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BY JEFF  MACKLER 

Capitalist “civilization” returned to the 
nation’s capitol on Jan. 20—Joseph 
Biden’s Inauguration Day.  

Occupied by 25,000 troops forming an 
iron ring around the few thousand estab-
lishment dignitaries gathered to pay hom-
age to the new president—a career 
Democratic Party politician with deep 
roots in America’s racist, warmongering 
past and present—the crowning event 
aimed to reassure the world that the 
Trump-era unpredictability/insanity had 
come to an end.  

Aside from the armed troops, more than 
the combined U.S. forces in Afghanistan, 
Iraq and Syria that daily rain death and 
destruction on those beleaguered nations, 
the streets of Washington were largely 
empty.  

Public transportation was shut down 
tight; the area was enclosed in steel 
fences and barriers designed to withstand 
a virtual army of potential Trump insur-
gents.  

But no one came, either to Washington 
or to the other 50 state capitols where 
handfuls of blustering rightwing bigots 
had promised armed mobilizations to 
challenge the “stolen election.”     

America is Back? 
The day was conceived by the ruling 

class as a declaration that U.S. capitalism 
would not be bullied or besieged by the 
likes of the Jan. 6 Trump-inspired mob of 
several hundred white supremacists, fas-
cist wannabes, small groups of self-de-
scribed paramilitary neo-Nazis, including 
the Oath Keepers and Three Percenters, 
some off-duty police, off-duty or retired 
military personnel, a sprinkling of fanatic 
Republican elected officials, and dozens 
of  Proud Boy storm troopers.  

More than a few politicians and media 
pundits noted how the violent invaders, 

partially armed and explicitly organized 
to nullify the Nov. 3 elections results, 
were allowed to peacefully exit the Cap-
itol—with no names taken or ID’s re-
quested.  

A few heads rolled instantly in the top 
echelons of the federally-funded D.C. 
Capitol Police and House and Senate of-
ficials, who made near zero security prep-
arations.  

Embarrassed officials, vulnerable to 
charges of  handling this “insurrection” 
with kid gloves, subsequently organized 
a Justice Department and FBI-led na-
tional “manhunt” to round up some 250 
Trumpers to face a variety of initially 
lesser charges —“unlawful entry and ob-
structing official proceedings.” These 
have now been expanded to include more 
serious felony charges of conspiracy to 

violently storm the Capitol building to 
disrupt the proceedings of Congress.  

Trump’s mania 

The blatant absence of Capitol Police on 
Jan. 6, who were forewarned days earlier 
about the  mob’s Capitol takeover plans, 
could only be attributed to orders from 
their superiors, Trump likely included. A 
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National Guardsman outside the fence-enclosed Capitol Building night before Inauguration Day. Welcome to the “Green Zone.”

BY JAMES FORTIN 

Both the Democratic Party and much of 
the major media have doted on the pro-
gressive steps the Biden administration 
will take regarding the climate crisis. 
While legislation addressing the climate 
catastrophe on our doorstep has not yet 
been forthcoming, Biden’s flurry of ex-
ecutive orders portray him as seriously 
addressing the issue. 

Indeed, Biden’s initial executive orders 
are intended to impress many citizens, 
especially his supporters in the environ-
mentalist movements. Climate activists 
already claim that he is earnest about end-
ing global warming particularly when 
compared to former president Trump’s 
overt anti-science, pro-Big Oil agenda.   

By a stroke of the pen Biden has re-
joined the Paris Climate Accords, man-
dated all branches of government to 
consider climate ramifications in their ac-
tions, and cancelled the Keystone XL 
pipeline intended to carry oil across 
Native American lands to refineries in the 
south.  

Biden no doubt has projected the look 
of the “good guy” trying to do the right 
thing about climate.  Yet he has been 

mostly silent on what his climate plans 
may eventually entail.   

Close advisors to Biden indicate that he 
will seek a “middle ground” on solutions 
—and in fact support as one “solution” 
the lesser-evil fossil fuel natural gas in-
dustry.    

Where the scientific facts of  climate 
change have encountered a corporate wall 
of concealment, denial, and inaction 
spanning 60 years will Biden take on the 
scientifically-backward, and even crim-
inal,  forces that have stymied action on 
climate solutions for decades?  

While the scientists at ExxonMobil 
knew as early as 1977 of the emerging 
dangers that greenhouse gases posed to 
the Earth’s ozone layer, they did nothing.  
In fact, the world’s largest oil and gas 
producer hid this information from the 
public while internal corporate manage-
ment repeatedly exchanged memos on 
the issue.  

History of lies and concealment 
It took an entire decade, but only after 

alarming testimony about global warm-
ing had been presented to Congress, that 
Exxon finally acted.  It initiated an ons-
laught of misinformation.  Using consult-
ants to confuse the public and paid 
climate deniers to offer “expert” testimo-
nials, the company became what Scien-
tific American magazine called “a leader 
in campaigns of confusion.” 

Exxon was quickly joined in sowing 
doubt by other fossil fuel players as well 
as a host of individuals on the payroll of 
Big Oil.  Brenden DeMelle of DeSmog 
has identified what amounts to a profes-
sional, climate-denier school of mis-
thought describing them as having “made 
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Millions marching in the streets against 

racist U.S. police departments, particu-
larly after the May 25, 2020 death of 
George Floyd, has resulted in a panicked 
attempt by ruling class forces to mini-
mize the threat to capitalism by offering 
so-called police “reforms.”   

In New York City, the site of many large 
anti-racist demonstrations, reports critical 
of NYPD racism have appeared along-
side an unprecedented lawsuit filed on 
Jan. 14th by the NY State Attorney Gen-
eral, Letitia James, an African American 
woman.      

