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Election Charade Ends 
U.S. Ruling Class Wins Again!

By Jeff Mackler

On the Joseph Biden side of the 2020 
capitalist election spectacle stood the 
military establishment, albeit quietly, 
including Trump’s Joint Chiefs of Staff 
General Mark Milley and Trump’s Sec-
retary of Defense Mark Esper, the latter 
fired by Trump a few days after the pres-
ident’s Nov. 3 election defeat. Trump’s 
ever-diminishing coup threat, refusing 
a peaceful transition should he lose, had 
no takers in the military, not to mention 
in his own cabinet. Vice President Mike 
Pence made sure to follow Trump’s 
post-election podium bluster that he had 
won with assurances that no such claim 
was credible “while the votes continue to 
be counted.” 

Both Milley and Esper had balked in 
June at Trump’s threat to invoke the 1807 
Insurrection Act to quell Black Lives 
Matter and all other protests across the 
country. “Not at this time,” they repeat-
edly insisted, in contrast to the moron 
Trump’s threats and insistence that this 
was the time. While few among the rul-
ing rich discounted Trump’s incessant 
threats, no section believed that a mili-
tary solution to the mass anti-racist pro-
tests, which mobilized an unprecedented 
15-26 million in the streets in 2000-plus 
cities and towns following the police 
murder of George Floyd, was necessary. 
They had other means in mind to corral 
the mass hatred of society’s systemic rac-
ism into safe channels. The Democratic 
Party, the historic “graveyard of social 
movements,” was and remains their first 

choice. 
Trump had warned on June 1 in a 

White House Rose Garden speech, as 
federal law enforcement officers fired 
rubber bullets and noxious chemical gas-
es at peaceful White House area protes-
tors, that if the nation’s governors didn’t 
call up National Guard troops to “dom-
inate the streets, I will deploy the Unit-
ed States military and quickly solve the 
problem for them.” To make his point, 
the bragging demagogue sent a relative 
handful of plainclothes federal officials 
to Portland and Minneapolis to momen-
tarily grab and disappear small groups of 
peaceful protestors only to be repudiated 
by local and state officials. Shortly after, 
both Milley and Esper, publicly repudiat-
ed having escorted Trump, bible in hand, 
from the White House to nearby St. Pe-
ter’s Church for a one-minute photo op 
aimed at displaying his military might. 
Trump literally posed himself as under 
the command of his military establish-
ment, with a momentarily intimidated 
Milley – dressed up in combat fatigues 
– playing along as if Trump had actually 
invoked the 1807 Act.

Democrats had more generals  
than Trump

Biden’s VP running mate Kamala Har-
ris, a pro-corporate Senator and self-de-
scribed “top cop” as California’s tough 
on crime Attorney General, bragged 
during her pre-election debate with 
Pence that her Democrats had more gen-
erals and national security officials on 
Biden’s side than Trump’s Republicans. 

The Democrats, constantly publishing 
lists of Biden-supporting military tops 
and defecting Republicans, made no 
bones about who they looked to for cred-
ibility.     

The FBI and CIA, the new Cold War 
“Russiagate” establishment, similarly 
lent their weight to Biden as did the vast 
majority of the corporate media. Biden’s 
red-baiting Democrats and their FBI/CIA 
friends, nevertheless were repeatedly in-
capable of proving that Russia had spent 
a dime supporting Trump, not to mention 
Putin’s government stealing or tamper-
ing with U.S. ballot boxes.

Less than a week after the election, 
Trump signaled his intention to boot the 
FBI and CIA directors while he replaced 
defecting or equivocating NSA and Pen-
tagon officials with more reliable toadies. 
The nation’s billionaire class weighed 
in on Biden’s side, according to Forbes 
magazine, with 131 of the super-rich 
contributing generously to Biden, com-
pared to a paltry 93 for Trump. The 2020 
election contest included record spend-
ing of $13.3 billion, nearly double the 
amount spent in 2016, with Biden out-
spending Trump in the last months by a 
factor of two to one. 
Republican stalwarts support Biden      

Well known Republican establishment 
figures like former President George 
W. Bush, warmonger-in-chief for his 
two terms of service for the ruling rich, 
joined the Biden team. Bush’s presiden-
tial credentials included his ownership of 
the Texas Rangers baseball team plus a 

few posts that he assumed by virtue of 
his lineage to his multi-billionaire Cold 
Warrior father, President George H. W. 
Bush, whose bona fides included being 
the director of the CIA. Biden’s team 
included former body builder and film 
star Republican Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger, who was promoted to the California 
governorship by the then world’s richest 
corporation, General Electric, and via his 
personal ties to the Kennedy clan. 

Biden’s coalition included all wings of 
the Democratic Party including the “pro-
gressives” like Bernie Sanders and the 
AOC Squad, all of whom joined in 2018 
and 2020 to support every single Dem-
ocrat running for election, including the 
most overtly reactionary.

Biden’s racist record

Biden’s history as the Democrats’ long-
term designee to align Southern racist 
segregationists with the North’s “lib-
eral” Democrats was highlighted when 
he was called upon to eulogize the in-
famous Southern racist Dixiecrat Strom 
Thurmond in 2003, whom he called “my 
friend” and has recently praised.

Thurmond’s mid-century Dixiecrat 
platform, when he was vying for the 
Democratic Party’s presidential nom-
ination, included the following gem: 
“We oppose the elimination of segrega-
tion, the repeal of miscegenation stat-
utes, the control of private employment 
by Federal bureaucrats called for by the 
misnamed civil rights program.” Indeed, 

(continued on page 10)
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The speech published below was giv-
en by Colin Kaepernick at a November 
16 online press conference titled “Free-
dom and Abolition: A Critical Moment 
in the Fight to Free Mumia Abu-Jamal.” 
In addition to Kaepernick, speakers at 
the press conference, which was orga-
nized by The Campaign to Bring Mumia 
Home, included Angela Davis, Pam Afri-
ca, and many more. 

Colin Kaepernick, who is a former 
NFL star quarterback, first took a knee 
during the national anthem in 2016, an 
action and protest that is now echoed by 
athletes in sports throughout the world 
as a statement against systemic racism 
in the wake of the George Floyd protests 
earlier this year.

For his protest of taking a knee during 
the national anthem, Kaepernick was 
blackballed by the NFL owners and has 
not played for a single team in the years 
since, despite extraordinary success 
during his career.

Socialist Action praised Kaepernick in 
our newspaper for his courageous stand 
at the time and many times since. We 
publish his speech here as a major decla-
ration from a prominent activist.  –Editor

By Colin Kaepernick

When I was invited to speak on behalf 
of Mumia, one of the first things that 
came to mind was how long he’s been in 
prison. How many years of his life had 
been stolen away from him, his commu-
nity and his loved ones. He’s been incar-
cerated for 38 years. Mumia has been in 
prison longer than I’ve been alive.

 When I first spoke with Mumia on the 
phone, I did very little talking. I just lis-
tened. Hearing him speak was a remind-
er of why we must continue to fight ear-
lier this year. The United Nations human 
rights office of the high commissioner 
issued a statement, noting that prolong 
solitary confinement, the precise type of-
ten used in the United States amounts to 
psychological torture Mumia Abu Jamal 
has spent roughly 30 out of his 38 years 
in solitary confinement.

 In his book Live From Death Row, 
Mumia wrote that prison is a second by 
second assault on the soul, a day-to-day 
degradation of the self, an oppressive 
steel and brick umbrella that transforms 
seconds into hours and hours into days. 
He has had to endure this second-by-sec-
ond assault on his soul for 38 years.

 He had no record before he was arrest-
ed in frame for the death of a Philadel-

phia police officer.
Since 1981, Mumia has maintained 

his innocence. His story has not changed 
when Mia was shot. Brutalized, arrested 
and chained to a hospital bed. The first 
police officer assigned to him wrote in a 
report that the Negro male made no com-
ment as cited in Philly mag. Yet 64 days 
into the investigation.

 Another officer testified that Mumia 
had confessed to the killing. Mumia’s 
story has not changed, but we’re talking 
about the same Philadelphia police de-
partment. Whose behavior shocks the 
conscious, according to a 1979 DOJ re-
port behaviors like shooting nonviolent 
suspects, abusing handcuffed prisoners, 
and tampering with evidence.

 It should therefore come as little sur-
prise that according to Dr. Johanna Fer-
nandez over one third of the 35 officers 
involved in Boomi’s case. Were subse-
quently convicted of rank corruption, 
extortion, and tampering with evidence 
to obtain convictions and unrelated cas-
es. This is the same Philadelphia police 
department where officers ran racial 
profiling, sweeps, like Operation Cold 
Turkey and March, 1985, targeting black 
and Brown folks and bombed the move 
house in may of that year.

 Killing 11 people, including five chil-
dren and destroying 61 homes. The same 
Philadelphia police department, whose 
officers eight days before the 2020 pres-
idential election shot Walter Wallace Jr. 
dead in the streets in front of his cry-
ing mother. The Philadelphia fraternal 
order of police has unrelentingly cam-
paigned for Mumia’s execution. During 
their August,1999, national meeting, a 
spokesperson for the organization stated 
that they will not rest until Abu Jamal 
burns in hell. The former Philadelphia 
president of the fraternal order of police, 
Richard Castello, went as far as to say 
that if you disagree with their views of 
Mumia, you can join him in the electric 
chair and that they will make it an elec-
tric couch.

 The trial Judge on Mumia’s case in 
1981, Albert Sable was a former mem-
ber of the fraternal order police. Court 
reporter Terry Moore Carter even heard 
Judge Sable telling a colleague “I’m go-

ing to help them fry the n*****.”
 Found in December, 2018 in an inac-

cessible storage room of the DA’s office, 
six boxes of documents for Mumia’s 
case reveal previously undisclosed and 
highly significant evidence showing that 
Mumia’s trial was tainted by a failure to 
disclose material evidence in violation of 
the United States and Pennsylvania con-
stitutions. In November, 2019, the frater-
nal order of police filed a King’s Bench 
petition asking the court to allow the 
state attorney general, not the Philadel-
phia DA’s office, to handle the upcoming 
appeals.

 As the FOP president John McNair 
said just last year, “Mumia should re-
main in prison for the rest of his life.” 
And a King’s Bench order provides the 
legal angle for the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania to uphold judge Sable’s 
original wish, which was for Mumia ulti-
mately to die in prison. 
 Today we’re living through a moment 
where it’s acceptable to paint “end rac-
ism now” in front of the Philadelphia Po-
lice Department’s 26th district headquar-
ters, and yet a political prisoner who has 
since the age of 14 dedicated his life to 
fighting against racism, continues to be 
caged and lives his life on a slow death 
row. We’re in the midst of a movement 
that says Black Lives Matter. And if 
that’s truly the case, then it means that 
Mumia’s life and legacy must matter. 
And the causes that he sacrifices life and 
freedom for must matter as well. 

 Through all of the torture Mumia has 
suffered over the past 38 years, his prin-
ciples have never wavered. These prin-
ciples have manifested themselves in his 
writing countless books while incarcer-
ated, in his successful radio show.

 And the time and energy he has poured 
into his mentorship of younger incarcer-
ated folks and the continued concern 
with the people suffering outside of the 
walls. Even while living in the Hells of 
the prison system, Mumia still fights for 
our human rights. We must continue to 
fight for him and his human rights.

 Well, Mumia is 66 years old. He is a 
grandfather. He is an elder with ailments. 
He is a human being that deserves to be 
free.  n 
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Former NFL star quarterback Colin Kaepernick speaking at a Nov. 16 virtual press conference demanding Mumia’s freedom.



