed the 
majority and their minority oppressors 
were the defenders of a system where the 
few rule over them. Again, this dramatic 
example of the power of united front-
type mass mobilizations lies at the center 
of our revolutionary socialist tactical and 
strategic orientation. In this case the uni-
ty consisted in the most often Black-led, 
indeed Black women-led,  multi-racial 
working class mobilizations that in turn 
fundamentally altered the political and 
social consciousness of the vast majority, 
at least for now.

Crisis of leadership

Had these mobilizations taken the 
form of consciously and democratically 
planned and organized actions by a po-
litically conscious leadership emerging 
from and integrated into these mobili-
zations, the potential for a major break 
with capitalist politics would have ap-
peared for the first time in the modern 
era. Yet, no such leadership exists to-
day; hence the inevitable, present, and 
in our view temporary retreat of the 
struggle into reformist, that is, Demo-
cratic Party-oriented  channels as with 
the recent online Black National Con-
vention, the Movement for Black Lives 
(M$BL) organization and the August 
28 Al Sharpton-led initiated March on 
Washington. M4BL today states on its 
website, “BLM’s #WhatMatters2020 is a 
campaign aimed to maximize the impact 
of the BLM movement by galvanizing 
BLM supporters and allies to the polls 
in the 2020 U.S Presidential Election to 
build collective power and ensure candi-
dates are held accountable for the issues 
that systematically and disproportionate-
ly impact Black and under-served com-
munities across the nation.” All of these 
formations tout mobilizing for the 2020 

elections to “Dump Trump” as their pri-
mary solution to today’s multiple capital-
ist crises. 

Power of mass action vs. small scale 
“direct action” 

Nevertheless, the example of the pow-
er of the mass action united front has not 
been lost on our revolutionary nucleus 
and on millions of others. We have been 
a minority in championing independent 
united front mass mobilizations, while 
our reformist and ultra-left opponents 
counterpose either subordination of the 
movement to electoral politics, that is, 

the Democratic Party, or engagement of 
small groups in small scale “direct ac-
tion” or similarly small scale minority 
anarchist-like actions to “fight the po-
lice” and/or to vandalize a handful of 
police or corporate headquarters, if not 
small scale local businesses. Make no 
mistake, it is exactly when these small 
scale and almost always counterproduc-
tive and isolated actions take place that 
police agents and tiny organized right-
wing forces find opportunities to partic-
ipate with the objective of discrediting, 
via violence-baiting, the mass forces in 
motion that aim at demonstrating major-
ity power.

The power of the united front   

Our united front method is fundamen-
tally aimed at engaging millions in action 

that allow for the physical demonstration 
of this majority’s power as opposed to 
the anarchist schemes aimed at substitut-
ing the tiny few for the power of millions 
to fundamentally challenge capitalist 
power. Our orientation is aimed at edu-
cating in action the masses in motion to 
understand that the capitalist government 
itself represents the tiny minority, the in-
famous “one percent.” Today, this can 
only be accomplished with the ongoing 
organization of massive peaceful mobili-
zations. Any projected violence-oriented 
mobilizations today can only result in the 
mass exclusion of the very forces in so-
ciety with whom humanity’s future rests. 

The most oppressed groups, such as im-
migrants, Black communities systemati-
cally targeted by police, LTBTQI people, 
and women (especially those who are 
caretakers), cannot afford to get arrested 
and are much less likely to participate in 
violent demonstrations. It can only result 
in the violent ruling minority’s increased 
capacity to portray itself as the defend-
er of “peace” while characterizing the 
emerging movement as the source of vi-
olence.

It is by no means excluded that future 
united front formations will be based on 
the coming together of a variety of fight-
ing formations including organizations 
that coalesce from the present anti-racist 
struggles and new ones that emerge from 
victories won by class struggle union 
fighters who have won their stripes in 
re-building and democratizing the trade 

unions and removing the present reac-
tionary bureaucratic misleadership.

Capitalist Reform vs. Socialist Revo-
lution

We live in unprecedented times where 
capitalism’s simultaneous, deep-seated 
and multiple crises have already taken 
a great toll on the broad working class, 
with no end in sight. Few believe that the 
election of Democrat Joe Biden to the 
White House will change anything other 
than the crude, ugly and racist face and 
public demeanor of capitalism’s acci-
dental president, Donald Trump. Wheth-
er under Obama or Trump, however, and 
now no doubt Biden, the policies ad-
opted aim at serving the interests of the 
corporate elite, whether it be in imposing 
massive social spending cuts, ever gift-
ing the billionaire class bailouts in every 
form, ever increasing war spending and 
ever threatening catastrophic climate and 
environmental disaster to the planet.

The difference between today and yes-
terday rests in the massive and public ex-
posure of capitalism’s inherent and dead-
ly contradictions. It can no longer hide 
its systemic racism, two words that are 
today inextricably connected. It can no 
longer deny a climate crisis that threat-
ens life on earth itself, nor back off from 
its daily infliction of misery and poverty 
in all their forms on the great majority. 

Today, as never before in the modern 
era, the future of humankind is and will 
be in the streets as the system itself drives 
increasing millions to fight for their very 
lives at a time when real power can be 
exercised for all to see to advance the life 
and well being of the most oppressed and 
exploited and indeed for the 99 percent. 
That unity, expressed in action in the 
broad working class, is the heart and soul 
of our optimism for the future. That uni-
ty will render impossible the ruling class 
promoted and imposed divide and rule 
scapegoating scenarios. That unity will 
open the door wider than ever, with no 
exaggeration, for revolutionary socialists 
to build a deeply-rooted mass revolution-
ary party capable of playing a decisive 
leading role in putting this diseased sys-
tem out of business forever. Today, as 
never before, our revolutionary program 
stands in sync with the aspirations of the 
vast majority for a fundamental reorgani-
zation of society – for socialism. Join us! 
Join Socialist Action!  n

The Power of United Front Mass Action  
vs. Anarchist Pretensions
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A MEDIDA QUE LA PANDEMIA 
de COVID-19 se desata en los Estados 
Unidos, los inmigrantes continúan sien-
do los más afectados. COVID-19 se está 
extendiendo casi sin control a través de 
los centros de detención que albergan 
a inmigrantes. Hasta el 1 de julio, más 
de 2.700 detenidos habían dado positivo 
por COVID-19, un número que es casi 
seguro bajó. Aunque ICE afirma estar 
siguiendo las pautas federales para la 
seguridad de COVID-19, el ex asesor de 
salud y denunciante de Seguridad Na-
cional, el Dr. Scott Allen, testificó ante 
el Congreso en junio, diciendo que “los 
grandes vacíos en las pautas de las prue-
bas y la incapacidad de ICE para redu-
cir significativamente el tamaño de la 
población han hecho estas instalaciones 
son puntos de alto contagio del virus ”.

Muchos inmigrantes detenidos en cen-
tros de detención (muchos de los cuales 
son con fines de lucro) se han quejado de 
la falta de espacio a la distancia social, 
falta de equipo de protección, duchas y 
atención médica adecuada. Muchos de 
estos centros de detención tienen pési-
mos antecedentes de salud y seguridad. 
Carlos Ernesto Escobar Mejía, alojado 
en el centro de detención con fines de 
lucro Otay Mesa en California, fue el 
primer detenido en morir de COVID-19 
en los EE. UU.Debido a que las personas 
bajo custodia de ICE están detenidas por 
cargos civiles en lugar de penales, po-
drían ser liberados en cualquier momen-
to. Muchos abogados y defensores de los 
inmigrantes han estado presionando para 
lograr liberaciones a gran escala debido 
a las preocupaciones de seguridad. Sin 
embargo, ICE ha adoptado una política 
de apiñar a las personas sospechosas de 
tener COVID-19 en áreas designadas y 
esperar a ver si mejoran o empeoran. Los 
reclusos de la instalación de Otay infor-
maron haber pedido ayuda para el Sr. Es-
cobar Mejía muchas veces, pero solo le 
dieron ibuprofeno para sus síntomas an-
tes de morir. Había vivido en los Estados 
Unidos durante 40 años.

A finales de junio, un juez federal 
dictaminó que la administración Trump 
debe liberar a los niños migrantes de los 
centros de detención de ICE antes del 27 
de julio, donde 346 padres y sus hijos 
estaban detenidos en instalaciones con 
brotes de COVID-19. Con ICE presion-
ando por un acuerdo que presentaría a los 
padres la horrible opción de permanecer 
detenidos con sus hijos y correr el riesgo 
de infectarse con COVID-19, o liberar 
a sus hijos sin garantía de dónde serían 
colocados o cuándo (o si) se reunirían, 
los defensores de los inmigrantes estaban 
presionando para que las familias fueran 
liberadas juntas y para que se implemen-
taran medidas de seguridad más estrictas 
en los centros de detención. La admin-
istración Trump, que ha separado a más 
de 5,000 niños inmigrantes de sus padres 
desde 2017, se opuso a que las familias 
fueran liberadas. A mediados de agosto, 
al menos 120 niños permanecían en los 
centros de detención de ICE, semanas 
después de la fecha límite establecida 
por el juez. Según el Acuerdo de concil-
iación de Flores, los funcionarios fede-
rales de inmigración no pueden detener 
a los niños durante más de 20 días, pero 
a menudo permanecen detenidos por 
mucho más tiempo. En una instalación 
de Texas, 47 niños han estado detenidos 
durante más de 300 días.

Pero ICE no es ajeno a desobedecer las 
reglas del gobierno. En una revelación 
impactante, el New York Times obtuvo 
datos del gobierno que muestran que las 

AS THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
rages across the U.S., immigrants contin-
ue to be hard hit. COVID-19 is spread-
ing almost unchecked through detention 
centers that house immigrants. As of July 
1st, more than 2,700 detainees had tested 
positive for COVID-19, a number that 
is almost certainly low. Although ICE 
claims to be following federal guidelines 
for COVID-19 safety, former Homeland 
Security health adviser and whistleblow-
er Dr. Scott Allen testified to Congress 
in June, saying that “gaping holes in the 
testing guidelines and ICE’s failure to 
significantly reduce population size have 
made these facilities hotspots for the vi-
rus.”  