“This is a sea change because it says: 
Here are the offenses, here are the penal-
ties,” said New York City Mayor Bill de 
Blasio on Jan. 19, as he unveiled his new 
“matrix” of penalties for NYPD infrac-
tions, including improper force. 

He used the example of the chokehold, 
a “prohibited” NYPD procedure that led 
to the 2014 death of Eric Garner, an un-
armed African American man and father, 
murdered by racist cops on Staten Island. 
The chokehold, De Blasio says, will now 
result in termination under his new 
rules—but with the oversight of the 
NYPD Commissioner, currently Dermot 
Shea, no opponent of police brutality.   

During the administration of Bill de 
Blasio, who, quite falsely, describes him-
self as a “socialist,” stood by for five 
years as Eric Garner’s killer, former of-
ficer Daniel Panatelo, was finally fired by 
the NYPD in 2019 without doing a day 
of jail time, despite a video seen around 
the world showing him choking Garner. 

Since then, news outlets “ProPublica” 
and “The City,” recently reported, “In 40 
cases since Garner’s death where the city 
Civilian Complaint Review Board sub-
stantiated chokehold allegations, the of-
ficers found responsible were not fired. 
Most lost vacation days or faced no pun-
ishment at all” (“The City” 2/1/21).  

Despite the press hoopla over the 
Mayor’s “matrix,” the previous evening 
some 28 anti-racist protesters were ar-
rested by the NYPD during a peaceful 
march over the Brooklyn Bridge on Mar-
tin Luther King’s birthday. Said one eye-
witness, Ms. Plaza, 20, “They weren’t 
approaching the police in a violent 
manner. Police randomly surged.”  
NYPD Commissioner Shea, sounding 
like a 1960’s sheriff in the deep-south, 
said the confrontation was caused, “by 
people that want to destroy our way of 
life and our city and we’re not going to 
let it happen.” 

NYPD racism and brutality exposed 

On Sept. 30, the well-known organiza-
tion, Human Rights Watch (HRW), is-
sued a 99-page report on the police 
handling of the NYC George Floyd pro-
tests, particularly the June 4th protest in 
Mott Haven, a mostly Black and His-
panic section of the Bronx.  

The report, which labeled NYPD tactics 
toward the Floyd protests amongst the 
nation’s most aggressive, was titled, 
“New York Police Planned Assault on 
Bronx Protesters, Trapping, Beatings in 
June Crackdown Reveal Abusive, Unac-
countable System.” Mott Haven is the 
site of more complaints of police vio-
lence than any other precinct in NYC. 

Said the HRW report, “The police re-
sponse to the peaceful Mott Haven pro-
test was intentional, planned, and 
unjustified. As one protester said: “What 
I saw that night in the Bronx was a sys-
tematic response. It was strategic. It was 
planned.” 

Said another protester cited by HRW, 
“The militarized policing of people of 
color,” with the police targeting “one of 
the poorest, most low-income com-
munities not only in the city, but in the 
country” during a march in which “most 
of the participants…were people of 
color.” 

The HRW described the ensuing melee 
by cops, “About 10 minutes before an 8 
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p.m. curfew—imposed after looting else-
where in the city—scores of police of-
ficers surrounded and trapped the 
protesters—a tactic known as “kettling” 
—as they marched peacefully through 
Mott Haven. Just after 8 p.m., the police, 
unprovoked and without warning, moved 
in on the protesters, wielding batons, 
beating people from car tops, shoving 
them to the ground, and firing pepper 
spray into their faces before rounding up 
more than 250 people for arrest.” 

“The New York City police blocked 
people from leaving before the curfew 
and then used the curfew as an excuse to 
beat, abuse, and arrest people who were 
protesting peacefully,” said Ida Sawyer, 
acting crisis and conflict director at 
Human Rights Watch and co-author of 
the report. 

On October 26, 2020, the American 
Civil liberties Union (ACLU) filed suit 
in U.S. District Court Southern District 
of New York, charging Mayor de Blasio; 
NYPD Commissioner Dermot Shea and 
other cops, with violating the first and 
fourth amendments of the U.S. Constitu-
tion and their state counterparts. 

Said the ACLU suit, “Over and again, 
at protests throughout the City in May 
and June, NYPD officers descended on 
protesters with unjustifiable fist and 
baton strikes, chemical pepper spray at-
tacks, and other acts of physical violence. 
At numerous protests, officers encircled 
groups of protesters to prevent them from 
escaping such violence using a tactic re-
peatedly endorsed by NYPD leadership 
called ‘kettling. Protesters who were ar-
rested were placed in excessively tight 
plastic handcuffs commonly referred to 
as ‘flex-cuffs’ or ‘zip ties,’ which caused 
pain, bruising and, in some cases, led to 
long-term injury…. At the end of the ons-
laughts, protesters were left with bloody 

head wounds, concussions, broken bones, 
and emotional trauma.” 

The ACLU further argued, “The Mayor, 
the Commissioner, and Chief Monahan 
deliberately did not take steps to prevent 
police from using those tactics again and 
again. Instead, they repeatedly praised the 
actions of the NYPD, promoting, author-
izing, sanctioning and encouraging 
further violence, including several of the 
specific tactics of violence and excessive 
force experienced by Plaintiffs and other 
protesters.”   

Revealing deep divisions within New 
York’s ruling class, even the City’s De-
partment of Information issued its own re-
port Dec. 18 critical of the NYPD saying 
that it eroded public trust and called on 
the police to overhaul its strategies on 
protests. 