SOCIALIST ACTION  NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2020  3

By Jeff Mackler

The moron Trump, perhaps the crudest 
specimen of capitalist cruelty these days, 
takes the matter one insane step further 
with his ongoing public and person-
al opposition to mandated lockdowns, 
mask wearing and social distancing ne-
cessitated by the uncontrolled spread of 
COVID-19. The combination of Trump’s 
overt anti-science policies and the equal-
ly deadly bi-partisan promotion of var-
ious schemes to “safely” reopen public 
and private institutions for business has 
led to catastrophe with mid-November 
daily new COVID-19 infections reaching 
astonishing highs – surpassing 180,000!     

Trump’s current pandemic science ad-
viser, Stanford University’s Hoover In-
stitute Dr. Scott Atlas, last spring put his 
name to the so-called Great Barrington 
conference and its declaration that calls 
for allowing COVID-19 to spread “nat-
urally” in order to achieve “herd im-
munity” — the so-called point at which 
enough people have been infected, and 
allegedly then become immune, to ef-
fectively stall transmission of the patho-
gen in the general community. “Leading 
lights” from prestigious Harvard and Ox-
ford Universities were conference par-
ticipants, presumably to lend “scientific 
legitimacy” to this auspicious gathering.

The Great Barrington nationally-or-
chestrated spectacle was sponsored by 
the American Institute for Economic 
Research (AIER) at whose Great Bar-
rington, Massachusetts headquarters the 
conference took place. AEIR is a right-
wing think tank that partners with the 
Charles Koch Institute, founded by the 
billionaire industrialist Koch brothers. 
Their proclamation claiming endorse-
ments from some 40,000 online and un-
verified “science and health specialists,” 
insists that everyone but the tiny few said 
to must be “most likely to face death” 
from exposure, should be “free” to re-
turn to “normal life” with zero restric-
tions, that is, no masks, social distancing, 

testing, quarantines, etc. Among these 
endorsers, according to a skeptical UK 
investigator are “Dr. Johnny Bananas” 
and “I.P. Daily.” We have yet to check 
out the others. None of the Great Bar-
rington declaration’s “scientific” asser-
tions have been peer reviewed. Yale As-
sistant Professor of Public Health Gregg 
Gonsalves stated, “They’re staking out a 
radical claim that has very little support 
in the scientific community, so it’s not as 
if there’s like a scientific debate. It’s sort 
of flat earth versus the world is round.” 

The Swedish government has opted for 
a similar approach with the result that 
its daily COVID-19 infection rates are 
now eight times higher than neigboring 
Scandinavian countries, and the number 
of patients hospitalised with COVID-19 
doubles every eight days, the fastest 
rate reported by any European country. 
In the capital of Stockholm, one in five 
COVID-19 tests comes back positive, 
a very high positivity rate that suggests 
much wider spread of the disease than is 
accounted for in official case numbers.

While neither the Trump administra-
tion nor its now-chief science advis-
er, Dr. Scott Atlas, again, of the Great 
Barrington confab and co-author of its 
ludicrous declaration, have formally en-
dorsed it as official government policy, 
Trump’s Oct. 22  debate remarks all but 
confirmed his adherence to its basic prin-
ciples. Indeed, Dr. Atlas couldn’t restrain 
himself when he recently tweeted his 
view that masks were unnecessary, only 
to have his anti-science missile removed 
by Twitter’s fact checkers as unsubstan-
tiated!

Capitalism’s prime directive

“Survival of the fittest” is capitalism’s 
prime directive, especially in its current 
neo-liberal, free market, and unregulat-
ed variant. Trump, a staunch opponent 
of masks, demonstrably and repeatedly 
spoke at mass rallies where few were 
protected. He boasted during the last 
debate with Joseph Biden that be had 

quickly recovered from COVID-19 and 
was now immune, “no one knows for 
how long,” he felt compelled to add. 
Serious scientists have countered that if 
Trump’s “herd immunity” orientation is 
pursued the number of U.S. deaths could 
exceed one million by February 2021. 
Even if current standards are applied to 
these calculations, wherein today only 
50 percent wear masks in public, the 
death toll is expected to surpass 500,000 
in the same time frame, and countless 
more thereafter. The present number as 
of November 15 is approaching 250,000.

Here one might ask the simple ques-
tion, what’s in it for Trump and his Koch 
“libertarian” billionaire friends in pro-
moting, not to mention seeking to imple-
ment, the conception of herd immunity? 
There appears to be no rational answer 
to this question and especially so when 
most all scientists agree that with zero ef-
forts to control COVID-19 the projected 
numbers of deaths will be astronomical.

Trump: embarrassment to the  
ruling class

I can only guess that some proponents 
of this reactionary “theory” believe that 
there are those among us, perhaps the 
egomaniac Trump himself, who are “nat-
urally” in the category of the “fittest,” 
along with their billionaire associates 
whose “superior intelligence” earns them 
the right to rule. The moron Trump has 
participated in televised interviews with 
“medical specialists” who routinely ad-
minister “intelligence” examinations to 
him aimed at detecting signs of dementia. 
Trump, touting his test-affirmed ability 
to remember the names and order of five 
previously stated words, claims to have 
“aced the test”! Need we pursue Trump’s 
absurdities further other than to note that 
he has become an embarrassment to the 
ruling class itself, who increasingly indi-
cated as Election Day aprached that he 
needs to be dumped, albeit without any-
one fully revealing how it came to pass 
that the likes of him ever made it to the 

White House in the first place. 
That Trump could state during the de-

bate that “We have rounded the corner” 
in the fight against COVID-19, in the 
face of the fact that the week of his de-
bate marked the largest number of coro-
navirus infections on record, attests to 
the tragic truth that for some, at least in 
his inner circles, “the naked moronic em-
peror does have clothes.” 

The tragedy of science under 
capitalism

“Herd immunity” notwithstanding, 
Trump’s handling of the search for an ef-
fective vaccine is a case in point, with at 
least five major behemoth corporations, 
financed by billions in federal grants, 
competing to secure the lion’s share of 
the expected future billions in profits. 
The simple notion that scientific research 
in a sane society should operate as a col-
lective endeavor, wherein all discoveries 
are immediately shared by everyone for 
the common good, is unknown under 
capitalism. Neither Biden nor Trump ut-
tered a word on this matter. 

A final question is in order here. Might 
we ask whether a vaccine is needed at 
all, since Trump’s “herd immunity theo-
ry” postulates that the fastest way to stop 
COVID-19 is to do virtually nothing and 
allow “nature” to take its toll? Capital-
ism’s ideologues have postulated similar 
“theories” to justify heinous policies. 
In the name of  “national security,” that 
is the securing of capitalist-imperialist 
plunder across the globe, they routinely 
justify endless wars that murder millions 
of poor and oppressed people. In the 
same manner they justify a system that 
that includes the secret and illegal sur-
veillance of the emails, phone calls, con-
ference calls, etc. of the entire population 
– to the tune of three billion operations 
per day! To the elite few, working people 
– the overwhelming majority – are their 
enemies, to be oppressed and abused at 
will to guarantee and impose, by force if 
necessary, capitalist minority rule.  n

Trump’s Great Barrington  
“Herd Immunity” Hoax
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In Central America, justice comes 
slowly, if it comes at all. Colonel Ino-
cente Orlando Montano (retired) was 
sentenced to 133 years in prison in a Ma-
drid court on September 11 for his role 
in the 1989 assassinations of 8 people 
in San Salvador. The eight included 6 
Jesuit priests (five of whom were Span-
ish citizens), their housekeeper and her 
daughter. 

Montano served as Minister of Public 
Security during the 1979-1992 civil war 

in El Salvador. Now 77, Montano was 
extradited from the US in 2017, where 
he had been living. At the end of the Sal-
vadoran Civil War, the Salvadoran gov-
ernment passed an amnesty law making 
it difficult to investigate and prosecute 
human rights cases. This law was de-
clared unconstitutional by the Salvador-
an Supreme Court in 2016, thus open-
ing the way for the prosecution of war 
crimes but Salvadoran courts have been 
slow to take up war crime cases. Mon-
tano, however, was tried and convicted 
in Spain under the principle of universal 
jurisdiction for human rights crimes. The 
principle of universal jurisdiction states 
that war crimes or crimes against hu-
manity may be tried by other countries, 
even when they happen outside of the 
borders of that country. Under this prin-
ciple, Montano was extradited from the 
US in 2017.  Spain found him guilty of 
killing all 8 victims, but he could only 
be sentenced, under Spanish law, for the 
killing of the five who were Spanish cit-
izens. Partial justice came 31 years after 
the murders.

The killings of the priests in 1989 by 
the military was part of a decades long 
pattern in El Salvador. The pattern start-
ed in 1979 when a violent civil war 
erupted between guerilla groups united 
in the FMLN (Faribundo Martí Nation-
al Liberation Front) and the Salvador-

an oligarchy supported by the military. 
One of the first killed was Archbishop 
Oscar Romero, a vocal critic of injus-
tice. Romero, now a saint in the Catholic 
Church, was killed while saying mass on 
March 24, 1980. That same year, three 
Maryknoll nuns and a lay missionary 
were kidnapped, beaten, raped, and mur-
dered on December 2. 

The most horrific example of the pat-
tern is the El Mozote Massacre in which 
almost 1,000 innocent Salvador campes-
inos were killed in December 1981. In 
spite of the widespread knowledge of the 
case, no one was prosecuted until recent-
ly. In a case that rivals the recent verdict 
in Madrid, seventeen high ranking mili-
tary officers are under are being tried in 
El Salvador for the massacre. The case 
began after the amnesty law was de-
clared unconstitutional in 2016. Initiated 
by survivors and relatives of the victims. 
The defendants are still at liberty but 
must report to the court once a month 
and cannot leave El Salvador without 
permission. 

In November 2019 the case took a 
significant step forward when two sol-
diers who participated in the massacre 
testified. The two confirmed the victims 
accounts of beatings, rape, and murder 
of innocent campesinos, including chil-
dren, accounts long known to be true but 
never before acknowledged by any of 
the soldiers involved or by the courts.

In a second important development, 
General Juan Rafael Bustillo (retired), 
former commander of the air force ac-
knowledged the responsibility of the 
Salvadoran military for the massacre. 
Bustillo testified that he himself was 
not responsible for the massacre, which 
was carried out by the Atlacatl Battalion 
under its commander Colonel Domingo 
Monterrosa.

The Atlacatl Battalion was trained by 
the U.S. It was considered the elite, and 
most brutal, of all the Salvadoran mili-
tary units, akin to the US Rangers or spe-
cial forces. Col. Monterrosa was assas-
sinated by the FMLN in October 1984. 
Monterrosa is a convenient scapegoat for 
the Salvadoran military and Oligarchy. 
He is no longer around to tell his side of 
the story, having been assassinated by 
the FMLN in retaliation for the massa-
cre. 

While the pattern of violence is plain 
and some of those responsible are now 
being prosecuted, we must ask who 
stood behind the oligarchs, military, and 
death squads. Who trained them, gave 
them money and arms, supported them 
internationally and gave them political 
and public relations cover? The answer 
is the US. 