Many immigrants being held in deten-
tion centers (many of which are for-prof-
it), have complained of lack of space to 
social distance, lack of protective gear, 
showers, and adequate medical care. 
Many of these detention centers have 
abysmal health and safety records. 

Sin Fronteras
Noticias de las Americas | News from the Americas

De Lisa Luinenberg y Lazaro Monteverde

Mensaje escrito en la ventana de un centro de detención de ICE en Massachusetts. 
Message written on the window of an ICE detention center in Massachusetts.

detenciones en hoteles supervisadas por 
una empresa de seguridad privada se han 
disparado bajo una política agresiva de 
cierre de fronteras implementada por la 
administración Trump en respuesta a la 
pandemia de COVID-19. Según la políti-
ca, más de 100.000 migrantes, incluidos 
niños y familias, han sido expulsados 
del país en lugar de someterse a proced-
imientos formales de deportación. En lu-
gar de disuadir a los migrantes, los cru-
ces fronterizos se han disparado debido a 
la pandemia.

Ahora los niños migrantes no acom-
pañados, algunos de hasta un año de 
edad, están detenidos en las principales 
cadenas hoteleras en un sistema de “de-
tención en la sombra”. Debido a que los 
hoteles existen fuera del sistema formal 
de detención, no están sujetos a políticas 
diseñadas para prevenir el abuso o para 
garantizar que los migrantes tengan ac-
ceso a teléfonos, alimentos saludables y 
atención médica. Los padres y los abo-

gados no tienen forma de rastrear dónde 
están detenidos los niños y monitorear su 
bienestar mientras están bajo custodia. A 
menudo están siendo atendidos por tra-
bajadores sin la formación adecuada en 
el cuidado de niños. “Un proveedor de 
transporte no debería estar a cargo de 
cambiar el pañal de un niño de 1 año, 
darle biberones a los bebés o lidiar con 
los efectos traumáticos que podrían estar 
enfrentando. Me preocupa que los niños 
puedan estar expuestos al abuso, la neg-
ligencia, incluido el abuso sexual, y no 
tendremos ni idea ”, dijo Andrew Lo-
renzen-Strait, ex subdirector adjunto de 
gestión de custodia en ICE.

Mientras tanto, la administración 
Trump anunció recientemente que ICE 
realizó más de 2,000 arrestos durante 
una operación de 6 semanas en las prin-
cipales ciudades como Los Ángeles. 
Mientras Trump continúa atacando a 
las comunidades de inmigrantes, se es-
tán llevando a cabo protestas masivas en 
todo Estados Unidos contra la brutalidad 
policial y la plaga de asesinatos de per-
sonas negras. Lo que se necesita ahora es 
un movimiento en las calles en solidar-
idad tanto con la comunidad afroamer-
icana, muchos de los cuales están atra-
pados en el sistema carcelario racista, 
como con la comunidad latina que está 
siendo atacada por ICE. ¡Una herida para 
uno es una herida para todos!  n

(John Tlumacki/Boston Globe)

Carlos Ernesto Escobar Mejia, housed 
at the for-profit Otay Mesa detention cen-
ter in California, was the first detainee to 
die of COVID-19 in the U.S. Because 
people in ICE custody are held on civil 
rather than criminal charges, they could 
be released at any time. Many immigrant 
advocates and lawyers have been push-
ing for wide-scale releases due to safety 
concerns. But instead, ICE has adopted 
a policy of crowding people suspected 
of having COVID-19 into designated 
areas and waiting to see if they get bet-
ter or worse. Inmates at the Otay facility 
reported requesting help for Mr. Escobar 
Mejia many times, but he was only giv-

en ibuprofen for his symptoms before 
he died. He had lived in the U.S. for 40 
years.  

In late June, a Federal judge ruled that 
the Trump administration must release 
migrant children from ICE detention 
centers by July 27, where 346 parents 
and their children were being detained 
in facilities with COVID-19 outbreaks. 
With ICE pushing for a deal that would 
present parents with the horrible choice 
of either remaining detained with their 
children and risk being infected with 
COVID-19, or releasing their children 
with no guarantee of where they would 
be placed or when (or if) they would 
be reunited, immigrant advocates were 
pushing for families to be released to-
gether and for stricter safety measures 
to be implemented in detention centers. 
The Trump administration, which has 
separated over 5,000 immigrant children 
from their parents since 2017, opposed 
families being released together. As of 
mid-August, at least 120 children remain 
in ICE detention centers, weeks past 
the deadline set by the judge. Under the 
Flores Settlement Agreement, children 
cannot be detained for more than 20 days 
by federal immigration officials, but they 
are often detained for much longer. At 
one Texas facility, 47 children have been 
detained for over 300 days. 

But ICE is no stranger to flouting gov-
ernment rules. In a shocking revelation, 
The New York Times obtained govern-
ment data showing that hotel detentions 
overseen by a private security firm have 
ballooned under an aggressive bor-
der closure policy implemented by the 
Trump administration in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Under the policy, 
over 100,000 migrants, including chil-
dren and families, have been expelled 
from the country rather than put into 
formal deportation proceedings. Instead 
of deterring migrants, border crossings 
have surged under the pandemic. 

Now unaccompanied migrant children, 
some as young as 1 year old, are being 
detained in major hotel chains in a “shad-
ow detention” system. Because the ho-
tels exist outside of the formal detention 
system, they are not subject to policies 
designed to prevent abuse or to ensure 
that migrants have access to phones, 
healthy food, and medical care. Parents 
and lawyers have no way of tracking 
where children are being held and mon-
itoring their wellbeing while in custody. 
They are often being cared for by work-
ers without proper training in provid-
ing childcare. “A transportation vendor 
should not be in charge of changing the 
diaper of a 1-year-old, giving bottles to 
babies or dealing with the traumatic ef-
fects they might be dealing with. I’m 
worried kids may be exposed to abuse, 
neglect, including sexual abuse, and we 
will have no idea,” said Andrew Loren-
zen-Strait, a former deputy assistant di-
rector for custody management at ICE. 

Meanwhile, the Trump administration 
recently announced that ICE made over 
2,000 arrests during a 6-week operation 
across major cities like LA. As Trump 
continues to target immigrant communi-
ties, mass protests are taking place across 
the U.S. against police brutality and the 
plague of police murders of Black peo-
ple. What is needed now is a movement 
in the streets in solidarity with both the 
African American community, many of 
whom are trapped in the racist prison 
system, and the Latinx community being 
targeted by ICE. An injury to one is an 
injury to all!  n

Immigrant advocates 
are pushing for wide-

scale releases to prevent 
COVID-19 infection. 

By July 1, at least 2,700 
ICE detainees had tested 

positive.
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The Democratic and Republican 
Conventions: A Fact Check

By Jeff Mackler

When capitalism’s twin billionaire par-
ties convene every four years to select 
their would–be head-of-state, it’s import-
ant to get the facts straight.

The Democrats nominated Donald 
Trump as their presidential candidate; the 
Republicans nominated Joseph Biden, or 
was it the other way around?

The Republicans are known as the bil-
lionaire party of war, racism, sexism, 
poverty, tax cuts for the rich, climate ca-
tastrophe, environmental destruction, the 
COVID-19 pandemic, mass deportation 
of immigrants and big capital, while the 
Democrats are the billionaire party of 
war, racism, sexism, poverty, tax cuts for 
the rich, climate catastrophe, environ-
mental destruction, the COVID-19 pan-
demic, mass deportation of immigrants 
and big capital. The differences are im-
portant!

The facts are important! Here some 
fact checking is in order, lest my “lesser 
evil” friends charge me with misrepre-
sentation. 

War

Both parties nearly unanimously ap-
proved the 2019-2020 war budget of $1 
trillion annually, counting the unmen-
tioned extra money for the CIA’s secret 
wars. To be more precise, the Democrats 
upped Trump’s original war budget re-
quest by some $40 billion which the Re-
publicans graciously accepted. Trump’s 
war party continued in slightly different 
forms all seven U.S. wars, most of them 
initiated by Barack Obama. Yet Obama 
declared he was a man of peace and was 
accordingly given the Nobel Peace Prize. 
Trump has declared that he is a man of 
peace and will bring some troops home. 
Maybe he too will win the Nobel Prize. 
Obama maintained the largest nuclear 
weapons arsenal in the world. Trump, a 
“fucking moron,” according to his former 
Secretary of State and former ExxonMo-
bil chief Rex Tillerson, proposed to a pri-
vate National Security Council meeting 
that the U.S. increase its tactical nuclear 
weapons capacity “one hundred fold.” 
Trump proposed to the Congress a sixth 
arm of the U.S. military, the Space Force, 
to weaponize outer space. By a vote of 
377–48 the Democratic Party-controlled 
House of Representatives approved the 
bill creating the Space Force, passing it 
on to the Senate. Trump signed this larg-

est bi-partisan war budget to date.

Electoral College

The Republicans stole the 2016 elec-
tion through the anti-democratic Elector-
al College system, wherein the Southern 
states of the old segregationist slaveoc-
racy can garner enough delegates for a 
candidate to win the presidency without 
winning the majority of all votes cast in 
the nation. 

The Democrats, on the other hand, held 
sway in congress for 60 years through 
their control of the former slavocracy 
Dixiecrat states. In presidential election, 
they Democrats ran a Northern “liberal” 
for president and a Southern racist bigot 
in the V.P. spot to “balance the ticket.” 
When the overtly racist Southern Dem-
ocrats jumped ship to the Republicans in 
the 1960s, the Democrats looked to the 
heirs of the “Old South” to win elections: 
Jimmy Carter, Al Gore Jr. — son of Al 
Gore Sr., a historic Tennessee racist big-
ot — and Bill Clinton, whose Southern 
roots were touted to win the white racist 
Southern vote. 

Complicated? Yes, but the end result 
is that both parties maneuver to govern 
in the interests of the billionaire elite. 
The Democrats are the party of these 
billionaire elites while the Republicans 
are the party of these billionaire elites. 
My fact-checking here is more explicit.  
According to Forbes Magazine, Biden’s 
billionaire supporters total 131 while 
Trump’s total a mere 99.