More recently and quite unprecedented, 
New York State Attorney General Letitia 
James on Jan. 14 sued the city of New 
York, the mayor and police department 
tops over long-standing civil rights 
abuses, including during the George 
Floyd protests. The AG suit seeks a dubi-
ous court-appointed ‘independent mon-
itor’ to oversee the NYPD, removing 
mayoral control. 

“As the demonstrations continued, the 
very thing being protested—aggressive 
actions of law enforcement—was on pub-
lic display,” James said at a news confer-
ence on the launching of the suit. 

Justice is impossible under capitalism  

The actual impact of de Blasio’s “ma-
trix” on the NYPD and the legal chal-
lenges to its racism will be seen, but their 
impact will not depend primarily on so-
called rules or capitalist laws or on 
crooked judges but on the power of the 
anti-racist mass mobilizations in the city 
and throughout the U.S. Indeed, the urge 
to “reform” the racist police departments 

Lawsuits, reports put racist  
NYPD, Mayor on defensive

was the courage and outrage displayed by 
millions of all ethnic backgrounds pour-
ing into the streets to smash a system of 
racist terror!  

Capitalism’s limited attempts at re-
form—always pitched in a bureaucratic, 
anti-democratic and controllable 
manner—is part of its attempt to save its 
own rotten, racist hide. Any progressive 
gains won by working people are always 
eroded and reversed when overseen by 
the system’s bureaucratic managers.   

Inevitably, capitalism must thrive on 
racism, sexism, anti-immigrant chauvin-
ism, anti-Semitism and violent repres-
sion. We say fundamentally changing the 
character of the capitalist police is impos-
sible. Socialists say, “Stay in the streets! 

Revolution is the solution!”                     n

BY MARTY GOODMAN
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BY JEFF MACKLER 

The world noticed when two billion-
aires, Mark Zuckerberg and Jack Dorsey, 
pushed a button and de-platformed then 
president Donald Trump from their social 
media empires.  

“After close review of recent Tweets 
from the @realDonaldTrump account and 
the content around them,” Twitter wrote, 
“we have permanently suspended the ac-
count due to the risk of further incitement 
of violence.”  

That was before Trump was impeached 
by the House of Representatives for “in-
citement to insurrection.” Whether he will 
be convicted with the required two-thirds 
vote of the U.S. Senate remains to be 
seen.  

As we go to press a divided and embar-
rassed Republican Party appears more 
concerned with debating whether the Sen-
ate has the “Constitutional” right to con-
vict an ex-President on any charge than 
with adjudicating whether Trump incited 
a mob to violently negate a presidential 
election.  

Such are the exigencies of capitalist 
parties and politics, today plagued with 
internal divisions regarding whether to 
pander to the most racist, reactionary ele-
ments it encouraged under Trump’s lead-
ership or to split the party and look 
elsewhere for support in the electoral 
arena. 

On these matters, we have no advice to 
offer the twin parties of war, racism and 
reaction. Our orientation is to the working 
class masses, the only force capable of ef-
fectively challenging the rule of the bil-
lionaire elite. 

Corporate “free speech” monopoly  

With Trump’s ban, eighty million 
Twitter followers and another 35 million 
from Facebook had to look elsewhere to 
follow his daily rants. But there is no 
comparable “elsewhere” in this largely 
monopolized private-for-profit – not free 
speech – industry, whose unprecedented 
reach covers the globe.  

With Twitter’s generous algorithm assis-
tance Trump’s magnified tweets boosted 
Twitter’s corporate profits big time. No 
doubt, Twitter or Facebook accounts that 
challenge capitalist politics are accorded 
the reverse end of the algorithm spectrum, 
if not banned outright. The latter is the 
growing experience of activists concerned 
with social justice, antiwar, anti-racist and 
Palestinian freedom issues. Many of their 
websites and/or posts are removed out-
right. 

Kevin Roose’s Jan. 11, 2021 New York 
Times Interpreter column is explicit in 
telling us that in the capitalist world of 
privately-owned social media the rich 
have every right to ban any ideas that 
counter their interests. Says Roose, “No 
serious thinker believes that Twitter and 
Facebook, as private companies, are ob-
ligated to give any user a platform, just as 
no one doubts that a restaurant owner can 

boot an unruly diner for causing a scene.”  
True enough! Under capitalist rule, the 

billionaire elite’s privately-owned social 
media and/or their government can “le-
gally” boot us out at their discretion, de-
creeing our “unruly” views as threats to 
their “national security” – the same pret-
ext they employ to justify their Patriot 
Act surveillance state wherein the entire 
population is subjected to their ever pry-
ing-spying devices.   

The same exclusion of dissenting views 
applies to the entire spectrum of corpo-
rate media, from television to radio and 
print.  

Need we add that the capitalist monop-
oly on “democratic” elections resides in 
two “competing” multi-billionaire parties 
with their corporate media dominating 
the discourse?  

Socialist vision of free speech 

In the society that we seek to establish, 
an egalitarian socialist society aimed at 
the emancipation of humanity from cap-
italist exploitation and oppression in all 
its manifestations, the working class 
through its own democratically-chosen 
representatives will preside over a nation-
alized social media  complex aimed at so-
cial enlightenment and the free 
expression of ideas.  

The democracy that we fight for con-
sists in the rule of the vast majority – so-
cialism – not the rule of the one percent! 
In the meantime, we fight against all 
manifestations of corporate and govern-
ment censorship knowing full well that 
success is directly proportional to our 
power in the streets as opposed to nec-
essary but subordinate engagement in 
“legal” battles for free speech for every-
one.  

Trump’s unimpeded soapbox allowed 
him to saturate the internet with endless 
waves of racist, sexist, anti-LGBTQI 
hate-mongering, war threatening menda-
cious fabrications on the subject of his 
choice, while pillorying his enemies and 
basking in the adoration of his ever mis-

informed followers. He had a direct line 
to every newsroom in the country. “With-
out the tweets,” Trump told the Financial 
Times in 2017, “I wouldn’t be here.” 