A small monument stands near the site 
of the massacre, a cross with the four 
figures standing by it, a man, a woman, 
and two children. The inscription reads 
“They did not die, they are with us, with 
you, and with all of humanity”.  Revo-
lutionaries should never forget the inno-
cent victims, nor should we ever forget 
who was responsible, and why.  n

Sin Fronteras
Noticias de  

America Latina
De Lazaro Monteverde

En Centroamérica, la justicia llega len-
tamente, si es que llega. El coronel In-
ocente Orlando Montano (retirado) fue 
condenado a 133 años de prisión en un 
tribunal de Madrid el 11 de septiembre 
por su papel en los asesinatos de 8 perso-
nas en 1989 en San Salvador. Los ocho 
incluían a 6 sacerdotes jesuitas (cinco de 
los cuales eran ciudadanos españoles), su 
ama de llaves y su hija.

Montano se desempeñó como Ministro 
de Seguridad Pública durante la guerra 
civil de 1979-1992 en El Salvador. Mon-
tano, que ahora tiene 77 años, fue extra-
ditado de EE. UU. En 2017, donde había 
estado viviendo. Al final de la Guerra 
Civil salvadoreña, el gobierno salvador-
eño aprobó una ley de amnistía que difi-
culta la investigación y procesamiento de 
casos de derechos humanos. Esta ley fue 
declarada inconstitucional por la Corte 
Suprema de El Salvador en 2016, abrien-
do así el camino para el enjuiciamiento 
de crímenes de guerra, pero los tribu-
nales salvadoreños han tardado en tomar 
los casos de crímenes de guerra. Monta-
no, sin embargo, fue juzgado y condena-
do en España bajo el principio de juris-
dicción universal por delitos de derechos 
humanos. Bajo este principio, Montano 
fue extraditado de EE. UU. En 2017. Es-
paña lo declaró culpable de matar a las 8 
víctimas, pero solo podía ser condenado, 
según la ley española, por el asesinato de 
las cinco que eran ciudadanas españolas. 
La justicia parcial llegó 31 años después 
de los asesinatos.

Los asesinatos de sacerdotes en 1989 
por los militares fueron parte de un 
patrón de décadas en El Salvador. El 
patrón comenzó en 1979 cuando estalló 
una violenta guerra civil entre los grupos 
guerrilleros unidos en el FMLN (Frente 
Faribundo Martín de Liberación Nacio-
nal) y la oligarquía salvadoreña apoy-
ada por los militares. Uno de los prim-
eros asesinados fue el arzobispo Oscar 
Romero, un crítico vocal de la injusticia. 
Romero, ahora santo en la Iglesia Católi-
ca, fue asesinado mientras decía misa el 
24 de marzo de 1980. Ese mismo año, 
tres monjas Maryknoll y un misionero 
laico fueron secuestrados, golpeados, 
violados y asesinados el 2 de diciembre. 

El ejemplo más espantoso del patrón es 
la Masacre de El Mozote en la que casi 
mil campesinos salvadoreños inocentes 
fueron asesinados en diciembre de 1981. 
A pesar del conocimiento generalizado 
del caso, nadie fue procesado hasta hace 
poco. En un caso que rivaliza con el reci-
ente veredicto en Madrid, diecisiete mili-
tares de alto rango están siendo juzgados 
en El Salvador por la masacre. El caso 
se inició luego de que la ley de amnistía 
fuera declarada inconstitucional en 2016. 
Iniciado por sobrevivientes y familiares 
de las víctimas. Los acusados aún se en-
cuentran en libertad, pero deben presen-
tarse ante el tribunal una vez al mes y no 
pueden salir de El Salvador sin permiso.

En noviembre de 2019 el caso dio un 
importante paso adelante cuando dos 
soldados que participaron en la masa-
cre testificaron. Los dos confirmaron los 
relatos de las víctimas sobre golpizas, 
violaciones y asesinatos de campesinos 

inocentes, incluidos niños, relatos que se 
sabe desde hace mucho tiempo que son 
ciertos pero nunca antes reconocidos por 
ninguno de los soldados involucrados o 
por los tribunales.

En un segundo acontecimiento impor-
tante, el general Juan Rafael Bustillo 
(retirado), ex comandante de la Fuerza 
Aérea reconoció la responsabilidad de 
los militares salvadoreños.por la masa-
cre. Bustillo declaró que él mismo no fue 
responsable de la masacre, que fue per-
petrada por el Batallón Atlacatl al mando 
de su comandante el coronel Domingo 

Monterrosa.
El Batallón Atlacatl fue entrenado por 

los Estados Unidos. Se la consideraba la 
élite, y la más brutal, de todas las uni-
dades militares salvadoreñas, similar a 
los Rangers estadounidenses o las fuer-
zas especiales. El coronel Monterrosa 
fue asesinado por el FMLN en octubre 
de 1984. Monterrosa es un chivo expia-
torio conveniente para los militares y la 
oligarquía salvadoreños. Ya no está para 
contar su versión de los hechos, ya que 
fue asesinado por el FMLN en represalia 
por la masacre. 

Si bien el patrón de violencia es cla-
ro y algunos de los responsables ahora 
están siendo procesados, debemos pre-
guntarnos quién estuvo detrás de los oli-
garcas, los militares y los escuadrones 
de la muerte. ¿Quién los entrenó, les dio 
dinero y armas, los apoyó internaciona-
lmente y les dio cobertura política y de 
relaciones públicas? La respuesta es Es-
tados Unidos.

Un pequeño monumento se encuentra 
cerca del lugar de la masacre, una cruz 
con las cuatro figuras de pie junto a él, 
un hombre, una mujer y dos niños. La 
inscripción dice “Ellos no murieron. Es-
tán con nosotros, contigo y con toda la 
humanidad”. Los revolucionarios nunca 
deben olvidar a las víctimas inocentes, ni 
nunca debemos olvidar quién fue el re-
sponsable y por qué.  n

Coronel salvadoreño 
condenado y condenado 

por asesinato de sacerdotes

Salvadoran Colonel 
Convicted and Sentenced 

for Murder of Priests

Monumento a las víctimas de la masacre de El Mozote.
Monument to the victims of the El Mozote Massacre.
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By Ann Montague

The naming of a new Supreme Court justice 
has developed into a national discussion about 
the possible direction of court decisions in the 
future. However, there is no one questioning 
the very existence of a system of nine unelect-
ed justices with lifetime appointments making 
momentous decisions that affect people’s ev-
eryday lives. Millions are looking at the cabal 
and fearing that they will take away women’s 
right to control our own bodies. There is also 
fear that this small group of the privileged 
could determine the next President, instead of 
counting the millions of votes cast.

At the same time, an estimated 15-26 mil-
lion people have been fearless in the streets de-
manding an end to systemic racism, protesting 
police violence and decrying past “reforms” 
that have changed nothing. These mass action 
protests have been resilient and continuous for 
over 100 days.

In the middle of this momentous uprising 
was the death of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 
who many women saw as a champion for 
women’s rights and equality while on the Su-
preme Court. But actually the most important 
work she did was before she was ever on the 
court. She was a civil rights lawyer who built 
the legal foundation to challenge systemic 
sexism. This was a time when women had no 
legal rights. There was discrimination in every 
area of life. Women were even barred from 
having their own bank accounts or sitting on 
juries.

Ginsburg had experienced discrimination. 
She lost a clerical job for being pregnant. She 
was told by the Dean of the Harvard Law 
School that she had to explain to him why she 
should be allowed to take the place of a male 
student. She was denied positions at New York 
City law firms and was told by “liberal” Su-

preme Court Justice William Brennan that he 
would never hire a woman as a law clerk. 

In an interesting BBC interview a few years 
ago, Ginsburg was asked if she had planned for 
women’s rights to be the issue she would pur-
sue when she graduated from Columbia Uni-
versity Law School. She replied that was not 
her plan, “but there was an uprising of women. 
A movement demanding women’s rights.” 
She could see around her the mass mobiliza-
tions demanding “Free Abortion On Demand” 
and “Free Child Care.” While Ginsburg was 
not among the 50,000 women marching down 
Fifth Avenue in the August 26, 1970 Wom-
en’s Strike For Equality, the movement in the 
streets was what influenced her by her own 
admission. She created the Women’s Rights 
Project at the mostly male ACLU and laid the 
groundwork with over 20 lawsuits which be-
came the foundation for current legal prohibi-
tions against sex discrimination.

In the same BBC interview, she was asked 
about the current attacks on abortion rights in 
the United States: “What do you think can be 
done about the large number of states who are 
restricting abortion rights?” Ginsburg replied 
that we need a movement like the one that ex-
isted when abortion was totally illegal.

What did she mean by this statement? The 
movement she was referring to was the mas-
sive women’s liberation movement that was 
independent. That movement wasn’t con-
trolled by non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) and so-called private non-profits, and 
most of all was not merely a vehicle of the 
Democratic Party. It was a grassroots move-
ment demanding equality and an end to wom-
en’s oppression. 

WONAAC

In 1970 Ginsburg decided to focus exclu-
sively on women’s rights through her work 

at the ACLU. In 1969, an activist organiza-
tion called the Women’s National Abortion 
Action Coalition (WONAAC) was formed. 
This national campaign was created as an 
opportunity for the energized women’s liber-
ation movement to move forward, breaking 
out of closed-circle discussions of women’s 
oppression to organizing a fight for a concrete 
goal that would change women’s lives. Only 
with the right to control their own bodies can 
women reassert their identity as fully produc-
tive, not only reproductive, lives. At the time, 
women were branded as criminals and forced 
to risk their lives at the hands of backstreet 
abortionists. Freedom to decide when and if to 
have a child is a basic prerequisite for women 
to have any control over their lives.

Influenced by the general radicalization, 
feminists formed WONAAC. They were 
uncompromising in their clear and precise de-
mands: Repeal All Abortion Laws, No Forced 
Sterilization, No exceptions. This basic demo-
cratic right was particularly relevant to work-
ing-class Black and Puerto Rican women who 
accounted for the majority of botched abortion 
fatalities.

WONAAC took a totally mass action ap-
proach. They organized three national confer-
ences in different cities that were attended by 
hundreds of women. In 1971, they organized 
a massive national march on Washington. In 
1972, there were local actions all across the 
country. They successfully publicized and 
defended Shirley Wheeler, who was tried and 
convicted of having an abortion. 

The 1973 Roe v. Wade decision came from 
a conservative all-male Supreme Court. The 
decision was written by Justice Harry Black-
mun who had been appointed by President 
Richard Nixon. It said that the Constitution 
protects a woman’s right to choose to have an 
abortion without government restriction. 

As attacks on women’s right to choose abor-
tion have escalated over the past decades, the 
use of independent mass action was replaced 
by useless legislative strategies. Women were 
told that they needed to spend their time and 
energy in corralling votes for Democrats who 
would protect their rights. Nothing could have 
been further from the truth.

Forty-Four Years of the Hyde 
Amendment 

The major Democratic Party betrayal of full 
reproductive rights for women is their continu-
ing reauthorization of the Hyde Amendment, 
which bars using any federal funds to pay for 
abortion except to save the life of a mother. 
This means Medicaid recipients, who are 
women already struggling financially, cannot 
choose to have an abortion. This amendment 
disproportionately hurts women of color and 
this is the 44th year that this piece of legislation 
has existed. The Hyde Amendment is attached 
to the federal budget and must be reauthorized 
whenever there is a budget bill. It has been 
over four decades that Democrats have con-
tinued to reauthorize the Hyde Amendment. 
In 2010, President Obama signed an executive 
order which made the Hyde Amendment also 
a part of the Affordable Care Act. 