Climate crisis/Global warming

Trump is the candidate of the oil mo-
nopolies while Biden is the candidate of 
the oil monopolies. Trump, the Republi-
can, is a climate crisis denier. He with-
drew from the UN’s COP-25 in Madrid, 
Spain. With regard to the U.S. imperialist 
war against Syria he bragged, “We got 
the oil.” Obama-Biden were the world’s 
greatest frackers. They granted the oil 
monopolies unprecedented rights for 
offshore drilling. They drilled the Arc-
tic Circle. They killed 500,000 people in 
Syria to control the oil. They supported 
the fascist-led coup in Ukraine to secure 
fracking and pipeline rights in Eastern 
Ukraine.

Immigration

Trump is a racist bigot, demanding a 
wall to keep immigrants out while ban-

ning Muslim immigrants. Obama-Biden 
deported three million immigrants, more 
than any president in U.S. history before 
or since. 

Criminal Justice

Trump and his Republicans are openly 
racist bigots. Obama, Biden and Clinton 
orchestrated “criminal justice” legisla-
tion that created the present-day near 
slave labor prison-industrial complex 
wherein the U.S. ranks first in the world 
in the number and percentage of its peo-
ple in jail – the majority Black, Latinx 
and Native American. 

“Economic stimulus packages”

During 2008-9 recession Obama’s 
Democrats, allied with the Republicans, 
engineered the largest corporate bailout 
and corporate economic stimulus pack-
age in U.S. history. During 2020 reces-
sion, Trump’s Republicans, joined at the 
hip with the Democrats, engineered the 
largest corporate bailout and corporate 
economic stimulus package in U.S. his-
tory. Again, the differences are import-
ant!

Unemployment

Using the U.S. Department of Labor’s 
“Labor Force Participation Rate,” under 
the Obama-Biden Democrats, the per-
centage of eligible workers without jobs 
stood at 35 percent. Under Trump’s Re-
publicans, the figure today stands at 39 
percent. Under both parties, today’s “em-
ployed” are increasingly part-time, low 
wage, “gig” or “casual” workers with 
few benefits or positive future prospects.

Personality

Here the Democrats have a distinct ad-
vantage; Trump is an openly racist, sex-
ist, anti-abortion, homophobic, warmon-
gering, science-denying bigot. While 
Obama-Biden-Clinton were closeted 
racist, sexist, anti-abortion, homophobic, 
warmongering, science-denying bigots. 
My “lesser evil” friends might take is-
sue with these last categorical assertions. 
I would respond that any serious fact 
checker will find that the rights of the op-
pressed, the rights of women, including 
the right to abortion, have been substan-
tially diminished regardless of which bil-
lionaire party is in office. The same with 
warmongering and climate catastrophe, 

with the Democrats, a Cheshire cat grin 
always in place, beguiling unwary ob-
servers.
Break with the twin parties of capital!

In capitalism’s election-time charade, 
and especially during the DNC and 
RNC orchestrated online hoopla, we see 
the drive to impose a Potemkin Village 
world, a “Truman Show” reality, a happy 
world of compliant citizens accepting the 
status quo without question. This charade 
is running on empty. The COVID-19 
pandemic and the mass mobilizations 
of the nation’s most oppressed — often 
multi-racial mobilizations of youth — 
have exposed the horror of systemic U.S. 
racist brutality for all to see. The DNC 
media hucksters for four days posed 
themselves as the instant caring cure to 
remedy centuries of monstrous slavery 
and across-the-board capitalist racism 
and social oppression. The Republicans 
too had their cure, showcasing Trump’s 
family entourage and for a few minutes 
his one Black administration official, 
while blaming “violence” on “outside 
agitators” on the far left, socialists and 
antifa. Both parties lied with impunity 
to advance their wing of their predatory 
system into the White House.

That rapacious capitalism has no solu-
tions to the multiple crises confronting 
humanity is testified to by the unprece-
dented millions in the streets crying out 
for justice, affirming Black Lives Matter, 
while denouncing capitalism’s systemic 
racism and its myriad inherent evils. The 
central task confronting socialists today 
is how best to win the confidence of and 
unify this newly-radicalizing generation 
toward a fundamental break with the 
twin racist-imperialist capitalist parties. 
For the first time in a long, long while, 
the fighting forces to do so are in motion. 
They have appeared in the streets in un-
precedented number – estimated at 15-26 
million – and won the hearts and minds 
of tens of millions more. They carry with 
them the potential to achieve wondrous 
victories that can be coalesced in new 
and independent forms of struggle aimed 
at a direct challenge to capitalist rule, 
including the organization of a mass, in-
dependent Black political party and the 
rebirth of a fighting labor movement free 
from its current stifling bureaucracy and 
advancing on the class struggle road. 
Join us! Join Socialist Action! Vote Jeff 
Mackler for President in 2020!  n
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already given away trillions to major 
corporations and tens of billions in tax 
cuts to the richest Americans. Even two-
thirds of the original set of supposedly 
“small-business”-focused Paycheck 
Protection Program loans went to large 
corporations, such as Ritz Carlton, while 
gifting billions in fees to the banks that 
distributed the loans.

While millions of low-wage workers, 
“many of whom work in service jobs in 
hard-hit industries such as hospitality, 
travel and retail…have lost jobs, been 
furloughed or seen their hours cut,” writes 
the Wall Street Journal, “the livelihoods 
of white-collar professionals…have 
remained largely intact.”

The super-rich are getting  
richer than ever 

On August 18 — a day when 1,349 
people died of COVID-19 and tens of 
millions were unemployed — the S&P 
500 stock index hit an all-time record 
high with the tech-focused Nasdaq 100 
index already well into record territory. 
Financial newspapers announced a new 
“bull market,” predicting that stock 
prices would only go higher. 

The runaway success of the stock 
market in the present context has come 
as a shock to many people. Barely two 
weeks before stocks reached an all-
time high, the United States announced 
the largest 3-month fall in the economy 
since the Great Depression. Even calling 
it the largest doesn’t quite capture the 
magnitude. The 9.5 percent contraction 
from April to June was four times larger 
than the previous largest drop since 
World War II. 

Economies around the world are 
in freefall. The GDP of the OECD 
countries, the world’s largest economies, 
fell almost 10 percent in the same period 
— also four times greater than in the 
2009 global collapse — and global GDP 
is expected to decrease by 5 percent this 
year, a historic amount. Yet the stock 
market blithely rushes along, as the 
mega-rich try to squeeze the last drops 
they can out of it, ahead of the abyss.

Bloomberg News reports that the 
500 richest people in the world have 
increased their wealth by $871 billion so 
far this year, though “the surge in wealth 
is especially concentrated in the upper 
ranks of the billionaires index.” During 
the week of August 24–28 alone, the 
world’s 500 wealthiest people increased 
their wealth by $209 billion. The world’s 
10 richest billionaires now collectively 
have more than $1 trillion. 

Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos, the richest 
person in the world by a wide margin, now 
boasts personal wealth of $204.6 billion, 
as of August 26. His riches largely come 
from Amazon stock, which has risen 80 
percent so far this year. Bezos’s wealth 
has nearly doubled during the pandemic, 
including one single day in which he 
made $13 billion.

Historical estimates vary, but most 
agree that John D. Rockefeller and 
Andrew Carnegie are the only U.S. 
tycoons who have ever had more money, 
adjusted for inflation, than Jeff Bezos 
now has. 

The largest stock gains this year have 
gone to the largest companies, especially 
in tech, as the pandemic and the 
economic collapse have become a boon 
for monopoly capitalism. Tech monopoly 
Apple is now the world’s most valuable 
company, with its total stock worth over 
$2 trillion — the first company ever to 
reach that mark — having increased by 

Capitalists Plunder Working Class America

$1 trillion in just 21 weeks. 
The secret to Apple’s incredible 

success? It has engaged in the largest 
stock buybacks in history, re-purchasing 
$360 billion of its own stock since 2012, 
according to the New York Times. This 
self-enrichment tactic inflates the value 
of a company’s stock by buying it back 
from shareholders, thus giving money 
directly to the shareholders by the tens 
and hundreds of billions and enriching 
them further by decreasing the number of 
remaining shares available for investors 
to buy — driving up the share price.

Apple has spent $141 billion on 
buybacks in the past two years alone, 
after Trump’s 2017 tax cuts enabled the 
company to return to the U.S. tax-free 
$252 billion in profits. Apple had held the 
money in tax havens for years, explicitly 
refusing to pay taxes and claiming that, if 
returned to the U.S., the money would be 

used to “create” tens of thousands of jobs 
— but that they wouldn’t do it if they had 
to pay taxes. Trump’s 2017 Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act removed the repatriation tax 
on the same false premise, and, once 
returned, the money was used for its 
intended purpose all along and given 
straight to the company’s millionaire and 
billionaire shareholders. One of those 
billionaires is the company’s CEO Tim 
Cook — though his wealth of $1 billion 
is rather pitiful by ruling class standards. 

Other tech monopolies like Microsoft 
and Google have also seen enormous 
increases. Both Amazon and Microsoft 
are on pace to join Apple at the $2 trillion 
level later this year. The only other 
publicly traded company in the world 
that comes close is Saudi ARAMCO, 
the Saudi Arabian state oil and gas 
company. By comparison, the total stock 
of Walmart, by far the world’s largest 

company by revenue — i.e., actual 
products made and sold — is worth $370 
billion.

Giving the lie to this wild stock rally, 
corporate profits fell almost 25% through 
the first half of 2020, despite consumer 
spending – the overwhelming majority 
of the U.S. economy – being heavily 
propped up by the $600 unemployment 
supplement, near-zero interest rates, and 
to a lesser extent the $1200 stimulus 
checks. The unemployment supplement 
effectively replaced the lost wages of 
unemployed workers, enabling them 
to continue making needed purchases, 
while low interest rates have fueled a 
spending bonanza for the wealthy who 
have been largely unscathed by the 
economic depression. 