Before the Jan. 6 Trump-encouraged 
mob attack on the Capitol no Twitter or 
Facebook executive seriously challenged 
his “right” to lie, cheat and steal, to 
threaten nations with “obliteration,” to 
openly advocate and initiate military 
coups, threaten nuclear war, orchestrate 
regime change wars, officially order as-
sassinations (Qassem Soleimani in Iraq), 
impose deadly economic sanctions on 39 
nations, order the bombing of Iranian nu-
clear research facilities and assassinate 
Iranian scientists.  

It was only when Trump moved to chal-
lenge the sanctity of capitalist elections 
that the top echelons of the ruling elite 
pulled the plug.    

Manufacturing Consent 

Today, free speech applies with full 
force only to the private corporate media. 
They are the Manufacturing Consent pur-
veyors of the Orwellian, Truman 
Show/Potemkin Village world of lies, 
distortions and half truths.  

Media magnate multi-billionaire Rupert 
Murdoch (family wealth at $16.9 billion) 
presides over the News Corp empire that 
includes The New York Post, The 
Times of London, The Wall Street Jour-
nal and Fox News. Murdoch’s “free 
speech” monopoly allowed him to simul-
taneously call for Trump’s impeachment 
via one outlet and to denounce the 2020 
election results on the other!  

In sharp contrast social movement ac-
tivists are allowed to utter a modicum of 
ideas to the precious few until the thought 
control czars consider that we present a 
threat to the status quo. Then the full 
force of state repression is set into mo-
tion, limited only by our power to resist 
with mass forces in the streets. 

A glimpse of the operational guidelines 
of today’s print media was provided by a 
Jan. 2021 Fairness and Accuracy in Re-

porting (FAIR) survey of the major 
media’s reportage on recent events in 
Venezuela. 

Over a three-month period analyzing 
some 78 articles (1/15/19–4/15/19) FAIR 
found that “Not a single commentator in 
the Washington Post, New York Times or 
on the big three Sunday morning talk 
shows or PBS NewsHour… challenged 
the Trump administration’s coup and 
sanction actions aimed at forcing Vene-
zuelan President Nicolás Maduro to step 
down.” 

“Race-baiting, xenophobic bigot” 

That Trump, the unexpected 2016 pres-
idential winner, is and has been a lying, 
whacked out, egomaniacal narcissist is 
common knowledge among most every-
one in the Washington, D.C. political 
community. A sampling of assessments 
from leading Republicans prior to 
Trump’s emerging as their 2016 candi-
date are instructive. 

Florida Senator Ted Cruz stated that: 
Trump is “utterly amoral,” a “serial phi-
landerer” and “a narcissist at a level that 
I don’t think this country has ever seen.” 
Cruz again: “This man is a pathological 
liar. He doesn’t know the difference be-
tween truth and lies. He lies practically 
every word that comes out of his mouth.” 

South Carolina Senator Lindsey Gra-
ham declared: “He’s a race-baiting, xen-
ophobic, religious bigot. He doesn’t 
represent my party. He doesn’t represent 
the values that the men and women who 
wear the uniform are fighting for. … He’s 
the ISIL [ISIS] man of the year.” 

And from Florida Senator Marco 
Rubio: “We’re on the verge of having 
someone take over the conservative 
movement who is a con artist.” Trump is 
the most “vulgar person to ever aspire to 
the presidency.” 

Mike Pompeo, Trump’s Secretary of 
State, predicted in March 2016 that 
Trump would become “an authoritarian 
president who ignored our Constitution.”  

But Trump won and immediately be-
came a tolerable embarrassment to the 
ruling rich, which tried without much 
success to “civilize” their unexpected 
monster. But generally, Trump satisfied 
their overall needs.  

Their system remained intact, albeit tar-
nished. Today, and immediately follow-
inTrump’s 2016 election, most of these 
same Republican buffoons ape Trump’s 
every lying, hate-filled word and deed, 
each vying for the post-election loyalty 
of his “base,” eyeing an easy future ride 
to fame and fortune.  

Capitalism’s “free speech” media mo-
nopoly and its $14.3 billion in 2020 elec-
tion campaign expenditures aim at 
shifting the blame for its inherent failings 
onto society’s most oppressed and ex-
ploited, the Black, Brown and Native 
American communities, women, immi-
grants and LGBTQI people.  

It’s mind-bending propaganda machine 
demonized Black Lives Matter activists 
as violent property-destroyers along with 
“socialism,” capitalism’s increasingly 
less effective red-baiting resort to dis-
credit all who challenge its minority rule. 

The corporate media notwithstanding, 
working people have their own vehicles 
to defend and advance their interests, be-
ginning with their basic solidarity and ca-
pacity to unite in building powerful, 
democratic organizations that champion 
their interests in the streets, at the point 
of production, in their own communities 
and in schools and universities every-
where.  

In this framework, independent of and 
against the corporate parties and their 
kept media, they are rapidly discovering, 
as evidenced last summer by the 20 mil-
lion Black Lives Matter protestors and 
their supporters in 2000 cities across the 
nation, countless ways to communicate 
with their sisters and brothers to chal-
lenge the heavens and bring into being a 
new society cleansed of the horrors inher-
ent in a capitalist system in deep decay. 

Trump’s ‘free speech’ for billionaires 
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BY DON HARMON 

(The following is an edited version of a  
report to the 19th Socialist Action Na-
tional Convention, January 29-30, 2021.) 

The U.S. is a slowly dying empire. In di-
rect response to its declining economic 
power its military clout is increasing 
worldwide.  