Today, we need a women’s movement 
which takes on more issues than abortion 
rights. Our struggles are not only for repro-
ductive justice but against physical abuse and 
femicide. In the United States, over 50 percent 
of the 37 million people living in poverty are 
women, and the wage gap between women 
and men is the widest in the western world. 
Our fight is also for racial justice and environ-
mental justice and immigrant justice. An effec-
tive feminism of the 99% must focus on mass 
action and solidarity. We must be anti-capital-
ist, eco-socialist and anti-racist.  n

Ruth Bader Ginsburg and the Women’s 
Movement We Need

Women march down Fifth Avenue in New York City during the August 26, 1970 Women’s Strike for Equality.                                                                                                                                    Photo: John Olson/LIFE
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Greenwald: Trump Administration No Worse than 
Bush-Cheney or Obama-Biden

The frightening spectre of a Dictatorial 
Menace also led liberal advocacy groups 
such as the ACLU to drown in previously 
unimaginable quantities of #Resistance 
cash, frenetically donated in the name 
of stopping Trump’s incomparable evil. 
Rotted and discredited institutions like 
the CIA, NSA and FBI re-branded them-
selves as patriotic guardians of liberal 
democracy and stalwart protectors of a 
besieged population. Leaders of those 
security state agencies went from top-
pling governments, engineering clandes-
tine coups, disseminating disinformation 
campaigns, illegally spying on citizens, 
and entrapping young Muslims in man-
ufactured terror plots to being lavished 
with book deals and cable news contracts 
and celebrated in liberal parlors as sav-
iors rather than destroyers of democratic 
institutions and Enlightenment values. 

But the most potent incentives for this 
warped fairy tale have been the white-
washing of recent U.S. history, the main-
tenance of American Exceptionalism, 
and most of all the reputational and ca-
reer rehabilitative value it bestowed on 
all those pre-Trump officials, apparat-
chiks and myth-disseminating journal-
ists who committed great evils and left a 
raft of violence, lawlessness, destruction 
and death in their wake but now get to 
claim, and have others believe, that, no 
matter their sins, at least they weren’t au-
thoritarian white supremacist neo-Nazi 
pathological-lying fascist dictators like 
Trump and therefore deserve to be em-
braced by (and gainfully employed in) 
the Family of Decent Society.

That’s the deceitful framework that has 
led to two of the most mendacious and 
amoral War on Terror neocons, David 
Frum and Bill Kristol, being elevated 
to their new status as among the most 
beloved-by-liberals Trump-era pundits 
with a new massive social media plat-
form and frequent MSNBC appearanc-
es; the actual chief propagandist of the 
Bush/Cheney 2004 campaign and Bush/
Cheney White House, Nicolle Wallace, 
becoming one of the most adored-by-lib-
erals MSNBC hosts; the litany of War 
on Terror killers, including former Bush/
Cheney CIA and NSA chief Gen. Mi-

chael Hayden, becoming a #Resistance 
star; and the most savage disciples of 
Rovian politics becoming the undisputed 
champions of political grifting while 
marching under the tickling-the-liberal-
g-spot banner called the Lincoln Project. 

Flamboyantly denouncing Trump as 
an Unprecedented Evil became a cheap, 
instant and easy ticket to absolution, re-
demption and profit no matter how bar-
baric and monstrous one’s pre-Trump 
resume had been. That’s why it seems 
normal, reasonable, and credible that the 
very same people now demanding that 
lists of Trump supporters be compiled 
so as to ensure permanent ostracization 
themselves justified, advocated for, im-
plemented and presided over crimes far 
worse than the Trump administration got 
close to committing. 

In the green rooms of CNN and  
MSNBC, on the op-ed pages of The New 
York Times and The Washington Post, 
and in the hearts and minds (and bank 
accounts) of American liberals, one now 
finds the worst and most amoral archi-
tects and enablers of the invasion and 
destruction of Iraq, the worldwide tor-
ture regime, the global program of of-
ficial kidnapping (“rendition”), Article 
II theories of a lawless and omnipotent 
President, the drowning of New Orle-
ans, the slaughter of innocents by the 
thousands at the hands of fighter jets and 
drones, the targeting of U.S. citizens for 
assassination-by-drone, vital support for 
the world’s most barbaric tyrants, the 
saving of Wall Street at the expense of 
ordinary homeowners and communities 
of workers, and the seamless and rapid 
re-imaginging of the United States after 
the fall of the Soviet Union as a country 
of Endless War.

How can people with this much blood 
on their hands, this much admiration of 
tyranny, this much support for lawless-
ness and corruption, and with a record 
of so many lies to obscure and justify it 
all, possibly find career success and pub-
lic adoration again? We see the answer 
in its stark efficacy: they manufacture a 
never-before-seen monster who poses 
unprecedented dangers and embraces 
incomparably evil beliefs, and then they 
position themselves as the necessary and 
uniquely suited vanquishers of this New 

Nazi Evil. At first begrudgingly, then 
enthusiastically, their former critics and 
adversaries fall into line behind them, 
cheer them, support them, fund them, 
hire them, and buy their books en masse. 
Some will undoubtedly be rewarded with 
plum jobs or lucrative influence in the 
new administration. After all, however 
bad these once-despised figures might 
have been, it pales in comparison to the 
new Nazi demon.

But this entire narrative is complete 
and utter bullshit: blatantly so. There is 
nothing done by the Trump administra-
tion that can be rationally characterized 
as a radical aberration, some dramat-
ic break, from U.S. tradition. Quite the 
contrary: none of Trump’s actions and 
policies are in some new universe of sav-
agery, lawlessness, or radicalism when 
compared to those who preceded him in 
power.

The age of social media has fostered a 
type of reductive thinking and discourse 
about politics and the world in which pat 
and trite phrases have replaced critical 
thought as our primary instruments for 
making sense of external events. One 
can already hear the outraged liberal re-
sponse to this claim finding expression in 
a series of dreary, now-familiar clichés 
that fit comfortably into a tweet and a 
chant: lawlessness and authoritarianism, 
racism and bigotry, kids in cages, he 
killed 235,000 Americans, lying — these 
are the stunted, juvenile slogans that are 
supposed to serve as proof that America 
has never seen an evil quite like Trump 
before.

That Trump ushered in an unprece-
dented climate of lawlessness and au-
thoritarianism is perhaps the most stun-
ning of the assertions, particularly when 
delivered by the Bush/Obama Warriors 
on Terror who succeeded in imposing a 
model of the American Presidency that 
resided above not only morality but law. 

I began writing about politics in 2005 
as a reaction to the lawlessness, execu-
tive power transgressions and authoritar-
ian Article II theories imposed by Bush/
Cheney officials in the name of fighting 
terror. They claimed the right to violate 
Congressional statutes restricting how 
they could spy, detain, or even kill any-
one, including American citizens, as long 

they justified it as helpful in the fight 
against terrorism. 

They invented new theories of secrecy 
to hide virtually everything they did and, 
worse, to bar courts from subjecting their 
actions to legal or constitutional scruti-
ny. Josh Marshall’s entire career is based 
on a well-documented claim that the 
Bush White House and Attorney Gen-
eral Alberto Gonzales fired U.S. Attor-
neys who were investigating their own 
associates, including those of Karl Rove. 
The Obama administration prosecuted 
more whistleblowers and sources under 
the 1917 Espionage Act — enacted by 
Woodrow Wilson to criminalize dissent 
from U.S. involvement in World War I 
— than all prior presidents combined.

And in early 2009, The New York 
Times’ reporter Charlie Savage — in an 
article entitled “Obama’s War on Terror 
May Resemble Bush’s in Some Areas” 
— detailed how many of the worst au-
thoritarian excesses implemented by 
Nicolle Wallace’s bosses would be con-
tinued and perhaps even expanded by the 
new Democratic president:

“Even as it pulls back from harsh in-
terrogations and other sharply debated 
aspects of George W. Bush’s “war on 
terrorism,” the Obama administration is 
quietly signaling continued support for 
other major elements of its predecessor’s 
approach to fighting Al Qaeda.

“In little-noticed confirmation testimo-
ny recently, Obama nominees endorsed 
continuing the C.I.A.’s program of trans-
ferring prisoners to other countries with-
out legal rights, and indefinitely detain-
ing terrorism suspects without trials even 
if they were arrested far from a war zone.

“The administration has also embraced 
the Bush legal team’s arguments that 
a lawsuit by former C.I.A. detainees 
should be shut down based on the “state 
secrets” doctrine. It has also left the door 
open to resuming military commission 
trials.

“And earlier this month, after a British 
court cited pressure by the United States 
in declining to release information about 
the alleged torture of a detainee in Amer-
ican custody, the Obama administration 
issued a statement thanking the British 
government ‘for its continued commit-
ment to protect sensitive national securi-
ty information.’

“These and other signs suggest that 
the administration’s changes may turn 
out to be less sweeping than many had 
hoped or feared — prompting growing 
worry among civil liberties groups and a 
sense of vindication among supporters of 
Bush-era policies.”

Perhaps the most radical and tyrannical 
U.S. Government domestic act of the last 
two decades began at Chicago O’Hare 
International Airport in 2002 when the 
U.S.-born American citizen Jose Padilla 
was arrested and accused by then-Attor-
ney General John Ashcroft of being the 
“Dirty Bomber,” someone trying to det-
onate a radiological weapon in the U.S. 
Rather than being criminally charged 
and prosecuted for those accusations, 
this U.S. citizen was instead detained 
indefinitely as a presidentially-decreed 
“enemy combatant,” and held in a South 
Carolina military brig for almost three 
years without charges, without access to 
a lawyer, without communication with 
the outside world, and under torturous 
interrogations — all based on the view 
that a wartime president is omnipotent, 
bound neither by laws nor constitutional 
guarantees.

Both the Bush and Obama adminis-
trations then proceeded to expand their 

(continued from back page)

(continued next page)

The Bushes and the Clintons at President Donald Trump’s inauguration in 2017.
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claims of unlimited executive power far 
beyond “merely” detaining U.S. citizens 
with no legal constraints to spying on 
them and even targeting them for assassi-
nation without a whiff of due process. As 
the liberal writer Adam Serwer argued in 
2011: “what we’re talking about is the 
establishment of a precedent by which a 
US president can secretly order the death 
of an American citizen unchecked by 
any outside process.” This Obama poli-
cy meant, said the ACLU’s Hina Sham-
si, that “the president, it seems, can be 
judge, jury, and executioner.” 

Talk about lawlessness and authoritar-
ianism. As I wrote in The Washington 
Post shortly before Trump was inaugurat-
ed, the Bush and Obama administrations 
“detained terrorism suspects without due 
process, proposed new frameworks to 
keep them locked up without trial, target-
ed thousands of individuals (including a 
U.S. citizen) for execution by drone, in-
voked secrecy doctrines to shield torture 
and eavesdropping programs from judi-
cial review, and covertly expanded the 
nation’s mass electronic surveillance.” 
Indeed, Trump was able to campaign on, 
and then implement, escalated bombing 
campaigns that killed large numbers of 
civilians because the bipartisan frame-
work had been laid over the prior two 
presidencies that empowered that.

And that’s to say nothing of the le-
galized torture program, a due-process-
free prison in the middle of the Atlantic 
Ocean where dozens are still held — al-
most 20 years later — with no trial, the 
“rendition” program where people were 
kidnapped off European streets and 
shipped to despotic regimes for torture, 
and the relentless slaughter of civilians 
by drones. 

When it comes to lawlessness and au-
thoritarianism, what are the actions and 
policies of the Trump administration that 
compete with, let alone dramatically sur-
pass, these radical seizures of unchecked 
power by the administrations which pre-
ceded him?