These overheated and entirely 
fictitious stock market gains are the 
reason that CEOs, leading shareholders 
and corporate executives have dumped 
more than $50 billion in stock since 
May. CNN notes that these “insiders,” 
as they are known, “are privy to more 
information about the true health of their 
companies than average investors. And if 
they were confident in the market rally, 
insiders would be unlikely to sell now.”

With the unemployment supplement 
ending and no future stimulus checks 
announced, spending by the wealthy 
alone will not be enough the maintain the 
façade covering an economy in the midst 
of an historic collapse.  

Working class suffers  
while the rich splurge

“The recession is over for the rich, but 
the working class is far from recovered,” 
wrote the Washington Post on August 18. 
Less than half – 42 percent – of jobs lost 
during the pandemic have returned, with 
workers in low-wage jobs being the least 
likely to be back working. People of color 
and women have fared worst. Women 
make up two thirds of those employed in 
the 40 lowest-paid jobs, with women of 
color making up the majority of low-paid 
workers.

“Black men and women have 
recovered about 20 percent of the jobs 
they lost in the pandemic,” reports the 
Post, while white men and women have 
recovered 40 and 45 percent of their lost 
jobs, respectively. Between February 
and May 2020, 11 million jobs held 
by women have disappeared. The U.S. 
Census Bureau reports that “one in 
five working-age adults is unemployed 
because COVID-19 upended their child-
care arrangements,” with women three 
times more likely than men to have to 
leave their jobs – and up to five times 
more likely to decrease their work hours 
– to take care of children. The losses in 
the workplace that women are facing 
today will be felt for decades.

Some 30–50 million people in the 
U.S. are at risk of eviction in the 
coming months, as temporary eviction 
protections end. In a recent U.S. Census 
Bureau survey, “nearly half of Hispanic 
renters and 42 percent of Black renters 
said they had ‘no confidence’ or only 
‘slight confidence’ they could pay their 
August rent,” the article states. 

At the same time, food prices are rising 
at the fastest rate in nearly 50 years, 
making meat and eggs unaffordable 
for many. The price of beef alone is up 
25 percent this year. The same Census 
Bureau survey found that “20 percent of 
Hispanic households with children and 
nearly a quarter of Black households 
with children say they don’t have enough 

(continued from page 1)

(continued on next page)

“Capital” by Viktor Demi (1919)

People pick up food at a food pantry in Brooklyn, NY. (Photo: Angela Weiss/AFP/Getty Images)
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to eat.” 
The Kaiser Family Foundation 

estimates that 27 million people in the 
U.S. have lost their health insurance 
during the pandemic. 

While tens of millions of working-
class people struggle, starve, and are 
constantly threatened and harassed by 
their landlords, record-low interest rates 
are fueling huge spending sprees for the 
wealthy. Mortgage interest rates are at the 
lowest in U.S. history, leading to record 
levels of house purchases by those who 
have no financial worries. Car sales, too, 
are benefiting from low interest rates. 
“Some dealerships have had their best 
July ever,” reports the Post. Needless to 
say, these cars are not part of the miles-
long lines at drive-up food banks.

Though tens of millions are now 
jobless, retail sales have returned to pre-
pandemic levels, with massive gains 
going to big box stores such as Target, 
Walmart, and Home Depot, which are 
seeing their largest sales in history. 
Meanwhile 100,000 small businesses 
closed permanently by mid-May and 
estimates are that hundreds of thousands 
more will not survive the pandemic and 
the burgeoning economic depression, 
putting additional millions of workers 
out of work. 

As the small businesses close, the 
Walmarts and Targets move in to take 
their place. This is part of the process by 
which capitalism translates catastrophe 
into “opportunity,” accelerating its 
tendency towards monopoly and 
consolidating the marketplace into fewer 
and fewer hands in a desperate search for 
higher profits. 

Fed prints shovelfuls of money  
for the rich

The Federal Reserve Bank has been 
constantly printing money and forking 
it over to the rich. In the last economic 
collapse, under George W. Bush and 
Barack Obama, the total amount came 
to over $29 trillion. No doubt the final 
accounting this time around will leave 
that number far behind.

The August 18 New York Times, 
noting the ever-widening economic gap 
between capitalists and workers, says 
that the Federal Reserve has no plans 
to stop driving piles of cash to the rich 
anytime soon. “The Fed has started new 
programs to buy Treasury bonds and 
other financial assets to calm investors, 
and is financing those programs by 
essentially creating new money,” writes 
The Times.

At the beginning of the crisis, the 
Fed instantly bought $3 trillion of the 
Treasury and corporate bonds, largely 
in the form of buying huge amounts of 
corporate debt from major companies 
like Microsoft, Coca-Cola, McDonald’s, 
Exxon Mobil, Walmart, AT&T and Visa. 
These large purchases of debt by the 
Fed both fund the companies and drive 
down the cost of issuing debt for the 
companies.

While the Federal Reserve Bank has a 
program to lend to small and medium-
sized businesses, called the Main Street 
Lending Program, it has made almost 
no loans to these companies. Of the 
$600 billion earmarked for the program, 
only $92 million – 0.015% – has been 
loaned. This is because the commercial 
banks who set up the loans and keep a 
small percentage while selling the rest 
to the Fed, are not interested in making 
small, near-zero-interest loans to small 
businesses with almost no expected 
profit and a greater downside if the small 
companies go under. The banks would 
much rather be using their funds to make 
enormous, higher-interest, much more 
profitable loans to massive corporations 
in need of large amounts of debt to get 
themselves through the economic crisis.

In this way, the natural profit-driven 
mechanics of capitalism ensure that 
larger companies crowd out the smaller 
ones, agglomerating to themselves ever 
greater shares of the marketplace.  

Monopoly capitalism  
consolidates its gains

The stock market has rebounded after 
the shortest “bear market” in history — “a 
marked display of what analysts describe, 
by turns, as optimism, hubris or sheer 
speculative greed,” says The New York 
Times. Maintaining these stock surges, 
however, “is heavily reliant on federal 
spending, easy monetary policy and 
continued signs of progress in the hunt 
for virus vaccines.” The reader may note 
that such things as lower unemployment, 
more social spending, higher wages, and 
lower coronavirus case numbers and 
deaths in the short-term – not to mention 
even actual corporate revenue and profits 
– are not among the concerns of the stock 
market. 

While stock indexes may be at record 
highs, the gains are far from universal, 
even among major companies. “Almost 
all the gains in major stock market 
indexes this year are attributable to 
the surging share prices of a few giant 
technology companies, foremost among 
them Apple, Amazon and Microsoft,” 
reports The New York Times.

“A weak economy can actually be 
quite good for Wall Street,” explains The 
Times, “if it means that the Fed keeps 
the river of freshly created money — 
what’s known on Wall Street as liquidity 
— flowing into financial markets.” The 
Times notes that this is why studies show 

“little connection” between economic 
growth and the stock market. 

On August 27, Federal Reserve chair 
Jerome Powell announced that the 
central bank would be keeping interest 
rates at near zero for the long-term, even 
if it causes inflation to rise, all but stating 
outright the government’s intention to try 
to drive the stock market up as high as it 
possibly can. 

Michael Hartnett, chief investment 
strategist at Bank of America Global 
Research, quoted in The New York 
Times, calls this the “nihilistic” bull 
market of 2020. “The performance 
of the market in the face of such dire 
expectations for growth, he wrote, is 
just the latest example of investors 
betting that low growth will prompt the 
Fed to continue pushing money into the 
financial system, ultimately bolstering 
stocks. In other words, stocks are going 
up not because of economic optimism, 
but because the future looks fairly grim.” 

It’s much worse than 2009 

Many economists, including Federal 
Reserve chair Jerome Powell, predict 
that this downturn will last a very long 
time — and for good reason. It took 
the U.S. economy nearly 10 years to 
add the number of jobs that have been 
wiped out so far this year. The share 
of the population that has a job is at its 
lowest level since the 1960s — and far 
lower than at any point during the Great 
Recession.

Wall Street investment bank Goldman 
Sachs predicts that the U.S. economy 
will contract by 4.6% this year — nearly 
double the 2.5% contraction in 2009, the 

worst year of the Great Recession.
With states’ tax revenue plummeting 

while workers were laid-off or furloughed 
en masse, state governments are now 
seeking to re-balance their budgets not 
by raising taxes on the rich — heaven 
forbid! — who have received 95% of 
income gains since the Great Recession 
of ten years ago, but by massive austerity 
suffered by workers and the poor, 
disproportionately women and people of 
color.

Already, 2.8 million state and local 
government workers have lost their 
jobs since February — over four times 
more than the 750,000 jobs cut during 
five years in the Bush-Obama recession. 
There are estimates that the jobs of 2.8 
million more state and local government 
workers could be cut.

These massive cuts to jobs for state 
and local government workers come on 
top of already enormous cuts in public 
employment. Before the pandemic, 
twenty-one states and Washington D.C. 
still had fewer government jobs than 
in July 2008. Those jobs are especially 
likely to be held by women and people of 
color — and are much more likely than 
average to be unionized. Public sector 
unionization is currently at 37 percent, 
compared with 7 percent in the private 
sector.

California Democratic governor Gavin 
Newsom has imposed a 10 percent pay 
cut on all state employees and suspended 
planned pay raises. Newsom, who is a 
multi-millionaire, pledged that his own 
pay would also be cut 10 percent, but the 
Sacramento Bee found two months later 
that he had not taken any cut at all and 
kept receiving his full $17,000 per month 
salary.

Democratic governor of New York 
Andrew Cuomo is planning similar 
massive austerity. Cuomo and state 
Democrats are cutting billions from 
Medicaid during a pandemic, alongside 
massive cuts to public education. Cuomo, 
who briefly became a media darling for 
his daily COVID-19 press conferences 
that took the pandemic much more 
seriously than Trump, refuses to raise 
taxes on rich New Yorkers. New York 
City is home to 92 billionaires.