Socialist Action’s politics are clear and 
to the point with regard to this imperialist 
behemoth.  

We aim to fully participate in and help 
to organize broad united front-type inde-
pendent mass mobilizations to demand 
that the U.S. get out of the Middle East, 
out of Africa and Asia, out of Latin Amer-
ica and out of NATO.  

We demand that all 1,100 U.S. military 
bases in 150 countries be closed immedi-
ately, that all military and private contrac-
torsmercenaries, “Special Operation” 
teams, death squads—be disbanded IM-
MIDIATELY.  

We demand the immediate end to all 
U.S. sanctions against 39 nations, the ab-
olition of the annual $trillion U.S. mili-
tary budget, an end to all U.S. coup plots, 
and provocations, and an end to U.S. sup-
port to dictatorships around the world.  

We demand an end to all U.S. aid to the 
racist, colonial-settler Zionist state of Is-
rael. We support the Palestinian struggle 
for a democratic secular Palestine with 
the right of return of all dispossessed Pal-
estinian to their homeland.  

We are for the dismantling of the Orwel-
lian U.S. surveillance state with its 19 in-
telligence agencies and over 850,000 
top-secret clearance agents and its asso-
ciated 1200 private companies working at 
10,000 different locations to monitor the 
thoughts and politics of the American 
people. 

These are the fundamental propositions 
that form the basis of our politics as we 
participate in the U.S, antiwar and social 
justice movements today.       

War threats and sanctions again Iran 
U.S. oil corporations today seek to keep 

Iran’s vast and competitive high quality 
oil off world markets, if not once again to 
subject Iran to U.S. imperial domination 
and control. It did so in 1953 with the 
CIA that overthrew the elected Mo-
hammed Mossadegh government that had 
nationalized some of Iran’s oil facilities. 
Mossadegh was replaced with the Shah 
Reza Pahlavi dictatorship, which for 25 
years transferred much of Iran’s oil 
wealth to U.S. corporations.  

With the 1979 Iranian Revolution, U.S. 
corporate interests were again national-
ized, with the U.S. responding by orches-
trating and financing the eight year 
Iran-Iraq War that took the lives of one 
million Iranians and 800,000 Iraqis.  

In 2016, under the pressure of crippling 
sanctions, Iran was forced to sign a nu-

clear agreement with the world’s powers, 
although it maintained, with confirmation 
from several international bodies, that its 
plutonium build-up was for nuclear 
energy, not for building nuclear weapons. 
In May 2018, Trump withdrew from this 
nuclear deal in order to deepen U.S. sanc-
tions and once again keep Iran’s compet-
itive oil off world markets.   

On July 2, 2020 Israel and US, working 
in concert, bombed Iran’s nuclear re-
search facilities. In Dec. 2020 and again 
in Jan. 2021, the U.S. flew B-52 bombers 
near Iranian air space threatening war. 
The U.S. aircraft carrier Nimitz was sent 
to the region to harass Iranian ships. 

U.S. imperialist war against Syria 
Beginning in 2011 the U.S.-NATO and 

Gulf State monarchy “coalition” orches-
trated a regime change war against Syria 
that killed 500,000 Syrians and destroyed 
much of Syria’s infrastructure. The 
U.S./NATO-backed jihadist forces have 
been largely defeated, but the 800 re-
maining U.S. troops still control much of 
the nation’s oil and fertile land in north-
eastern Syria. 

With its regime change “success” in Iraq 
U.S. imperialism sought to do the same 
in Syria against the government of Bashar 
al-Assad. In concert with Turkey and 
Saudi Arabia, Islamist, jihadist forces 
were recruited, paid, trained and armed, 
including forces from Al Qaida and the 
Nusra Front, which at one point in 2016 
occupied two-thirds of Syria and were 
poised to occupy the capitol city of Da-
mascus. Exercising it’s right to self-deter-
mination, Syria requested aid from 
Russian, Iran and the Lebanon-based 
Hezbollah to resist and defeat this blatant 
imperialist takeover.  

While we lend no political support to the 
Assad government, a capitalist govern-
ment without doubt, we do support its 
right to seek aid to defend itself against 
imperialist attack and invasion. In our 
view, the responsibility to challenge 
Assad’s capitalist government, to fight for 
democratic and workers rights and the es-
tablishment of socialism, lies exclusively 
with the Syria people, never with imperi-
alist invaders.  

The best working class fighters inside 
Syria are those who oppose U.S. imperi-
alism, who fight to drive the U.S. out of 
Syria. With the defeat of U.S. interven-
tion efforts the Syrian people will have 
qualitatively improved opportunities to 
build working class movements and a 
mass revolutionary party to fight for so-
cialism. 

U.S. out of Venezuela 
Venezuela has huge oil reserves, the 

greatest in the world today. U.S. efforts to 
steal this resource include two unsuccess-
ful military coups in 2002 and 2019 ac-
companied by the imposition of heavy 

sanctions that crippled Venezuela’s econ-
omy and oil production. A recent UN re-
port indicates that the U.S. 
blockade/embargo is responsible for the 
death of 50,000 Venezuelans. We have 
detailed every aspect of the U.S. war 
against Venezuela and helped to organize 
mass protests. Again, we demand, U.S. 
Hands off! Out Now! 

Revolutionary Cuba 
Since Cuba’s 1959 revolution that over-

threw the U.S.-backed Fulgencio Batista 
dictatorship Cuba has been a shining ex-
ample of resistance to the U.S. Empire. 
Cuba’s abolition of capitalist property, its 
historic land distribution to the peasant 
masses and its establishment of a 
workers’ state brought unprecedented ad-
vances.  