That the Bush administration was 
free of overt racism and bigotry would 
certainly come as a big surprise to an 
American liberal circa 2006. Recall that 
the first political statement of major con-
sequence from Kanye West came that 
year when, after watching U.S. Govern-
ment indifference over the flooding of 
New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina, 
he announced — in a statement widely 
applauded by liberals — that “George 
Bush doesn’t care about black people.” 
He also strongly suggested that both me-
dia narratives and government responses 
were permeated with overt racism.

That the War on Terror itself was racist 
and Islamophobic — how else to explain 
year after year of predominantly Muslim 
countries being bombed by the Bush and 
Obama administrations? — was bare-
ly disputed in liberal discourse. Karl 
Rove’s core campaign strategy in 2002 
and 2004 was to place anti-gay referen-
da on as many state ballots as possible, 
and disseminate slanderous propaganda 
about same-sex couples, all to incentiv-
ize evangelicals to vote. And now we’re 
subjected to the revolting sanctimony of 
the very same same operatives and sup-
porters who did that, trying to prove the 
unprecedented evil of Trump by insisting 
that at least prior administrations did not 
rely on bigoted tropes or racist rhetoric. 

Perhaps the most reflexive response 
to prove the unprecedented nature of 
Trump’s evil is the refrain of the “kids in 
cages” slogan: shorthand for the Trump 
administration’s policy of separating 
families at the border which attempt to 
enter the United States illegally. Beyond 
the claim of Trump officials that this pol-
icy was necessitated by a court ruling 
which held that only adults can be indefi-
nitely detained but not children, the most 

vivid refutation of the attempt to depict 
this as not just immoral but unprecedent-
edly so is when numerous liberals, in-
cluding former Obama officials, feigned 
flamboyant disgust at a photograph of 
children in cages at the border, only to 
discover that the photo was from 2014 — 
when Obama was president. 

While it is true that those children 
whom Obama put in cages crossed the 
border unaccompanied by adults, surely 
that cannot suffice to place those “kids 
in cages” in some completely different 
moral universe at the ones in Trump-era 
cages. As The New York Times reported 
in 2015:

A federal judge in California has ruled 
that the Obama administration’s deten-
tion of children and their mothers who 
were caught crossing the border illegally 
is a serious violation of a longstanding 
court settlement, and that the families 
should be released as quickly as possible.

In a decision late Friday roundly re-
jecting the administration’s arguments 
for holding the families, Judge Dolly 
M. Gee of Federal District Court for the 

Central District of California found that 
two detention centers in Texas that the 
administration opened last summer fail 
to meet minimum legal requirements of 
the 1997 settlement for facilities housing 
children.

Judge Gee also found that migrant 
children had been held in “widespread 
deplorable conditions” in Border Pa-
trol stations after they were first caught, 
and she said the authorities had “wholly 
failed” to provide the “safe and sanitary” 
conditions required for children even in 
temporary cells….

The judge also found that the family 
detention centers in Texas were a “mate-
rial breach” of provisions requiring that 
minors be placed in facilities that are not 
secured like prisons and are licensed to 
take care of children. The detention cen-
ters are secure facilities run by private 
prison contractors.

If immigration abuses are to be the 
primary metric for determining unprec-
edented evil, one must also account for 
the fact that “Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement [ICE] has deported more 
immigrants [in 2019] than any full fiscal 
year of Donald Trump’s presidency, but 
it has yet to reach [Deporter-in-Chief] 
Barack Obama’s early deportation lev-
els.” And then one must compare those 
border abuses to the due-process-free 
and human-rights-abusing hellholes of 
Guantanamo, Bagram and other places 
opened by the Bush administration and 
maintained and defended by the Obama 
administration to imprison people for 
years if not longer with no due process 
rights of any kind.

Prior resistance to the notion of Trump 
as unprecedented evil has been some-
what eroded in some liberal precincts 
by the coronavirus pandemic and the 
accompanying claim that Trump is now 
responsible for “killing” the 235,000 
Americans who have died from it. That 
Trump was reckless in his handling of 
the COVID crisis is beyond doubt, but 
the same is true of a wide array of gov-
ernments and health agencies, including 
the World Health Organization, which, 
among several tragic mistakes, told peo-
ple as late as April not to wear masks and 
which, like many liberal media outlets, 
downplayed the seriousness of the virus. 

If Trump is responsible for “killing 
235,000 Americans” because they died 
of the coronavirus while he was in office, 
can the same be said of the governments 
of France and Spain which, despite 
much smaller populations, presided over 
almost 40,000 deaths each, or the gov-
ernments of Belgium, Peru, Argentina, 
Mexico and Chile which have compara-
ble or higher per capita death rates from 
the coronavirus than the U.S., or WHO 

officials who told people not to wear 
masks even when the CDC said the op-
posite? 

And what moral calculus allows deaths 
from a pandemic, even if the by-prod-
uct of negligence and mismanagement, 
to be placed on the same moral plane as 
deaths from bombs, drones, tanks and 
bullets, or the displacement of tens of 
millions of people from the War on Ter-
ror, or the slave markets and anarchy that 
still persist after the NATO bombing of  
Libya championed by Hillary Clinton 
and Samantha Power, or the world’s 
worst humanitarian crisis from the 
U.S.-supported bombing campaign of 
Yemen that began under Obama?

As for the claim that it is Trump’s lying 
that makes him some singular figure of 
evil, that would come as a great shock 
to the pioneering left-wing independent 
journalist I.F. Stone, whose skepticism of 
government pronouncements was cap-
tured by his signature phrase: “all gov-
ernments lie.” It would also likely come 
as a surprise to James Clapper (now of 
CNN) who got caught lying to the Sen-
ate about programs of mass surveillance 
aimed at the American people, and John 
Brennan (now of MSNBC), who got 
caught lying about the CIA’s spying on 
the Senate’s investigation of torture and 
the number of innocent people killed by 
U.S. drones.

And even if Trump has lied more fre-
quently and more blatantly than prior 
presidents — a conclusion I would prob-
ably accept — how do those lies compare 
to the one sustained over many years, 
from liberals’ most currently beloved 

neocon pundits and journalists, that con-
vinced Americans that Saddam Hussein 
was pursuing nuclear and biological 
weapons and was in an alliance with Al 
Qaeda and thus likely responsible for the 
9/11 attack, leading to the invasion and 
destruction of a country of 26 million 
people and, ultimately, the rise of ISIS?

It should go without saying, though I 
know it does not, that none of this is a 
defense of these Trump failings or an at-
tempt to mitigate the harms they caused. 
What this argument is, instead, is a ve-
hement rejection of the grotesque histor-
ical revisionism that seeks to erase and 
whitewash the far worse moral evils, acts 
of violence and assertions of lawlessness 
that preceded him, all in order to propa-
gate myths of American Exceptionalism 
and, worse, to rehabilitate the reputations 
and careers of the political and media 
cretins who perpetrated them.

Those who want to insist that Trump’s 
evils are unprecedented — such that their 
own service to or support for prior pres-
idents should not exclude them from the 
realm of the Patriotic, the Decent and the 

Noble — should be prepared to explain 
which acts of Trump’s compete with the 
destruction of Iraq, or the implementa-
tion of a global regime of torture, or the 
“rendition” kidnappings and CIA black 
sites and illegal domestic eavesdropping 
under Bush and Obama, or imprisoning 
people for decades with no due process, 
and on and on and on. 

It is not an exaggeration to say that 
much of the division on the center-left 
over the past four years has been shaped 
by whether one sees Trump as a symp-
tom of American pathologies or as its 
primary cause, of whether one views 
the return of pre-Trump “normalcy” 
as something to loathe or something to 
crave, of whether one views the Bush/
Cheney years and War on Terror abuses 
(to say nothing of the horrors of the Cold 
War) as at least as bad as anything Trump 
has ushered in or whether one sees those 
pre-Trump evils as somehow more be-
nign and less ignoble.

Those who have most loudly and ag-
gressively insisted that Trump’s evils 
stand alone are, coincidentally or not, 
those who have stood to profit the most 
from perpetuating this ahistorical my-
thology. It has allowed them to deceive 
many into believing that their hands are 
as clean as their conscience, even though 
the huge amounts of blood will never 
be washed away, no matter how many 
green rooms they are welcomed in, or 
how much #Resistance cash they raise, 
or how melodramatic and hyperbolic is 
their denunciation of the Trump years.  n

This article was published at  
greenwald.substack.com

(conitnued from previous page)

Guantanamo Bay officer places new President Barack Obama’s picture in the lobby of the naval base’s headquarters on January 20, 2009.
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British Columbia New Democratic Party  
Election  Win Means ‘No More Excuses’

By Gary Porter

The October 24 provincial election 
in British Columbia was called by New 
Democratic Party Premier John Horgan 
after 3 years of a 4-year “supply and con-
fidence agreement” with the Green Party 
of BC. John Horgan’s calculation was 
that voters would reward the BC record 
on managing COVID-19 with a major-
ity government, free of reliance on the 
Greens. He was correct. 

At the dissolution of the legislature, 
the NDP, a labour party with powerful 
unions directly affiliated to it, and with 
direct union representation at its provin-
cial council and conventions, held 41 
seats. The Greens held 2 and the right-
wing Liberal Party 43. Andrew Weaver, 
former leader of the Green Party, quit 
the Greens to sit as an independent. Still, 
he abided by the supply and confidence 
agreement. 

On October 24, the NDP captured 55 
seats. The Liberals were reduced to 29 
and the Greens won 3. All 14 new NDP 
seats were won at the expense of the 
Liberals. A few more seats may change 
hands after counting mailed ballots is 
completed. The COVID-19 pandem-
ic is uppermost in the minds of British 
Columbians. They know the NDP has 
done a better job than the other provin-

cial governments, most of them Conser-
vative, across Canada. The high level of 
concern about the virus is rooted in the 
labour base of the NDP. 

At this writing, deaths per million in 
Canada is 269, and only 53 per million in 
BC. What a stunning difference! The BC 
Minister of Health, Adrian Dix, and the 
Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Bonnie Hen-
ry, applied strictly epidemiological crite-
ria. Dr. Henry’s pandemic management 
won her a praiseful review in the New 
York Times. Premier Horgan has avoid-
ed the spotlight, deferring to the medical 
experts. 

Although mask-wearing was nev-
er mandatory in BC, it is high because 
public officials set a great example. Brit-
ish Columbian working people are well 
aware that they have been safer under 
NDP leadership than Albertans, Ontari-
ans and Quebecois under right wing cap-
italist governments. Horgan also froze 
hydro rates, instituted new taxes to curb 
residential real estate speculation, elim-
inated Medicare fees and implemented 
several other modest reforms noticeable 
to workers. He increased the minimum 
wage and will raise it to over $15 per 
hour on January 1, 2021 – then indexed 
to inflation. 

In the election campaign, the NDP 
promised a $400 per year renters’ cred-

it, a rent freeze for 2021, the hiring of 
7,000 additional health care staff, and a 
new medical school to tackle the doctor 
shortage – all measures benefitting work-
ing people.

Neither the Greens nor the Liberals 
criticized NDP pandemic management 
during the election. The Liberals pro-
posed to suspend the provincial sales 
tax for a year, to increase low consum-
er demand and get profits rolling again. 
They attacked NDP moves to house the 
homeless, including the NDP decision 
to buy three low-end hotels and increase 
services to people living in tents. The 
Greens raised valid criticisms of Hor-
gan’s massive concessions to the Liquid 
Natural Gas cartel, but they had no an-

swer. Nationalization of the fossil fuel 
industry violates the Green Party com-
mitment to capitalism.