What more can we say about a diseased 
system where the worst of times for the 
vast majority become the best of times 
for the corporate elite? Capitalism, 
alternately administered by one of its 
twin parties of war and plunder, cannot 
be reformed. It must be abolished at 
the hands of the vast majority who 
suffer its inherent evils. Today, the first 
legions of those forces are in the streets 
in unprecedented numbers condemning 
capitalism’s systemic racism. They 
portend earthshaking struggles in the 
period ahead.  n

(continued from page 6)
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Northern Lights
News and views from Socialist Action Canada

website: socialistaction.ca

By Gary Porter

The New Democratic Party remains 
the only mass labour-based political par-
ty in North America. In Canada, the NDP 
is the only party with affiliated unions. 
All the other parties are simply capital-
ist parties, which – whatever else they 
advocate – defend the capitalist system 
of exploitation, oppression, war and pan-
demic – a system that puts private profit 
before human needs, even ahead of hu-
man survival. Represented by the NDP 
are the organized workers who have the 
social power to bring the capitalist sys-
tem to its knees. For this critical reason, 
socialists who are serious about change 
through workers’ power give critical 
support to the NDP. 

Both the trade union and NDP lead-
ership, however, refuse to mobilize the 
power of the working class. Long since, 
they have grown accustomed to an upper 
middle-class lifestyle of relative priv-
ilege. Their job, under capitalism, is to 
keep the workers, Indigenous people, 
women and youths, gender and sexual-
ly-oppressed folks in check. 

Union leaders do this by claiming to 
‘win’ gains by relying on their bargain-
ing skills with the bosses, not by mo-
bilizing the real power of workers in 
strikes and mass protest actions. In fact, 
during 40 years of neoliberalism, union 
bureaucrats have negotiated concessions 
to the bosses, not victories. 

NDP leaders advocate a program of 
wholly inadequate reforms. How so? 
Because if the entire NDP program was 
implemented, the billionaires and their 
henchmen in the civil service, military, 
police forces, courts and prisons would 
still be in place. Workers would still 
be exploited by capitalists. Capitalism 
would still be in charge. Profit would still 
be king. Racism, sexism and heterosex-
ism would still be endemic.

NDP and union bureaucrats hold pow-
er in the party and the unions ruthlessly 
and undemocratically. In the NDP, party 
candidates must be vetted by bureaucrats 
who can veto a candidate, and arbitrari-
ly appoint a different candidate. If an 
NDP candidate defends the Palestinians 
against the Israeli apartheid state, they 
are summarily ousted by the brass. Res-
olutions submitted by unions and NDP 
district associations are processed by the 
brass. Radical and socialist resolutions, 
resolutions that are critical of the leader-
ship, almost never reach the convention 
floor. Over half the typical NDP conven-
tion consists of a parade of leaders giv-
ing self-congratulatory speeches -- se-
verely reducing policy discussion time 
and any prospect of militant, anti-capi-
talist action.

NDP Reforms

The government of British Columbia 
Premier John Horgan is three years old. 
Gains enacted by the NDP government 
in Victoria include:

• Putting an end to ubiquitous one-year 
leases that landlords forced tenants sign 
that were not covered by the provincial 
maximum rent increase. The NDP ad-
justed the maximum allowable rental 

increase to the Consumer Price Index, 
saving tenants 2% per year in rent.

• Abolishing MSP (Medicare) premi-
ums, the very last province in Canada to 
do so.

• Staying on target to raise the mini-
mum wage to $15/hour in 2021.

• Freezing BC Hydro rates.
• Electoral reform - ending big money 

donations to parties.
• Managing the Covid-19 pandemic 

better than most in Canada up to now. At 
this writing there have been 4,600 cases 
and 200 deaths for a B.C. population of 
over 5,000,000. 

These changes are the victories won 
by working-class members. Removed 
are some of the many financial challeng-
es from the lives of ordinary British Co-
lumbians. 

But apart from these reforms, life has 
worsened in BC. Capitalists are still get-
ting billions in government handouts, 
subsidies and tax breaks, and still pol-
lute on a grand scale. They ride rough-
shod over working people, and espe-
cially indigenous people. The homeless, 
disabled, addicted and poor are, by and 
large, in worse shape under the Covid-19 
pandemic. Horgan raised welfare rates to 
$750 per month – well below the Low 
Income Cut Off poverty line ($2,000 
monthly). Fentanyl overdose deaths 
have skyrocketed, and are much higher 
than deaths from Covid 19. At May 31 
of this year, 167 people had died from 
Covid-19 in BC compared to 554 from 
drug overdoses, mainly as a result of 
highly concentrated, illicitly produced 
fentanyl. Yet there is little coverage in 
the capitalist media and no daily govern-
ment briefings. 

The average price of a home in BC is 
$736,000 compared to $594,000 in On-
tario, but the average wage is the same. 
After three years, the minimum wage is 
still less than $15 per hour. 

BC capitalism is spewing more Green-
house gases (GHGs) into the atmo-
sphere. The massive Site C power dam 
construction, Coastal Gas Link methane 
pipeline construction, and Kitimat LNG 
facility are adding to the problem. In ad-
dition, we appear headed for a sustained 

recession driven by the falling global 
rate of profit, made much worse by the 
Covid-9 pandemic. 

The BC NDP government does not put 
people first. It puts the profit of the pow-
erful oil and gas cartel over the needs, 
the rights, the health, and the economic 
welfare of the people of BC.

The government has cracked down on 
speculation in residential housing, but 
BC still has the most expensive housing 
market in Canada by far. Two years after 
the launch of Homes for BC, 23,000 new 
affordable homes are underway or com-
plete. This year, the government claims 
it will keep building more affordable 
housing. But the government is not actu-
ally building homes. It is funding private 
sector builders – helping them earn a 
handsome profit with taxpayers’ money. 

In less than three years, the BC govern-
ment has moved on 13 hospital projects 
and opened 12 urgent and primary care 
centres, with two more on the way. This 
is valuable, but nowhere near enough. 
Wait times for surgery in BC, for exam-
ple, are the longest in Canada.

Improvements to Fair Pharmacare have 
made prescription drugs more affordable 
for some, but they are still unaffordable 
for many who most need them. Why are 
they not free? 

Reconciliation with Indigenous peo-
ples remains an important cross-gov-
ernment priority, Horgan says. He lists 
a number of improvements desired, but 
with no dollar amount budgeted. The 
government says it will implement the 
United Nations Declaration of Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples. Meanwhile the gov-
ernment blatantly and callously violates 
the rights of the Wet’suwet’en by build-
ing the Coastal Gaslink Pipeline from 
the fracking areas of north-east BC, to 
the planned compressors in Kitimat, on 
the Pacific shore.

Fracking, by the way, is a dangerous 
way to look for methane, a greenhouse 
gas 80 times more potent than carbon di-
oxide. Fracking produces four times as 
many earthquakes as predicted. Quakes 
are hitting fault lines and threatening the 
stability, even the viability of the Site C 
Dam. The result is more billions for a 

The British Columbia NDP Gov’t: Three Years Later   

dam that is unnecessary.
CleanBC, the name given to the prov-

ince’s climate management program, as-
signs a clear priority to profit, to private 
business and private technology, and to 
a continued concentration on hydrocar-
bons, forestry and extractive industries.

The next BC Election

Sometime in the next 15 months, there 
will be an election in BC. The NDP So-
cialist Caucus has long advocated that the 
party run on a program for real change, a 
Workers Agenda, towards socialism. For 
example:

1. Defund, disarm and disband the bulk 
of the vast police armies. Provide the so-
cial and health services with qualified 
professionals.

2. Nationalize the wood industry un-
der workers’ control to provide for mass, 
high quality, publicly-owned, easily af-
fordable housing for all. End the housing 
crisis in BC.

3. Make life truly affordable with free 
pharma care, dental and visual care, and 
all medical services. Provide free, ex-
panded public transit, free post second-
ary education and cancel all student debt. 
BC education funding, on a per student 
basis, is one of the lowest in Canada. 
Move it to the top.

4. Eliminate the gig economy by out-
lawing fake contractor jobs, enforcing 
standard benefits, vacations and sick 
leave, union rights and decent pay for all 
workers in BC.

5. Cancel the grossly polluting Site 
C, and LNG Canada projects. These are 
technically unsound, global-warming 
disasters. Build a publicly-owned, work-
er-controlled green energy grid in BC.

6. Implement UNDRIP immediately. 
Get the cops off unceded Indigenous 
land. No more pipelines, roads, railways, 
transmission lines or anything else with-
out prior fully-informed agreement by 
Indigenous peoples. Fund healthcare, 
education, and housing. 

7. Nationalize the mines and their 
bankers under workers’ control. Operate 
them in a safe, ecologically sound way, if 
possible, or shut them down.  n
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Northern Lights
from Socialist Action Canada

By Barry Weisleder

The growing instability of capitalist 
rule is evident in the Canadian state and 
economy, where a minority government 
tries to grapple with the devastating ef-
fects of the pandemic. Rapidly shedding 
the COVID lock-down measures im-
posed in March, the business elite and 
their agents in political office risk a steep 
rise in hitherto relatively low rates of in-
fection and fatality. The Justin Trudeau 
Liberals turned on the money taps to 
cope with the pandemic – much of the 
spending going to resource corporations, 
banks, giant retailers, high tech firms and 
the military. Popular discontent stalks 
the landscape.

Facing instant impoverishment, the 
4.7 million workers who were on Cana-
da Emergency Relief Benefit on August 
2 got a brief reprieve when Ottawa ex-
tended the CERB through much of Sep-
tember. But 82 per cent of recipients will 
later get less or nothing under existing 
Employment Insurance rules. 

Trudeau’s pledge to make Employ-

ment Insurance more accessible depends 
on a late September vote of confidence in 
Parliament to preserve the minority Lib-
eral government. 

Trudeau outraged many when he pro-
rogued (suspended) Parliament on Au-
gust 18, thus shutting down standing 
committee investigations of the WE 
charity scandal in which he and his fam-
ily are directly implicated.

Trudeau parted with his Finance Min-
ister, Bill Morneau, a prominent scion of 
the billionaire class who was tainted by 
WE, and replaced him in Finance with 
his ‘star’ Deputy Prime Minister Chrys-
tia Freeland. She is infamous for head-
ing up the Lima Group of states seeking 
to overthrow the democratically elected 
government of Venezuela.