Cuba’s free quality heath care, educa-
tion, housing and social services remain 
unmatched in Latin America, if not 
worldwide. Over the years the U.S. re-
sponse has included war and intervention, 
embargo, blockade, assassinations, the 
use of biological warfare and terrorist 
bombings aimed at discouraging tourist 
travel.  

These have been bi-partisan policies be-
ginning with Eisenhower’s cutting 
Cuba’s sugar quota to Kennedy’s 1962 
Bay of Pigs invasion to Reagan’s labeling 
Cuba “a state sponsor of terrorism,” to 
Clinton’s 1996 tightening of the U.S. em-
bargo to Trump’s re-imposition of sanc-
tions that had been loosened by the 
Obama administration. Socialist Action 
has always championed Cuba’s rev-
olutionary example, demanding U.S. 
Hands Off!  

 Iraq and the Middle East   
Iraq is yet another oil rich Middle East 

nation ravaged since the early 1990s by 
the U.S. war machine and its deadly eco-
nomic sanctions. With the U.S. conquest 
and establishment of a puppet govern-
ment, Iraq’s vast oil reserves and wealth 
were essentially transferred to U.S. cor-
porations.  

The combination of imperialist war, 
theft and sanctions has taken the lives of 
more than 1.5 million Iraqis. In con-
sequence, Iraq suffers from high rates of 
malnutrition, disease, lack of medical 
supplies and clean water. Its infrastruc-
ture remains shattered. Millions have 
been internally and externally displaced. 
And still the US. occupation persists with 
some 6,000 U.S. Special Operation forces 
and permanent multiple U.S. military 
bases dominating the Iraqi people. Again, 
we demand, U.S. Out Now!  

Afghanistan: 20 years of U.S. war  
Afghanistan, among the poorest nations 

on earth, sits on $1 trillion in minerals in-
cluding lithium and other rare earth min-
erals vital for modern computer 
technology and battery power. Control of 

these resources, along with Afghanistan’s 
strategic geo-political location, stand at 
the center of U.S. objectives. Now the 
longest war in U.S. history, 20 years, the 
U.S. war has cost $trillions along with 
600,000 lives taken. Again, we demand 
U.S. Out Now!  

The same with Yemen, where the U.S. 
has armed, financed and provided “logis-
tical” support to Saudi Arabia’s genocidal 
war against the Yemeni people. And with 
Africa, where the U.S. maintains 29 mil-
itary bases in 15 African nations. With 
zero exceptions, the imperialist beast is 
there to advance U.S. corporate interests, 
its endless hyperbole about “fighting ter-
rorism” notwithstanding.  

Russia and China 

Russia has some 20 foreign military 
bases, mostly located in nations bordering 
on the former Soviet Union. By contrast, 
the U.S. maintains 1,100 military bases 
on foreign soil. China has a single over-
seas military base in Djibouti.   

Although Socialist Action characterizes 
China and Russia as imperialist nations, 
we do not mechanically condemn all their 
actions. We assess each in the existing 
context of world politics.  

When Russia or China are called on by 
poor and oppressed nations for aid, as is 
the case today with Syria and Venezuela, 
in accord with the unconditional right of 
all the poor and oppressed to self-deter-
mination, we do not object. Indeed, were 
this aid not forthcoming, Syria, at least, 
would have long ago been a dismem-
bered U.S. colony.  

The U.S. war machine is a worldwide 
juggernaut with U.S. warships patrolling 
the world from the China Seas to the Per-
sian Gulf to the Mediterranean, the Ca-
ribbean, the Arctic waters, both coasts of 
Africa and now off the coast of Vene-
zuela.  

We are far from indifferent to this world 
relationship of forces. While we harbor 
zero illusions in the long range intentions 
of Putin’s Russia or Xi’s China, when 
their direct and immediate actions objec-
tively serve to thwart U.S. acts of war, in-
tervention and conquest against any poor 
and oppressed nations, we fully assent to 
their concrete actions in providing aid.  

“Neutrality” in these matters, not to 
mention the spurious demand raised by 
some non-participants in the U.S. antiwar 
movement that Russia and China with-
draw from Syria and Venezuela—as well 
as U.S. imperialism—is tantamount to 
denying poor and oppressed nations the 
right to self-determination. It’s practical 
effect is to stand in the camp of imperial-
ism. 

U.S. Out Now! remains our central 
focus as we confront U.S. capitalism’s 
war machine. $Trillions for jobs, heath 
care, education and social services! Not 

one penny for war!                            n 

SSttoopp  tthhee  UU..SS..  IImmppeerriiaalliisstt  

WWaarr  MMaacchhiinnee!!
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BY NATHAN FULLER 

Almost immediately upon District 
Judge Vanessa Baraitster’s early January 
ruling that WikiLeaks publisher Julian 
Assange would not be extradited from the 
United Kingdom to the United States on 
medical grounds, lawyers representing 
the U.S. announced their intent to appeal 
that decision.  

Two days later, Judge Baraitser, whose 
ruling rejected Assange’s free speech and 
democratic rights arguments, denied As-
sange’s bail application, meaning he will 
remain in the freezing cold, COVID-in-
fected maximum-security Belmarsh 
prison in London as he waits for the ap-
peal process to unfold. That process could 
take weeks, months, or longer if the U.S. 
refuses to drop the charges altogether.  

Will the U.S. drop the charges? 

Despite the prosecution’s declaration of 
intent to appeal, it’s unclear how much 
appetite there is in the U.S. for continuing 
the prosecution. The ruling and notice of 
appeal came in the final days of the 
Trump Administration, and the day after 
the verdict, the U.S.’s outgoing lead fed-
eral prosecutor Zachary Terwilliger told 
NPR that he wasn’t sure if the Biden ad-
ministration would continue to fight for 
Assange’s extradition. 