The GP fell from 17% to 15% of the 
vote, despite a protest vote by some NDP 
supporters bitterly opposed to Horgan’s 
climate betrayals. The Liberal Party, cre-
ated by the former Social Credit, Con-
servative and Liberal parties to oppose 
the NDP, was divided. It was plagued by 
brutal racist, sexist and anti-poor people 
gaffes, offering little more than blatantly 
pro-business planks. 

The NDP, a working-class party, is 
dominated by reformist, pro-capitalist 
social democrats who avoid mass ac-
tion, restrict the party to parliamentary 
election campaigns, and look primarily 
to the private sector to solve social prob-
lems. This contradiction between the 
working-class base and the pro-capitalist 
leadership is partly a product of the low 
level of class struggle and resulting low 
class consciousness among workers in 
Canada. The rapidly escalating crises of 
capitalism and arising mass movements 
will shatter the relative tranquility of the 
working class. The reformist NDP lead-
ership will be found wanting. 

The Greens had not been a constraint 
on Horgan’s pro-LNG cartel policy. He 

(continued on next page)

The NDP, a working-class 
party, is dominated by 
reformist, pro-capitalist 
social democrats who avoid 
mass action, restrict the 
party to parliamentary 
election campaigns, and look 
primarily to the private sector 
to solve social problems. 
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By Barry Weisleder

Is the Green Party doomed to remain a 
fringe capitalist party in Canada?

Despite business media hype for An-
namie Paul, the party’s new federal lead-
er, the GPC failed to break through in 
the electoral district of Toronto Centre, a 
Liberal Party stronghold since 1993.

In Toronto, besides Paul’s defeat in 
the Toronto Centre by-election where 
she garnered 32.7 per cent of the votes, 
the Green candidate in the York Centre 
by-election on October 26 was trounced, 
receiving only 2.6 per cent – down from 
3.6 per cent in the 2019 general election. 
The Green candidate actually finished in 
fifth spot, behind the racist, ultra-con-
servative People’s Party leader Maxime 
Bernier.

In Saskatchewan, the Greens were 
swamped in the October 26 provincial 
election, winning the support of just 
2.36 per cent of voters. So bad was the 
result that the newly formed Buffalo Par-
ty received more votes than the Greens, 
despite running less than one-third the 

number of candidates.
In British Columbia, the Greens were 

huge losers in Saturday’s provincial elec-
tion, winning just three of 87 ridings and 
seeing their share of the popular vote fall 
to 15.3 per cent, down from 16.8 per cent 
in the 2017 election.

Interest in the GPC rose among leftists 
when eco-socialist Dimitri Lascaris cap-
tured 42.2 per cent of the votes cast in 
the party’s leadership election on Octo-
ber 3. But since the election of the con-
servative, pro-NATO, pro-Zionist An-
namie Paul as leader, there is no evident 
electoral uptick for the party, much less 
growth on the left. Moreover, new rules 
governing debate on resolutions inside 
the GPC virtually preclude a repeat of 
the pro-Palestinian, pro-BDS policy up-
set in 2016.

Across most of Canada, the party re-
mains a non-factor.

It holds no provincial seats in Alberta, 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Quebec, Nova 
Scotia and Newfoundland and Labrador. 
It has only one seat in the Ontario leg-
islature where the party drew a smaller 

share of popular support in the 2018 On-
tario election than it did in 2014. It holds 
just three seats in the New Brunswick 
legislature. 

While the Greens are the official op-
position party in Prince Edward Island, 
the province is so small that the mayor 
of the city of Oshawa governs over more 
people (170,000) than does the premier 
of P.E.I. (160,000).

Federally, the Greens won three seats 
in last year’s general election, which was 
their most ever. But in truth the party’s 
overall support is lower now than it was 
more than a decade ago. In the 2008 
election the party got 6.6 per cent of the 
popular vote; in 2019 it received 6.55 
per cent. Not much upward momentum 
is evident there.

Indeed, despite being a formal political 
party for nearly a quarter of a century, 
the Greens remain a fringe party in most 
parts of Canada.

Which raises the question: Why con-
tinue? Some of their policies appear to be 
similar to those of the New Democratic 
Party. And therein lies a clue. 

The NDP is the only labour-based 
mass party in North America. Some cap-
italists support the Greens, hoping to use 
it to split away some of the NDP vote – 
or even to force a merger between the 
working class NDP and the bourgeois 
Green Party. Such a move would weak-
en independent labour political action, 
even more than pro-business NDP lead-
ers undermine it. The way to strengthen 
labour’s political might is to fight for so-
cialist policies in the unions and in their 
electoral arm, the NDP – not to see the 
GPC as a vehicle for the left, much less 
for eco-socialism.

Conservatives would love to see the 
Greens hang around, creating three-way 
splits on the left that have paved the way 
to victory for Tories. And the Liberals 
seem not to be very worried. But don’t 
expect the Greens to change. Despite her 
defeat, Annamie Paul boasted that the 
Greens will be a “very competitive op-
tion” in the next election. The NDP can 
put an end to this political irritant simply 
by turning left -- by fighting for a Work-
ers’ Agenda.  n

Is the Green Party Over?

By Barry Weisleder

On November 3, 2020, the United 
Steel Workers’ Union issued the follow-
ing statement: 

“Late on Friday, October 30, the Cana-
dian Labour Congress, without consult-
ing any union affiliate, announced a joint 
endorsement with the business lobby 
group, the Canadian Chamber of Com-
merce, of former Finance Minister Bill 
Morneau for the role of Secretary Gen-
eral of the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD).

This was a shocking action by the 
CLC, which is responsible to speak on 
behalf of working people – defending 
and strengthening the rights of workers. 
The CLC and its leadership team has 
roundly failed workers in its co-spon-
sored endorsement of Morneau. The 
USW, its Canadian leaders and members 
are outraged by this irresponsible and ri-
diculous action by CLC President Has-
san Yussuff.

As Federal Finance Minister, Bill Mor-
neau put forward Bill C-27, which had it 
been successful, would have imperilled 
retirement security for Canadians and 
set workers and pension plans back de-
cades. Morneau was also a key part of 
a government which interfered in col-
lective bargaining by legislating postal 
workers back to work, botched paying 
federal employees with the much-ma-
ligned Phoenix system and took numer-
ous other actions that show Morneau has 
not been on the side of working people.

Partnering with the Canadian Chamber 
of Commerce, without the input of any 
CLC affiliate, is also deeply troubling 
and shows a disregard for the labour 
unions that form the CLC. The Canadian 
Chamber of Commerce is a body that has 

historically pushed for anti-worker poli-
cies that would either halt progress or set 
working people back.

It’s time for a leadership change at the 
Canadian Labour Congress that prior-
itizes the needs and concerns of work-
ing people over its own self-promotion. 
USW leaders and members are demand-
ing better from our national labour lead-
ers.”

Socialist Action shares the concerns 
expressed by the USW above. Many la-
bour activists believe that CLC President 
Hassan Yussuff, who is a prominent pro-
ponent of so-called ‘strategic voting’ that 
favours Liberal Party candidates at gen-
eral elections, is angling for an appoint-
ment by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
to the Canadian Senate.

How low will the CLC go? Yussuff’s 
undemocratic action deepens decades of 
retreat by the organized labour move-
ment. It undermines the independence of 
the working class as a whole in relation 
to the parties of big business. 

The USW is correct to declare that “It’s 
time for a leadership change at the Cana-
dian Labour Congress.” 

Socialists call for the removal of class 
collaborationist union bureaucrats like 
Yussuff and a complete break with ‘stra-
tegic voting.’ Moreover, the situation 
demands more labour affiliation to the 
New Democratic Party, a stronger fight 
for socialist policies inside the NDP and 
the unions. A class struggle leadership is 
urgently needed to challenge neo-liberal 
austerity, pandemic disaster and environ-
mental catastrophe in the work place and 
on the street.

If you wish to push for prog-
ress in that direction, please con-
tact the Workers’ Action Movement:  
www.thewam.ca n

Steelworkers Reject  
CLC Endorsement  

of Bill Morneau

could count on the Liberals to support 
his heinous assault on nature.

During its three years in office, the 
NDP approved construction of the mas-
sive Site C dam project on the Peace 
River in north-east BC, and the massive 
natural gas project initiated by a global 
consortium. The purpose of the dam is to 
supply cheap electricity to the high-pow-
er-demanding gas fracking operations 
nearby. The fossil fuel magnates would 
get subsidized power, and BC workers 
would pay for it with higher rates in the 
future

The multibillion-dollar Liquid Natural 
Gas project involves a 400 km pipeline 
and a liquefaction plant at tidewater in 
Kitimat. This is the pipeline project that 
launched a wave of protests and road, 
bridge, railway and port closures last 
February in support of the Wet’suwet’en 
land defenders who were attacked by 
heavily armed Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police to break up their blockade of the 
pipeline construction.

On the twinning of the TMX oil pipe-
line between Edmonton and the Pacific 
at Burnaby, B.C., the NDP resisted by 
relying on the capitalist courts, losing at 
every stage. Instead of organizing mass 
actions together with indigenous resist-
ers, Horgan, ever respectful of the bour-
geois state, caved in completely. 

The CleanBC climate plan sets a mod-
est goal of 20% greenhouse gas reduc-
tion by 2030. It is based on sectoral tar-
gets to be attained mostly by providing 
incentives to capitalist industry. Capi-
talism is the cause of climate change. It 
cannot be the solution. So, the climate 
plan is, to say the least, over-optimistic 
and hypothetical. Meanwhile, the mas-
sive hydrocarbon infrastructure projects 
are tragically still under construction.

The NDP brass did badger a few left-
wing NDP candidates. Bryn Smith, in 
Surrey-White Rock, made social media 
headlines when the Liberal Party called 
him out for supporting Palestinian Rights 
against Israeli Apartheid, and for advo-
cating nationalization of capitalist pri-
vately-owned businesses. The 25-year-
old BC NDP Socialist Caucus member, 
with the backing of his riding associa-
tion, stood his ground. He retracted noth-
ing when the NDP brass came calling. 
He increased the NDP vote in the riding, 
coming within 700 votes of the Liberal 
-- with 11,000 mailed ballots still to be 
counted. Far from being a hindrance, 
Bryn Smith’s socialist views increased 
his support, just as the Socialist Caucus 
predicted. 

The Socialist Caucus, energized by 
the developing radicalization, and with a 
new BC steering committee formed, is-
sued a leaflet urging a vote for the NDP. 
The statement, advancing a socialist and 
working class agenda for BC, was dis-
tributed both within the party and to vot-
ers far beyond it. 

The task now is to mobilize New Dem-
ocrats and workers generally to push 
Premier John Horgan to exercise some 
courage with his big majority. Stop the 
Site C and LNG projects. Ease the huge 
housing affordability crisis with massive, 
publicly-built housing projects. Reverse 
16 years of Liberal cuts to education and 
health care. Extend Medicare to dental, 
optical and pharma care. Move boldly 
with unions to organize the unorganized, 
give full employment rights to gig work-
ers and to so-called ‘contract’ workers. 
Nationalize and rapidly phase out the 
fossil fuel industry. Build a greenhouse 
gas-free energy grid. Defund, disarm 
and disband the racist cops. Throw the 
RCMP out of BC. It is high time to rep-
resent workers, not the bosses!  n

No More Excuses  
for BC NDP Gov’t

(continued from previous page)
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Biden was chosen for the VP slot when 
he was Obama’s running mate due to his 
established skills in aligning to the Dem-
ocratic Party the same Southern racist 
bigots, today disguised with labels like 
“conservative” or “centrist” or “Blue 
Dog” Democrats.