It is no accident that Trudeau’s proro-
gation of Parliament deprived the new 
leader of the Conservative Party, Erin 
O’Toole, of a gilded platform, albeit for 
a month. O’Toole, MP for Durham, just 
east of Toronto, won the preferential bal-
lot election in the wee hours of August 
24. The count was plagued by technical 

glitches. He was able to defeat co-found-
er of the modern Conservative Party, 
Peter McKay, a so-called Red Tory MP 
from Nova Scotia, thanks to the second 
and third preference votes of anti-gay, 
anti-choice bigots who had backed new-
comer Leslyn Lewis and MP Derek 
Sloan. How far the Tories, under “True 
Blue” O’Toole, will tack to the right, to 
retain the good will of ‘social conser-
vatives’, remains to be seen in a party 
freshly divided.

O’Toole’s campaign pledges to let the 
provinces set limits to greenhouse gas 
emissions, to make picketing at a rail-
way, a sea port or to inhibit business ac-
tivity at any entrance a criminal offense, 
and to privatize CBC television, show 
clearly enough where he is going.

Meanwhile, the Canada/U.S. border 
remains closed to ‘non-essential’ trans-
port. Migration is at a virtual halt. U.S. 
President Trump imposed steep tariffs on 
Canada-sourced aluminum, and Freeland 
responded with countervailing tolls, the 
combination of which hurts workers and 
consumers on both sides of the border.

The wealth gap is widening. The en-
vironmental crisis deepens along with 
dependence on fossil fuels. Reconcil-
iation with Indigenous people is on the 
back-burner again. Growing state/cor-
porate surveillance and authoritarianism 
face rising indignation. And thousands 
frequently demonstrate against racist po-
lice brutality and the looming threat of 
mass evictions, hunger and disease. 

Leaders of the labour-based New 
Democratic Party politely beseech gov-
ernments for very minor concessions in 
terms of unemployment benefits, paid 
sick days and childcare – rather than 
naming capitalism as the culprit of di-
saster, and demanding a democratical-
ly planned green economy. The price 
of ‘confidence’ in the minority Liberal 
government sought by the labour bu-
reaucracy is far too low in a situation 
where the vast majority face utter ca-
lamity. Revolutionary socialists advance 
the most realistic alternative to capitalist 
contagion, crisis and ruin – the fight for a 
Workers’ Government based on socialist  
policies.  n

COVID Autumn Clouds Canada’s Horizon

By Victor Goosen

The United Conservative Party of Al-
berta has a new plan to save the econ-
omy. Like an Alt-right superhero the 
UCP seems to think that by swooping in 
to foster low-paying, no-benefits, barely 
sustainable jobs, it can do the trick. The 
truth is that Alberta Premier Jason Ken-
ney is more akin to a super villain.

The UCP portrays the legislation of the 
previous New Democratic Party (NDP) 
Government as job killing. While down-
playing the earlier crash of oil prices, 
Kenny blames NDP policy on workers’ 
rights as the problem. Meanwhile, the 

UCP sinks billions into a foreign-owned 
oil pipeline, and slashes programs that 
would have brought good new technol-
ogy opportunities to Alberta.

Bill 32 is omnibus legislation that 
makes changes to six different labor re-
lations laws at once. It is driven almost 
entirely on the backs of hardworking Al-
bertans, delivering to the rich donors and 
friends of the current government tax 
kickbacks while destroying environmen-
tal legislation that stands in their path to 
potential private profits.

The United Conservative Party brags 
about how this legislation will save cor-
porate “job creators” an estimated $100 

million annually by reducing “red tape”, 
also known as minimum labor standards. 
Theirs is an exercise in reducing work-
ers’ rights and increasing part-time, no-
quality-of-life minimum wage jobs. It is 
likely that there is worse to come in the 
next provincial legislative session.

Bill 32 is obnoxiously named the Re-
storing Balance in Alberta’s Workplaces 
Act. Balance, really? Alberta currently 
has some of the lowest labor standards 
in Canada! Workers’ rights should be en-
hanced rather than clawed back.

The man in charge of this monstrosity 
is the Minister of RED Tape Reduction, 
MLA Grant Hunter. His mandate as Min-

ister appears to be making businesses 
profitable no matter who gets hurt.

The one bone the UCP tossed to labour 
is the clarification that employees contin-
ue to accrue vacation time on a job- pro-
tected leave. But when one is a part-time 
employee barely scraping by, talk of va-
cation time is moot.

This bill goes hand in hand with the 
sweeping Bill 1 which makes it virtually 
illegal to protest anywhere in Alberta – 
from the highways and pipelines, right 
down to the alleys and ditches. Now it 
is also illegal to conduct a legal strike in 
Alberta if it inhibits business in any way 
– essentially stifling the voice of workers 
in the work place.

Bill 32 crafters claim to be “creating 
simpler and more flexible rules for gen-
eral holiday pay, group terminations, and 
payment of final earnings upon termina-
tion”. Whom do you suppose that pro-
vision will serve? Is it for the working 
class, or for the corporate owners who 
would love the ability to lay-off or fire 
at a whim, and rehire at a lower wage? 
It is absolutely not for the worker who is 
scrambling to make ends meet.

The Alberta government has declared 
war on the working class. The only re-
course for workers is to fight back with 
escalating protest actions, including a 
general strike in Alberta. If the UCP gov-
ernment succeeds, other provinces may 
try to impose similar draconian mea-
sures. Every worker in Canada is threat-
ened if this law is allowed to stand.

Gil McGowan, President of the Alberta 
Federation of Labor (AFL), puts it this 
way: “Many people remember the fa-
mous western, ‘The Good, the Bad, and 
the Ugly.’ Well, if Bill 32 was a movie 
it would be called ‘The Bad, the Even 
Worse, and the Unconstitutional’.”

The question is: What will the AFL and 
the Alberta NDP do about it?  n 

Alberta: Confronting the Monstrosity of Bill 32
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put him one vote more than a majority 
in the College, although Gore won the 
popular vote.

The reader can unwind the violations 
of democratic voting inherent in the U.S. 
system in this mess. 

“The stormy once-in-alifetime Florida 
recount battle that polarized the nation in 
2000 and left the Supreme Court to de-
cide the presidency may soon look like 
a high school student council election 
compared to what could be coming af-
ter this November’s election,” the article 
began.

“Imagine not just another Florida, but 
a dozen Floridas. Not just one set of 
lawsuits but a vast array of them. And 
instead of two restrained candidates 
staying out of sight and leaving the fight 
to surrogates, a sitting president of the 
United States unleashing ALL CAPS 
twitter blasts from the Oval Office while 
seeking ways to use the power of his of-
fice to intervene.

“The possibility of an ugly November 
– and perhaps even December and Janu-
ary – has emerged more starkly in recent 
days as President Trump complains that 
the election will be rigged and Demo-
crats accuse him of trying to make that a 
self-fulfilling prophesy.”

Trump’s argument about “the most 
rigged election in history” centers on the 
unfounded charge that mail-in ballots 
will be corrupted in states with Demo-
cratic governors, while in states with Re-
publican governors like Florida mail-in 
ballots will be counted honestly, he says.

It is true that it will take longer to count 
mail-in ballots than it would to count 
ballots cast in-person at voting sites. Ex-
pectations are that many more will use 
mail-in voting than in previous elections 
to avoid exposure to the virus. So the 
counting will not be over on the evening 
of the November 3 election. Trump in-
sists that the winner must be known that 
evening, setting the stage for him to re-
ject the outcome if he is losing.

Even before the COVID crisis, the 
Postal Service was in deep financial cri-
sis because of onerous laws put in place 
by both the Democrats and Republicans 
that forced the Service to put in escrow 
money to guarantee retirement funds 
for 75 years in the future, something no 
other government agency is remotely re-
quired to do.

The pandemic put even greater strains 
on the post office, as many people use the 
mail to obtain goods – including medi-
cine -- online that they normally would 
get from providers in person. In the re-
cent negotiations between the Democrats 
and Republicans over new spending for 
the economy, the Republicans vetoed a 
Democratic proposal for $25 billion for 
the post office to cover part of its addi-
tional expenditures resulting from the 
virus.

In May of this year, Trump appointed 
Louis DeJoy as Postmaster General to 
head the Postal Service. DeJoy was a 
major donor ($1.2 million) to Trump’s 
election campaign, and was in charge of 
fundraising for the Republican National 
Convention before his appointment. He 
and his wife hold as much as $75 million 
in private competitors or contractors of 
the Postal Service.

Since taking office, DeJoy has insti-
tuted cost-cutting measures that have 
slowed down the delivery of the mail. 
There’s now a days-long backlog of mail 
across the United States. This comes as 
Trump continues to claim that the post 
office can’t handle the increase in mail-
in ballots. 

Recently, DeJoy disrupted Post Of-
fice functioning by reassigning or firing 
senior Postal Service executives, “the 
people who have to run the day-to-day 
operations of the post office,” said Con-

Socialist Action is in no way indiffer-
ent to Trump’s threat to cancel the 2020 
election or to ignore its results on elec-
tion day should he lose, or attempts to 
undermine the right to vote by defund-
ing the Post Office to make the prompt 
counting of ballots difficult or using 
U.S. Supreme Court rulings to approve 
racist gerrymandering of districts and 
other undemocratic measures aimed at 
reducing the vote of Black and Latinx 
people. While we have always exposed 
the reactionary nature of bourgeois 
elections and all their anti-democratic 
aspects, we are far from the point of 
ceding this institution to would-be ty-
rants like Trump. 

In the same vein, we have absolutely 
zero confidence in the courts to uphold 
democratic processes, not to mention 
confidence in the Democrats, including 
their water carriers in the labor move-
ment, to challenge in the streets any 
coup-like attempt to steal the elections. 
While we can say that the Supreme 

Court itself, despite its present 5–4 tilt 
to the Republicans, usually upholds the 
general interests of the ruling class as 
opposed to any minority current like 
Trump, we cannot sit idly by in antici-
pation of the court doing the right thing 
for the capitalist class it is beholden to.   

It is one thing to point out that today 
the ruling class has no need for a coup, 
that there is broad agreement among the 
ruling class that Trump must go, that he 
is an embarrassment, if not an obstacle 
to their general objectives, it is quite 
another to turn a deaf ear to Trump’s 
threats. That would be a serious error to 
say the least.