“It will be very interesting to see what 
happens with this case,” Terwilliger said. 
“There’ll be some decisions to be made. 
Some of this does come down to re-
sources and where you’re going to focus 
your energies.” President Biden was Vice 
President when the Obama administra-
tion explicitly decided not to 
prosecute Assange. 

“The problem the department has al-
ways had in investigating Julian Assange 
is there is no way to prosecute him for 
publishing information without the same 
theory being applied to journalists,” said 
former Justice Department spokesman 
Matthew Miller. “And if you are not 
going to prosecute journalists for publish-
ing classified information, which the de-
partment is not, then there is no way to 
prosecute Assange.” 

Press freedom organizations and news-
rooms agree that the prosecution of As-
sange puts all journalists at risk, by 
criminalizing basic newsgathering activ-
ity as well as the publication of truthful 
information in the public interest.  

“Julian Assange’s Indictment Aims at 
the Heart of the First Amendment,” 
wrote the New York Times editorial 
board. 

Appealing on Medical Grounds 

The U.K.’s lawyers (the Crown Prose-
cution Service, or CPS) representing the 
U.S. confirmed to reporters that the 
United States officially filed its intent to 
appeal the ruling on Friday, January 15. 
They then have two weeks to 
file grounds for appeal, notifying the 
court of the types of arguments they in-
tend to raise in their formal appeal.  

In her verdict, Judge Baraitser ruled that 
sending Assange to the U.S. would vio-
late Section 91 of the U.K.’s 2003 Extra-
dition Act, which bars extradition if the 
“physical or mental condition of the per-

son is such that it would be unjust or op-
pressive to extradite him.” 

Medical experts testified throughout the 
hearing that Assange has Asperger’s syn-
drome, that he has clinical depression, 
and that his specific condition and history 
combined with his prospective treatment 
in any U.S. prison all create a dangerously 
high risk of suicide. 

Prison experts testified about the types 
of conditions Assange would likely face 
if he were extradited. The experts agreed 
that he would likely be held in solitary 
confinement, which the U.N. has deemed 
psychological torture, that he would get 
an extremely long prison sentence, and 
that he’d be under Special Administrative 
Measures which render a prisoner effec-
tively incommunicado, even further iso-
lating him from his family, friends, and 
the rest of his support system.  

But even without these additional harsh 
measures Assange could expect, the mere 
ordering of his extradition from the U.K. 
would trigger this suicide risk. “I am as 
certain as a psychiatrist ever can be that, 
in the event of imminent extradition, Mr. 
Assange would indeed find a way to com-
mit suicide,” testified psychiatrist Dr. Mi-
chael Kopelman.  

The U.S. is expected to attempt to chal-
lenge these arguments on appeal. 

Once the U.S. files its grounds for ap-
peal, Assange’s defense team has 10 days 
to respond to that filing, indicating the 
ways in which they will argue against the 
U.S. submission. 

High Court 
These appeal submissions are then sent 
to a single U.K. High Court judge, who 
makes a determination as to whether to 
grant permission to appeal, based on 
whether that judge feels the grounds are 
reasonably arguable. If the judge rules to 
allow the appeal, the case is then sched-
uled to be heard by the High Court, a 
panel of two judges. 

If the high court finally refuses to hear 
the appeal, which is rare, it will be the end 
of the road for the United States and Ju-
lian will be released. However, if the 
High Court admits the appeal, a date for 
an oral hearing will be set. 

It is at the High Court stage where Cou-
rage Foundation beneficiary Lauri Love, 
a U.K. national accused of computer 
crimes in the U.S., successfully de-
feated an extradition request from the 
United States.  

In Love’s case, which Judge Baraitser 

referred to in her own ruling, the District 
Judge ruled he should be extradited, but 
on appeal, the High Court ruled that the 
United States could not guarantee adequ-
ate mental health care in its prison system 
and Love, who like Julian has Asperger’s 
syndrome, could not be protected from 
the high risk of suicide.  

Potential further appeals 

If the case were successfully appealed 
beyond the High Court, it could theoreti-
cally (though not automatically) be sent 
up to the U.K.’s Supreme Court and even 
higher to the European Court of Human 
Rights.  

While these proceedings take place in 
the United Kingdom, Assange is only de-
tained and at risk because of the U.S.’s 
prosecution, and the new Justice Depart-
ment could simply drop the indictment 
and extradition request at any time.  

To support Assange’s free speech rights 
and oppose his extradition sign the peti-

tion at Assangedefense.org                 n 

Nathan Fuller is the Executive Director 
of Assangedefense.org and the Director 
of the United Kingdom-based Courage 
Foundation that defends whistleblowers, 
including Edward Snowden, Chelsea   
Manning and Julian Assange. 

Assange in limbo as U.K. High Court 
waits to hear U.S. extradition appeal
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/julian-assange-unlikely-to-face-us-charges-over-publishing-classified-documents/2013/11/25/dd27decc-55f1-11e3-8304-caf30787c0a9_story.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/23/opinion/julian-assange-wikileaks.html
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https://freelauri.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/lauri-love-v-usa.pdf
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of the past.”His documentation is eye 
opening: 

• In 2015, shortly before he died, Forbes 
estimated David Rockefeller’s net worth 
was $3 billion. The Shah of Iran looted 
an estimated $1 billion from his country. 
Ferdinand and Imelda Marcos amassed 
between $5 and $10 billion. And the 
former Zimbabwean President Robert 
Mugabe was worth about a billion. Jeff 
Bezos and Elon Musk are each at $180 
billion. (Italics added.) 