The latter term alludes to a dog being 
left out in the cold – in this case, they 
claim to be left out of the Democratic 
Party’s supposedly “liberal” mainstream 
– so long that it turns blue. This wing of 
the Democrats, today representing some 
26 members of congress, is a group of 
politicians ever defecting or threatening 
to defect to the Republicans, who the 
mainstream Democrats need in order to 
hold on to their narrow House majority. 

Movement For Black Lives 
presses for Biden

The Biden campaign witnessed the 
Democrats’ ongoing capacity to capture 
promising social struggles, as was the 
case with the Black Lives Matter move-
ment and its associated Movement For 
Black Lives (M4BL). The latter’s self-ap-
pointed and largely corporate Democrat-
ic Party-funded “leaders” sheepherded 
unwary Black anti-racist activists and 
their supporters among white youth into 
Biden’s reactionary camp – lock, stock 
and barrel. From M4BL’s online Black 
National Convention, to the Al Sharp-
ton-initiated March on Washington, to 
literally every elected Black Democrat in 
the country, the promising mass mobili-
zations against ongoing police brutality 
and murder and against U.S. systemic 
racism were turned to the Biden cam-
paign. 

The precondition for membership was 
to obliterate Biden’s past racist record 
and to re-cast his image as a virtual cru-
sader for Black equality. Malcolm X said 
it well in describing the Black Democrats 
of his time as “cigars,” that is, “fire on 
one end and fool on the other.” Today’s 
Black Democratic Party officials – Black 
Agenda Report editor Glen Ford calls 
them “the Black mis-leadership class” – 
are far from fools but rather the conscious 
agents of capitalism who have taken on 
the assignment of herding the oppressed 
into the master’s corrupt vote-hustling 
machine… for a price, of course – per-
haps a corporate grant or a future petty 
post in the machine. Tragically, the same 
holds for the mis-leadership of the large 
Latinx community and the hardened bu-
reaucracy of today’s ever-declining trade 
union movement. They, and thousands 
of corporate-funded NGOs played the 
sheepherding role to the hilt and will be 
expected to continue to do so. Richard 
Trumka’s toothless AFL-CIO, for but 
a few vague promises to throw a future 
bone to his tail-wagging whimpering bu-
reaucrats, can be expected to do the same. 
In the absence of anything resembling an 
independent working class break from 
capitalist politics – a fighting labor party 
in alliance with all the exploited and op-
pressed – the trade union vote split 60-40 
between Biden and Trump.  

Biden’s racist, imperialist record 
disappeared

Disappeared from these sheepherd-
ing politicians’ and bureaucrats’ dis-
course was Biden’s key role in crafting 
the overtly racist crime bills, virtually 
authored by police “unions,” that sent 
millions – majority Black, Latinx and 
Native Americans – to the nation’s in-
creasingly privatized, for-profit pris-
on-industrial-complex, put to work for 

Fortune 500 corporations at slave wages. 
Biden was compelled to offer up a few 
words of apology for this “mistake” as 
he did for his support for the Iraq War, an 
imperialist mass slaughter that murdered 
1.5 million Iraqis, justified by lies of Iraq 
possessing “weapons of mass destruc-
tion.” Biden’s admitted “mistakes” were 
taken for good coin by so-called progres-
sives, because they had once again found 
a “greater evil” to oppose. 

Disappeared from the “progressives’” 
rhetoric were the Obama administration’s 
multi-trillion dollar corporate bailouts 
via quantitative easing (printing mon-
ey) and gifting it to the corporate elite 
at near-zero interest rates. Disappeared 
were the Obama-Biden bloated military 

budgets and their seven simultaneous 
imperialist wars for profit and plunder 
against poor and oppressed nations. 

Wedded to the marrow to solving cap-
italism’s ever-deepening crises at the 
expense of working people, the Obama-
Biden administration came to office with 
majorities in both houses of congress and 
proved incapable of advancing the inter-
ests of the vast majority. Obama-Biden 
became the world’s leading immigrant 
deporters, frackers, offshore drillers, se-
cret surveillance orchestrators, and war-
mongers. Elected by their ruling class 
superiors, they oversaw the de-industri-
alization of large portions of the country, 
wherein ever-declining U.S. profit rates 
were to be countered by hiring Chinese 
or Vietnamese or Mexican workers to 
operate U.S.-owned plants at a frac-
tion of the labor costs in the U.S. Those 
plants that remained in the U.S. or were 
constructed during the Obama-Biden 
reign were subjected to the ongoing re-
placement of workers with robots or with 
speed-ups and cuts in wages, benefits and 
pensions. In truth, Obama-Biden laid the 
basis for what Trump-Pence continued. 
Trump’s reactionary nationalist appeals 
were aimed at workers whose jobs were 
eliminated by Obama-Biden and their 
predecessors. Trump’s promises notwith-
standing, few if any jobs were brought 
back to the U.S. 

“Progressive Democrats”  
an oxymoron

Capitalist elections are orchestrated 
at every level – zero exceptions – by 

the U.S. ruling class, that is, the tiny 
multi-billionaire cum trillionaire class 
that owns and controls society’s key 
economic, financial and political institu-
tions. Workers are periodically allowed 
to cast their votes for one of the two twin 
partiers of this ruling class. The election 
game is rigged at every turning point 
from near-zero access of working class 
parties to the ballot or to the corporate 
media, not to mention to the multiple bil-
lions required for serious participation. 

The sheer notion that the capitalist 
Democratic Party has a “progressive” 
wing is utter nonsense. “Progressive 
Democrat” is an oxymoron. Bernie 
Sanders and the likes of The Squad are 
allowed to participate only because they 

lend credibility to the charade. They 
joined the Biden team because to do oth-
erwise would end their spurious claims 
that the diseased capitalist system can be 
reformed to meet the needs of the vast 
majority. They are band aids on a cap-
italist system that cannot do otherwise 
but deepen its degeneracy in extracting 
yet another pound of flesh for its profits 
regardless of the consequences in human 
lives. 

Ideology of the ruling class

In capitalist society, the dominant or 
all-pervasive ideology is the ideology of 
the ruling class, the class whose repre-
sentatives, fundamental structures, insti-
tutions and corporate media control the 
dissemination of ideas. It is only when 
mass forces in struggle emerge among 
capitalism’s victims – led by conscious 
fighters with a clear counter-vision to 
capitalism’s endless justification for its 
continued minority rule, that the Truman 
Show-Potemkin Village fantasy world is 
challenged at its core. That time is rap-
idly approaching as capitalism’s ever-in-
tensifying inherent crises compel count-
less millions to challenge its very right 
to exist.     

Within days of Biden’s victory, he and 
his associates have already sounded a 
major retreat from the pathetic and emp-
ty few promises they were able to mus-
ter. Today we hear Biden speaking of a 
renewed bi-partisanship, of an America 
where everyone’s needs are met, where 
compromises with the Republicans are 
the order of the day. 

Emerging class polarization 
The 2020 elections revealed a grow-

ing polarization in U.S. society, regis-
tered in the votes alone. Both capitalist 
candidates received the highest popular 
vote totals ever – Biden with some 79 
million votes, including some 87 per-
cent of the Black population, and Trump 
with 73 million votes, including a ma-
jority of white voters. That the majori-
ty of white voters again cast their vote 
for Trump and the Republicans was no 
surprise, although a number of these had 
previously been Obama voters or voted 
for Trump because they believed, false-
ly, that he would return lost top-wage 
jobs to de-industrialized regions, as op-
posed to their present employment at 
near-poverty wages brought on by the 
Democrats. The record keepers tout the 
fact that 65 percent of the eligible elec-
torate participated, up from the 55 per-
cent in 2016. The 35 percent who did not 
vote, however, were deemed by pollsters 
to be people who were disillusioned with 
the system itself and/or people who be-
lieved (correctly) that their vote made 
no difference. Another 10-12 million 
were banned from the rigged process 
entirely because they were immigrants 
without papers. Millions more were dis-
enfranchised by court rulings because 
they were ex-felons. Additional millions 
were victims of a broad range of voter 
suppression measures aimed at students 
and the communities of the oppressed 
more generally. No doubt, significant 
layers of the white population, includ-
ing workers and small business people, 
have been influenced by Trump’s racist 
and anti-immigrant scapegoating, believ-
ing that the most oppressed, rather than 
the exploiting ruling class elite, were 
responsible for their ever-declining stan-
dard of living and decreasing economic 
security. Many others, however, voted 
for the Republicans because they saw the 
Democrats as catering to the giant cor-
porations that sent their jobs overseas. 
A tiny few, relegated to small clusters of 
neo-fascist thugs and related hate group 
provocateurs, no doubt took sustenance 
from Trump’s racist vitriol and the cops’ 
disposition to ignore their violent attacks 
on peaceful protestors.

Broad left capitulation to 
lesser-evilism

Tragically, the 2020 elections wit-
nessed the near collapse of the “social-
ist” left, with one after another party 
or group, crossing the class line to join 
Biden’s “lesser evil” camp and especial-
ly after their touted “democratic social-
ist” standard bearer, Bernie Sanders, an-
other capitalist candidate with a carefully 
crafted Don Quixote image, was uncer-
emoniously eviscerated in the course of 
the Democratic Party primaries. Sanders, 
thrown under the billionaire-financed 
oncoming Biden bus which denounced 
“socialism” and all of Sanders’s modest 
proposed reforms of an un-reformable 
capitalist monstrosity, stayed the course, 
as he had promised, to the end, perhaps 
with a future seat at Biden’s cabinet ta-
ble, pending his agreement to maintain 
the fiction of the viability of  “bore from 
within” the monster and proceed as usual 
to champion the “lesser evil.” 

To those who spent the past year sup-
porting me as Socialist Action’s 2020 
candidate for the U.S. presidency and 
to those new fighters for our revolution-
ary cause who joined us along the road, 
I express my deepest gratitude. We have 
a world to win replete with a new genera-
tion of emerging dedicated fighters aimed 
at the abolition of the capitalist-imperial-
ist beast once and for all. Join us!  n

Ruling Class Election Charade Ends
(continued from page 1)

Then-Senator Joseph Biden and his close friend segregationist Sen. Strom Thurmond.
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By Barry Sheppard

The new accelerating upsurge in in-
fections of the corona virus in the U.S. 
has reached over 170,000 per day, well 
above the some 63,000 at the peak of 
last summer’s wave. On November 13, 
it surged to a one-day record 184,000. In 
one week, the number of total cases went 
from 10,000,000 to over 11,000,000.

Both Texas and California have passed 
over 1,000,000 cases since the pandemic 
began.

In this new upsurge, for the first time 
all areas of the U.S. are affected.

This new wave is growing fast and 
shows no indication of slowing down. It 
isn’t known how high it will go.

Hospitalizations lag behind infections 
as it takes time for symptoms to emerge 
and then become sufficiently severe to 
require hospitalization, but have reached 
70,000, ten thousand more than in the 
summer peak.

Deaths lag hospitalizations for obvi-
ous reasons, but are now at 1,400 per 
day. This less than the daily rate last 
March-April of 2,200, due to the work 
of medical workers and drug companies 
in learning how to care for hospitalized 
patients since. However, deaths per day 
is expected to reach new highs as hospi-
talizations soar.