Should Trump continue to threaten 
the election or its results, we must stand 
in the political forefront against such a 
move without in any manner indicating 
political support to Biden and the Dem-
ocrats. Indeed, should there be anything 
resembling an electoral coup, we can 
fully expect outraged millions to take 
to the streets, perhaps in numbers ex-

ceeding the millions that have done so 
to date. 

While it seems obvious that if Trump 
moves to declare himself re-elected in 
the face of massive evidence to the con-
trary, the Democrats are not likely to 
accept being out-maneuvered, as they 
did with Bush v. Gore in 2000, we put 
no faith in the institutions of the bour-
geoisie to uphold the right to vote in 
any form. In that election, Bush had se-
rious ruling class support and credibili-
ty, to the point that the Democrats un-
derstood that a challenge in the streets 
was the last thing they wanted. In any 
case, Socialist Action’s active participa-
tion, with our own line, in any serious 
effort in the streets to counter a poten-
tial Trump coup is mandatory. Yes, we 
will say — assuming this is clear — that 
Biden won the election and should be 
president, while at the same time ex-
posing the totally corrupt nature of bil-
lionaire capitalist-orchestrated elections 
and Democrat Biden.  n

Trump Threatens Elections in Bid to Retain Power
(continued from page 1)

SA 2020 Presidential Candidate Jeff Mackler:  

No to Trump’s Coup Threat!

gressman Peter Defazio of Oregon.
“This is nothing less than Donald 

Trump and his political cronies trying to 
steal the election by blocking or delaying 
vote-by-mail. Trump has sued states to 
try and block vote-by-mail. That won’t 
work. But he’s going to try and stop the 
mail from being delivered. This is out-
rageous.”

One of the cost-cutting measures De-
Joy implemented has been the banning 
over overtime. “Here we are in a COVID 
world. Forty thousand postal workers 
have been quarantined since March, 
over 2,500 sick,” American Postal Work-
ers Union President Mark Dimondstein 
said. Overtime is necessary to plug these 
holes. So the lack of overtime further 
slows the mail. 

Under pressure for these measures, 
DeJoy said that he would “suspend” fur-
ther “cost-cutting” measures until after 
the election, though he has not reversed 
the removal of postal boxes or the effec-

tive ban on overtime, merely “suspend-
ing” continued cuts to the Postal Service. 

Trump’s immediate goal is to under-
mine mail-in voting. But there is a lon-
ger-range goal. Mark Dimondstein said, 
“On June 28, the Office of Management 
Budget of the White House put out, in 
writing, a proposal to break up the Post-
al Service and sell it to private corpora-
tions, for private profit.

“Whether people get postal service at 
all will then depend on who they are, 
where they live, and how much it will 
cost.”

In addition to sabotaging the Postal 
Service, the second way the Trump forc-
es will influence the election is voter sup-
pression.

The heart of the 1965 Voting Rights 
Act was struck down in 2013 by the   Su-
preme Court Republican majority in a 
five to four decision, written by Chief 
Justice John Roberts. What was struck 
down was the provisions that states that 

had a history of suppressing Black vot-
ers in the Jim Crow era had to have fed-
eral approval before enacting any new 
voting rights laws. Since then, Repub-
lican-controlled states in the Jim Crow 
South and elsewhere have enacted many 
restrictions upheld by the Supreme Court 
aimed at Black voters, using various sub-
terfuges reminiscent of Jim Crow laws 
and arbitrary rulings.

Since April, the Court has issued four 
more rulings in cases from Alabama, 
Florida, Texas and Wisconsin that re-
stricted mail-in votes, affecting Black 
and Latino voters disproportionally.

In April, the Court majority ruled that 
a federal judge should not have extend-
ed the deadline for some mail-in voting 
in light of the coronavirus pandemic. In 
July, the Court blocked a trial judge’s 
order that would have made it easier to 
use mail-in ballots in an Alabama prima-
ry election. In another ruling, the Court 
declined to reinstate a trial judge’s ruling 
that would have allowed all Texas voters 
– not just those 65 or older – to submit 
their ballots by mail given the health cri-
sis.

In 2018, voters in Florida extended the 
right to vote for felons after they serve 
their sentences (Florida had previously 
denied them the right to vote for the rest 
of their lives). The Republican controlled 
government then passed a law that said 
that such ex-felons had to first pay back 
earlier court fines and fees with interest 
before they could vote, which effectively 
denied them the right to vote.

The Supreme Court ruled that Florida 
could do that. Since Blacks and Latinos 
are the large majority of those impris-
oned under the program of mass incar-
ceration in the United States, they are the 
most affected.

If it turns out that in spite of Trump’s 
efforts to suppress minority votes and 
sabotage of mail-in voting, he is declared 
the loser it remains to be seen how or if 
he will carry out his threats not to accept 
that outcome, and what that will mean.

But it is certain that we can face grave 
danger to bourgeois democracy, however 
weak it already is in the United States.  n

Photo: Evan Vucci/AP
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By Steve R. Johnson
Under increasing pressure from state 

and federal authorities, school teachers 
across the United States are embroiled in 
a life and death struggle over the terms 
and conditions of re-opening the nation’s 
schools for the 2020-2021 year.

The national teacher unions, the Amer-
ican Federation of Teachers (AFT) and 
the National Education Association 
(NEA), support schools reopening, but 
on condition that strict measures are in 
place to ensure the safety of teachers, 
school workers and children – not to 
mention the more vulnerable parents and 
relatives with whom students are in daily 
contact upon returning home. NEA pres-
ident-elect Becky Pringle and AFT Pres-
ident Randi Weingarten have warned of 
the potentially deadly consequences of 
any initiative to prematurely return to 
school that ignores the threat posed by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Teachers pose conditions for  
safe return to work

The teacher unions stress the neces-
sity of daily COVID-19 testing, social 
distancing in classrooms, lunchrooms, 
hallways and school yards, qualitative 
improvements of damaged or inade-
quate school ventilation systems and 
a myriad of other factors that any sane 
society would implement in the face of 
an unprecedented pandemic that has in-
fected six million in the U.S. and killed 
180,000. Teachers are well aware that in 
some 80 percent of today’s COVID-19 
infections the person is largely asymp-
tomatic.

The costs associated with any realistic 
and safe return to classrooms, including 
major physical repair or replacement of 
obsolete systems, are enormous. Need-
less to say, no state or federal funds are 
envisioned on the part of leading “back 
to school” advocates, to pay these costs.

School teachers and unions resist

A growing number of teachers and 
teacher unions oppose any generalized 
school re-openings outright and instead 
have been able to negotiate online in-
struction for a majority of teachers. Such 
agreements have been reached in Los 
Angeles, San Francisco and Chicago. In 
other cities, the status of school openings 
is mixed. Some schools, usually in areas 
with the lowest infection rates, are open 
five days a week with direct instruction. 
Others are open a few days for direct in-
struction coupled with online instruction 
for the remainder of the week. 

Although schools are controlled by 
states and local jurisdictions and funded 
by a variety of property and related local 
taxes, the federal government does allo-
cate some modest funds, usually in the 
range of five percent, of the total school 
budgets. Nevertheless, federal officials 
have put intense pressure on schools to 
reopen. Many schools were closed from 
mid-March until the end of the school 
year in May-June. President Trump’s in-
sistence on school re-opening has been 
based on spurious “scientific” argu-
ments, chief among them that students 
and young people more generally, pop-
ulations where the great majority who 
have been infected with the COVID-19 
virus are asymptomatic, cannot spread 
the disease. Recent reports have not only 
demonstrated that asymptomatic peo-
ple cannot only spread the disease but 
that asymptomatic coronavirus-infected 
youth often harbor levels of the virus in 
their nasal passages that are up to 100 

times more concentrated than in the gen-
eral population.  

Homeland Security presses for 
return to work

An August 18 Department of Home-
land Security (DHS) statement declared 
that teachers were “critical infrastructure 
workers,” and that even if they been ex-
posed to the coronavirus but showed no 
symptoms, they were deemed able to re-
turn to classrooms without submitting to 
the otherwise required 14-day quarantine 
period recommended by public health 
agencies. Although the DHS declaration 
is not a federal directive, it is feared that 
school districts might use it to establish 
rules requiring teachers who have been 
in contact with coronavirus-infected 
people to nevertheless immediately re-
turn to school. 

Return to work and the second wave

The results of school reopenings inter-
nationally are telling. In Israel, schools 
reopened in May, after a national quaran-
tine for much of the spring. COVID-19 
cases quickly spiraled out of control, 
infecting student, parents, families and 
entire communities. The same outcome 

has been reported in South Korea as well 
as in most all nations where any “return 
to work” reopening measures were im-
plemented, whether in schools or more 
generally. The U.S., with the highest 
COVID-19 infection and death statistics 
in the world, is a case in point. 22,000 
daily new cases were reported just a few 
months ago. After partial re-opening, fig-
ures reached 70,000 new cases daily!

The absurdity of public officials warn-
ing against small backyard barbecues 
with family members on the one hand 
and advocating a nationwide back-to-
school drive involving hundreds of mil-
lions of people on the other, is almost 
beyond belief. Then again, behind the 
back-to-school drive is capitalism’s 
drive to free up workers, mostly women, 
from childcare and related responsibili-
ties, to resume work to enhance capitalist 
profits. Once again, human life itself is 
subordinate to the imperatives of capital-
ist profit.

Emerging battle in New York City

Most teachers today don’t see it that 
way. This is reflected in the emerging 
battle in New York City, the nation’s 
largest school district, with over 1.3 mil-
lion students. NYC Mayor Bill de Bla-
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Teachers Resist “Back To School” Orders
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sio pressed hard to force teachers back 
to the classroom, with the threat of im-
posing the union-busting Taylor Law as 
his club. The notorious 1960s era Taylor 
Law bans public worker strikes, includ-
ing for teachers, and imposes massive 
fines against workers and union officials, 
and even imprisonment, for violations. 
One provision of the law imposes a fine 
of two days’ pay for every day on strike!  
“Overtime in reverse!” as some call it.