One example is in El Paso, Texas. 
“There have been so many deaths in 
recent days” says an article in the New 
York Times, “that the county medical ex-
aminer parked five mobile morgue units 
– the size of trucks – outside its doors. 
Legacy Mortuary Service, a company 
that transports bodies from hospitals to 
funeral homes, is busier than ever, car-
rying 40 to 50 bodies most days now, its 
owner, Pilar Contreras said.”   

Experts foresee a “horrifying” toll in 
coming months, according the article. 
Hospitals are reaching capacity in some 
regions. Even the best medicines and 
techniques lose their usefulness if too 
many people get sick at the same time, 
taxing staffing and supplies. “When 
you’ve overwhelmed the health care 
system, nobody is going to get optimal 
care,” said Dr. Jessica Justman, an epide-
miologist at Columbia University. “We 
can expect the case and death count to 
continue to rise exponentially unless we 
take serious measures to mitigate the vi-
rus,” said Dr. Howard Merkel, a historian 
of epidemics at the University of Mich-
igan.

A new survey by National Nurses Unit-
ed found that hospitals are still failing to 
provide adequate Personal Protective 
Equipment and workplace protections. 
Nurses say hospitals are unprepared as 
the surge gets worse during the flu sea-
son. Nurses also report mental health 
struggles from the stress of dealing with 
so many patients, and the danger of be-
coming infected themselves, according 
to Democracy Now.

One cause of this new upsurge was 
the relaxation of restrictions on social 
distancing, using masks when in public 
places, and large public gatherings. This 
was exacerbated by Trump’s refusal to 
advocate these policies, resulting in Re-
publican-led state and local governments 
ignoring them. Most of his tens of mil-
lions followers did the same.

There are reports of some patients – 
Trump believers -- dying of the virus 
in hospitals refusing to believe that the 
virus was killing them, angrily saying to 
doctors and nurses that there is no such 
virus.

Now, many states, but not all, are re-im-
plimenting these policies and imposing 
again restrictions on businesses where 
people congregate. There may have to 
be new lockdowns. But unless enough 
of the state and local governments and 
the population actually do comply, the 
new upsurge will not begin to be brought 
down.

In the best of cases, that will take 
months.  

 New vaccines based on a new tech-
nology using the virus’s genetic RNA, 
report encouraging initial findings from 
mass testing, of over 90 percent effec-
tiveness. They still have to be tested for 
safety before they can be certified. When 
they are, a small amount will first be used 
on medical personnel and vulnerable 
populations on an emergency basis, the 
Trump administration says.

But this projection faces many hurdles, 
and inoculating the whole population 
even more.

Assuming the vaccine can be deployed 
for emergency use by year’s end, an-
other article in The New York Times 
said, “While the Trump administration 
has showered billions of dollars on the 
companies developing the vaccines, it 
has left the logistics of inoculating and 
tracking as many as 20 million people by 
year’s end – and many tens of millions 
more next year – largely to local govern-

ments without providing enough money, 
officials in several localities and public 
health experts involved in the prepara-
tions said in interviews.

“Public health departments already 
strained by a pandemic that has overrun 
hospitals and drained budgets, are racing 
to track and share information about who 
has been vaccinated; to recruit and train 
thousands of doctors, nurses and phar-
macists to give people the shot and col-
lect data about everyone who gets it; to 
find safe locations for mass vaccination 
events; and to convince the public the 
importance of getting immunized.

“The federal Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) have sent 
$200 million to the states for the effort, 
with another $140 million promised in 
December, but state and local officials 
said that was billions of dollars short of 
what what would be needed to carry out 
their complex plans.” Estimates are that 
6 to 8 billion are needed.

It’s good to recall that one billion is a 
thousand times greater than one million.

There are myriad other costs too – in-
cluding for paying for secure convoys 
to transport the vaccine once it gets to 
states. “We can’t just throw it into Bob’s 
pickup truck and drive it down the road” 
said one state’s director for its CDC.

There are many companies involved, 
including makers of syringes and other 

medical equipment all of which have to 
be coordinated.

Moreover, the first vaccine developed 
by Pfizer, which the administration has 
already paid billions to manufacture, re-
quires two shots weeks apart, requiring 
additional record keeping and follow-up.

Moreover, this vaccine needs to be kept 
at -103 degrees Fahrenheit (-75 Celsius), 
a logistical difficulty in itself. Another 
new vaccine developed by Moderna, can 
be kept at -4 F (-20 C) so wouldn’t face 
that hurdle, but which vaccine will be de-
ployed hasn’t been announced.

The billions necessary to carry out the 
first emergency use will not likely be al-
located by December, given Republican 
opposition.

It will take many months, at least to the 
end of 2021, for a vast program of vac-
cinations of the entire U.S. population, 
the largest by far in U.S. history, to be 
implemented.

It also is not known how long a vac-
cination will remain effective. Will it 
be like the flu – six months, requiring 
another mass vaccination then? The flu 
season only lasts until from fall to the 
next spring. We know the coronavirus is 
infectious year-round.

So a vaccine will not be a silver bul-
let obviating the need for implementing 
what we know works: masks, social dis-
tancing, no large gatherings, etc.  n
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SOCIALIST ACTION
No Matter the Liberal Metric Chosen, 
the Bush-Cheney [and Obama –SA] 

Administration Was Far Worse Than Trump

By Glenn Greenwald

Glenn Greenwald, co-founder of The 
Intercept, established himself some  
seven years ago as among the coura-
geous few independent journalists when 
he aided Edward Snowden in making 
available to the Guardian, The New 
York Times and the Washington Post 
voluminous documents revealing that 
U.S. clandestine agencies illegally spy 
– police state-style – not only on foreign 
governments and their top officials, but 
on every U.S. citizen, if not the entire 
world. In the U.S., these agencies mined 
all major internet providers and major 
communication systems to collect phone 
calls, emails, videoconferences, photos 
and virtually all other private exchanges 
of all Americans, to the tune of at least 
three billion communications per day.

Greenwald’s recent article on the 2020 
election, which we re-publish in its en-
tirety below, is similarly invaluable. It is 
a stunning refutation of the pre-election 
“liberal” media disinformation effort, 
aimed at hyping Joseph Biden’s presi-
dential campaign by contrasting it with 
constant references to President Trump 
as a modern-day fascist. 

Greenwald, who recently resigned from 
The Intercept, eviscerated its editors for 
refusing to publish his article exposing 
Biden’s role in securing employment at 
ludicrously high pay for his son Hunter 
at a Ukrainian fossil fuel corporation, 
where his presence was all but a fiction. 

Greenwald’s article below also pillories 
“rotted and discredited institutions like 
the CIA, NSA and FBI [which] re-brand-
ed themselves as patriotic guardians of 
liberal democracy and stalwart protec-
tors of a besieged population.” Lead-

ers of these security state agencies,  
operating under Republican and 
Democratic administrations, Greenwald 
writes, “went from toppling govern-
ments, engineering clandestine coups, 
disseminating disinformation cam-
paigns, illegally spying on citizens, and 
entrapping young Muslims in manufac-
tured terror plots to being lavished with 
book deals and cable news contracts and 
celebrated in liberal parlors as saviors 
rather than destroyers of democratic in-
stitutions and Enlightenment values.”

Greenwald’s well-researched article, 
as its title indicates, breaks with the 
corporate media’s whitewashing of the 
racist, reactionary, anti-democratic and 
imperialist records of the Bush-Chaney 
and Obama-Biden regimes. He insists 
on judging them by the same “metric” 
as Donald Trump’s administration. We 
took the liberty of adding Obama’s name 
to Greenwald’s title, fully confident that 
his article scores the Obama adminis-
tration with equal vehemence to those 
coming before and after it. In rejecting 
the “liberal” corporate media’s frequent 
characterization of Trump as a “fas-
cist,” and its attendant claim that the 
Democrats represent enlightened values, 
Greenwald’s intent, as we see it, is to 
thwart Trump’s predecessors not being 
condemned with equal measure. 

In properly doing so, however, Green-
wald’s characterization of Trump’s coup 
threats as “fantasy” misses an important 
point. That is, whether Trump’s overt 
threats to ignore the election results, 
proclaim himself the victor, and call on 
the military to crush protests, come to 
fruition or not, defenders of fundamental 
democratic rights are obligated to take 
to the streets to ensure that any Trump 

moves to thwart the right of over 150 
million people to have their votes count-
ed are met with unprecedented millions 
working to close the nation down, while 
screaming to the high heavens and the 
powers that be: “No!” We have no doubt 
that, given such an event, Greenwald 
would agree. –Editor

That the liberal belief in and fear of a 
Trump-led fascist dictatorship and vio-
lent coup is actually a fantasy — a long-
ing, a desire, a craving — has long been 
obvious. 

The Democrats’ own actions proved 
that they never believed their own melo-
dramatic and self-glorifying rhetoric 
about Trump as The New Hitler — from 
their leaders joining with the GOP to in-
crease The Fascist Dictator’s domestic 
spying powers and military spending 
to their (correct) belief that the way to 
oust The Neo-Nazi Tyrant was through a 
peaceful and lawfully conducted demo-
cratic election in which vote totals and, if 
necessary, duly constituted courts would 
determine the next president.

The motives for concocting this Wag-
nerian fantasy about coups, dictatorship, 
concentration camps and civil war are 
numerous. Politics is boring, and your 
life unspectacular, if it’s dedicated to a 
goal as banal and uninspiring as empow-
ering a septuagenarian career-politician 
— the centrist-authoritarian author of 
the 1994 Crime Bill, the credit card in-
dustry’s most loyal servant, and key Iraq 
War advocate — along with his tough-
on-crime prosecutor-running-mate who 
always seems as if she just left a meeting 
of the Aetna Board of Directors where 
massive hikes in deductibles were ap-
proved. 

Glory is available only if one can con-
vincingly herald oneself as a front-line 
warrior risking it all to courageously 
battle unprecedented evil and a Nazi-like 
menace. But working to do nothing more 
than elect Joe Biden, Kamala Harris and 
the rest of the painfully ordinary and 
mediocre corporatist and imperialist 
Democratic Party politicians through a 
standard American election? There’s no 
glory residing in that, no courage needed 
for it, to put it mildly. 

Posturing as a courageous soldier in an 
existential battle for freedom, democra-
cy and the survival of the marginalized 
against Nazi despotism is far more excit-
ing and psychologically satisfying (and 
financially profitable) than being an obe-
dient liberal drone marching in perfect 
tune to the dreary, McKinsey-scripted 
musical theater produced by Tom Perez 
and the DNC. That is therefore the delu-
sional storyline adopted by many.

Then there’s the multi-pronged profit 
that the Trump-as-Hitler motif has gen-
erated for virtually every institution of 
American authority. Numerous media 
outlets that in 2015 were sputtering if 
not collapsing, and numerous televi-
sion personalities about to be fired be-
cause nobody was watching them, were 
first rescued and then propelled into the 
stratosphere by The Trump Show. “It 
may not be good for America, but it’s 
damn good for CBS,” said the network’s 
then-CEO Les Moonves in 2016 about 
Trump TV. Of course media outlets don’t 
want to declare the 2020 election over: 
they will milk the abundant Trumpian 
cash cow until the very last drop has 
been monetized.

(continued on page 6)

A child walks past a mural in Sanaa, Yemen on December 13, 2013 that reads “Why did you kill my family?” under a US drone. Photo: Mohammed Huwais