As we go to press, it appears that an 
immediate strike has been averted with 
Mayor de Blasio and the United Fed-
eration of Teachers, Local 2 leadership 
agreeing to postpone the city’s planned 
early September opening for ten days. 
During that time, the city has agreed to 
comply with a series of union safety de-
mands including mandatory testing of 
students, teachers and schools workers, 
provision and use of face masks, imple-
mentation of proper social distancing 
regulations, provisions for a nurse in all 
schools and installation of proper venti-
lations systems. Details of the agreement 
remain undisclosed, including the num-
ber or percentage of teachers and stu-
dents who will return to school as com-
pared to those who will remain home to 
receive online instruction. 

It appears that the UFT’s defiance of 
de Blasio’s threats, either with the count-
er-threat of a “sick out” or a strike, has 
for the moment gained some time to im-
plement the UFT’s insistence on serious 
safety provisions, assuming and such 
provisions exist in reality. It is also clear 
that a broad range of UFT members, per-
haps a majority, are of the opinion that 
any generalized school re-opening in-
volving 1.3 million students and some 
60,000 teachers is a recipe for disaster. 
This has already been the case with re-
gard to several major college and uni-
versity re-openings, where the number 
and percentage of students who subse-
quently tested positive was so alarming 
that school officials had no choice but to 
close down. 

Such closures have been the norm 
across the country with regard to 
re-opening efforts of public facilities and 
businesses ordered by governors in all 50 
states. These re-openings led to a tripling 
of COVID-19 infections and a general-
ized return to higher levels of hospital-
izations and deaths. The IHME todays 
estimates that the total U.S. deaths by the 
end of the year will be at 410,000, a stun-
ning figure that attests to the base corrup-
tion of a social system that subordinates 
human life itself to capitalist profits. n
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The openings of grade and middle 
schools, high schools, and colleges all 
have one thing in common – they are the 
betting chips in a massive gamble by the 
ruling class. Like in poker, sometimes 
you win, sometimes you lose. In this 
case, however, the 1% will be betting 
with our lives, not theirs.

As of this writing, kids and younger 
adults are flocking back to their schools. 
With a lack of national reopening stan-
dards to guide school districts, however, 
each community is on its own to decide 
what is safe and what it not. Some dis-
tricts are headed back for in-person in-
struction, others are planning to keep 
students at home for a virtual classroom 
environment, some still are combining 
the two in a hybrid model. Facing all 
districts is a disturbing national finding 
announced by the American Academy 
of Pediatrics: more than 97,000 children 
tested positive for the virus during the 
last 2 weeks of July. A more recent study 
placed that number in excess of 400,000.

Parents and their children’s teachers, 
in their overwhelming majority, refuse to 
send their kids into infection-prone envi-
ronments. And even when they have sent 
their children along to modified, in-per-
son learning, examples galore come 
screaming forward of mass infections in 
the very first week of school.

The rush to send the kids back has been 
a priority especially for those states run 
by pro-Trump devotees, and where the 
virus is relatively widespread. It those 
cases it is more a political statement, in 
line with prematurely opening the econ-
omy, than an educational necessity. The 
results have not been good.

In Georgia and Mississippi, in-person 
attendance resulted in thousands of quar-
antines around those states. In Indiana, a 
high school dropped in-person school-
ing and reverted to on-line instruction 
after only two days of instruction. Hun-
dreds of other schools across the nation 
have, or are considering, reversals from 
of their first-announced plans to reopen 
brick-and-mortar instruction, including 
the entire state of New Jersey where 
the disease runs rampant, with 200,000 
having tested positive for the virus and 
16,000 dead.

The pushback from teachers, their 
unions, and parents to school openings, 
and the track of the virus itself, has 
made school starts futile for hundreds of 
school districts around the country, in-
cluding the majority of big cities. About 
half of elementary and secondary school 
students in the U.S. already are commit-
ted to virtual learning for the fall, with 
plans for the other half not yet cast in 
stone. Colleges and universities expe-
rienced similar results when attempting 
to re-open, with the University of No-
tre Dame, University of North Caroli-
na-Chapel Hill, and Michigan State Uni-
versity each reversing course to engage 
only in remote learning or to delay re-
opening indefinitely.

A Washington Post poll indicated that 
two-thirds of parents, including many 
Republican parents, disapproved of 
Trump’s handling of the school-opening 
portion of his Covid response.

Teachers, too, and have been outspo-
ken on the issue. Sensing the rush to be 
unsafe in many locations, the American 

Federation of Teachers authorized local 
unions to strike, if needed, to prevent the 
infection from spreading to both children 
and staff.  Polling in Chicago reflected 
that 80 percent of Chicago’s teachers feel 
uncomfortable and uncertain about going 
back into the buildings for instruction.

Trump’s failure to address the conta-
gion in the first place, and then his denial 
of it, set the stage for massive infections 
and the meltdown of medical facilities 
& personnel coast-to-coast. Following 
upon that fiasco, his bellicose insistence 
that schools re-open was his attempt to 
save his political hide. The consequences 
of these acts are grim.

Despite extreme misgivings by many, 
the position of the ruling class expressed 
through their surrogates continues to be 
that schools must reopen. If moms and 
dads are busy with home schooling or 
childcare, they may be working fewer 
hours if at all. And if the working class 
is not working, capitalism as a system is 
missing out on their wage exploitation 
and the value of their work being usurped 
by the ruling class to line their pockets.

To capitalist businesses of all stripes 
that is the cardinal rule. Workers on the 
job mean profits; lack of workers means 
sluggish survival, and to some smaller 
businesses especially, possibly extinc-
tion. The unspoken implication of this 
imperative of the ruling economic order 
is that if some kids should die, or pass 
along the disease to those at home, that 
is just the collateral damage to saving 
the economy, a higher-ranking consider-
ation. Back in March and April, capitalist 
economists were actually discussing this 
conundrum before their deliberations 
were silenced by the major media.

Hardest hit among children have been 
those of the oppressed minorities whose 
populations continue to die from the 
coronavirus at significantly higher rates 
than whites. Children of color have been 
hospitalized with COVID-19 at rates five 
to eight times higher than white children. 
Centuries of systemic racism have rele-
gated the Black communities of Amer-
ica to substandard and crowded hous-
ing, lack of economic opportunity, and 
higher unemployment rates than whites. 
More often than not, the inner cities also 

lack adequate medical access and even 
grocery stores where fresh foods can be 
obtained, contributing to Black adults 
suffering higher rates of obesity, diabe-
tes, and asthma – underlying factors that 
contribute to infection susceptibility.

The likelihood of coming down with 
the coronavirus is not only enhanced by 
the disadvantaged state of Black Ameri-
ca, but also by what types of work many 
African Americans perform. They are 
overrepresented among workers found 
in such essential areas as public trans-
portation, nurses’ aides, and grocery 
clerks. Workers in such jobs cannot tele-
commute from home, as whites are more 
likely able to do, but must be face-to-
face with the public, making them addi-
tionally vulnerable.

The bottom line is that Blacks are more 
than twice as likely as whites to come 
down with the coronavirus, and African 
Americans account for one-quarter of all 
Covid-19 deaths.

Adding to the social stress placed on 
these communities is the racial trauma 
originating from police discrimination, 
brutality, and killings. There is likely not 
a single Black family in the nation which 
has not had “the talk” with their children 
about what to do to stay safe when en-
countering the police – a family event in 
itself which adds to the trauma.

It is called “systemic” racism because 
it is entrenched in the very fabric of so-
ciety. At nearly every level of interaction 
with others, such as at the workplace, 
schools, financial institutions, and gov-
ernment, disparate treatment is noted. 
The most blatant example has been what 
law enforcement does in its interactions 
with Blacks.

So similar has the behavior been -- 
coast-to-coast, police department to po-
lice department, killing of one unarmed 
Black person to the next – that you would 
think that cops as a group are a cabal, or 
organized crime, or a murderous fraterni-
ty.  You are not far off the mark.

The role of the police is to defend pri-
vate property relations. Individual cops 
live under the psychology and legal 
framework of capitalism, compounded 
by centuries of the ingrained mantra that 
Black people (and other oppressed mi-

norities) are inferior to Whites. If some-
one “breaks the law” – capitalist law, 
often unjust – they are to be “brought to 
justice.” In the minds of cops, if a Black 
person is alleged to have committed a 
crime, they are guilty. Or if a Black is 
even in the vicinity when the law is bro-
ken, they are police suspects, de facto, 
because they are Black. Contrary to po-
lice denials, this the reality.

George Floyd of Minneapolis is de-
tained and killed by cops over an alleged 
passing of a bogus $20 bill. Breonna Tay-
lor of Louisville is shot in her own home 
by a group of police breaking down her 
door, mistakenly. Rayshard Brooks of 
Atlanta, whose “crime” is sleeping in a 
fast food parking lot, is gunned down by 
cops while running away. Jacob Blake of 
Kenosha, Wisconsin is shot 7 times by 
the cops in front of his own children, en-
tering his car, and is paralyzed from the 
waist down. The sordid list is lengthy 
and constitutes the proof.

In each and every instance of po-
lice murder brought to public attention 
through someone’s cell phone video, it 
is a case of death by being Black. These 
deadly racist attacks against Black peo-
ple are part and parcel of life for African 
Americans in capitalist America. The 
pandemic of disease has been joined the 
lethal pandemic of police brutality and 
murder.

We have yet to see what will result 
from the system’s gamble of sending 
children back to school in Covidland, 
despite reservations and strenuous ob-
jections of parents and teachers who 
are on guard. Similarly, the demands of 
millions that the police be brought under 
control to stop their killing rampages has 
achieved mostly token outcomes to date, 
if that, but the sentiment for Black jus-
tice has widely deepened and continues. 
What we also have observed, however, 
is a newly awakened belief by masses of 
working people engaged in independent 
action that such methods are necessary to 
achieve their just demands.

We realize that, as in poker, sometimes 
mass movements win and sometimes 
they lose. But the stakes are high, and the 
outcome is uncertain until all the cards 
are played.  n

Capitalists Gamble Children’s Lives for Profits