• The new wealth comes from a cartel 
capitalism… made possible by Presidents 
Ronald Reagan and Bill Clinton who, in 

exchange for corporate money to fund 
their campaigns and later Clinton’s foun-
dation and post-presidency opulent life-
style, abolished the regulations that once 
protected the citizenry from the worst 
forms of monopoly exploitation. 

Bill Clinton’s “unregulated capitalism” 
Hedges argues, “… resulted in financial 
anarchy… where everything, including 
human beings and the natural world, is a 
commodity to exploit until exhaustion or 
collapse… The new robber barons peddle 
the classless identity politics of the Dem-
ocratic Party to deflect attention from 
their stranglehold on wealth and power, 
as well as their exploitation of workers, 
especially those that make their products 
overseas.” 

This “unregulated capitalism,” Hedges 
argues “is sold as ‘enlightened liberalism’ 
as opposed to the old pro-union class pol-
itics that [previously] saw the Democrats 
heed the voices of the working class… It 
has also pushed the human species, along 
with most other species, closer and closer 
towards extinction.” (Emphasis in italics 
added.)  

Capitalism’s inherent contradictions 

Here we differ significantly with 
Hedges’ otherwise sweeping indictment 
of the unprecedented ravages of modern 
day capitalism, including its systemic rac-
ism, endless wars, “identity politics” pos-
turing, environmental destruction, 
unprecedented concentrations of wealth, 
and daily degradation of working class 
life.  

But it is not Bill Clinton, or Ronald Rea-

gan or any other titular head of U.S. cap-
italism, or a break from the Democratic 
Party’s alleged “old pro-union class pol-
itics” that are responsible for the current 
and multiple horrors facing the world’s 
people. These horrors are inherent in the 
contradictions of the capitalist system it-
self.  

Survival for all capitalists rests with 
their capacity to extract value in the form 
of unpaid labor, or profit from working 
people. No serious capitalist would hire a 
single worker without this expectation. 
But with the ever-increasing substitution 
of machines/robots and computer tech-

nology for human labor, the world cap-
italist order finds itself in constant crisis 
and decline. Intense competition forces 
all capitalists to introduce new technol-
ogies to survive. In time, the average 
amount of human labor embodied in all 
commodities is reduced and with it, aver-
age rates of profit. 

Technological advances, especially 
those of a clean and environmentally sus-
tainable nature, in a rational society 
should pave the way for social advances.  

In a socialist society, where human 
needs, not capitalist profits are primary, 
clean and sustainable labor-saving tech-
nology portend a major increase in leisure 
time for all working people, time for the 
fullest engagement of all in the highest 
levels of free education, time for the ful-
lest development of human potential, 
time to explore a broad range of cultural, 
scientific and educational interests, time 
to encourage the best aspirations of hu-
manity for freedom and equality.  

In capitalist society, technological ad-
vances, in time, means mass unemploy-
ment, layoffs, subjugation to the gig 
economy, restricted access to education, 
healthcare and housing, not to mention 
endless wars for new markets and profit. 

Marx explained horrors of capitalism  

Karl Marx explained this apparent con-
tradiction in endless detail in his three 
volumes of Capital. He described it as the 
“Law of the tendency of the rate of profit 
to decline.” Sounds contradictory! How 
can an economic law be a tendency at the 
same time? How can technological ad-

vance portend social disaster—that is, 
mass unemployment, recession/depres-
sion, war?  

Marx explained this seeming contradic-
tion in great detail. Fully aware of the op-
eration of this economic law in the daily 
workings of all corporate enterprises, the 
boss class engages in endless efforts to 
thwart it to try to counter the inherent 
contradiction in their system. The sum 
total of all their efforts on a world scale 
amounts to making working people pay, 
to their constant immiseration, to their re-
peated subjection to recession/depression 
cycles that permeate capitalism’s history.  

Whether it be overt union-busting, oblit-
eration of pensions and health are bene-
fits, workplace speed up, offshoring 
plants to low-wage nations, imperialist 
conquests to secure vital resources, cut-
backs in social services, “elimination of 
welfare as we know it,” tax “relief “for  
the rich at the expense of workers and the 
poor, or pumping $billions and $trillions 
of taxpayer money into corporate bailout 
schemes, the objective is the same: To 
preserve the dictatorship of the capitalist 
class at the expense of the vast majority.    

This has little or nothing to do with cap-
italist greed and avarice, however much 
these are built into their DNA. Whether 
capitalists are well-intentioned or evil, 
they must deploy one or another or all of 
the above policies aimed at workers to 
keep their businesses afloat in the face of 
the incessant competition that drives 
them to survive or perish. Even when 
powerful monopolies act to eliminate na-
tional competitors, U.S. capitalists face 
ever intensifying competition from Eu-
rope and China.  

In the long term, all capitalist efforts 
notwithstanding, the rate of profit with re-
gard to the production of the world’s 
commodities inexorably declines and 
with it the numbers of employed workers. 

Frenzied stock market speculation 

Today, this has reached historic lows, 
hence the resort to the financialization of 
capital—the increasing investment by 
capitalists not in new plants or needed in-
frastructure repair and replacement but in 
frenzied speculative trading in the stock 
market, hedge funds and related secu-
rities. Today, this casino capitalism has 
exceeded all previous limits whether the 
government is headed by Democrats or 
Republicans. Both parties fuel the fires of 
speculation by endless injections of near 
zero interest rate “loans” to failing or low 
profit corporations.  

This virtually free money is then quickly 
transferred to stock market ventures 
where rates of return are far higher than 
the initial near zero cost of borrowing. 

 In today’s casino capitalism, as in the 
gambling casino variant in Las Vegas, the 
house always wins! Trump’s skyrocket-
ing stock market boom, and Obama’s be-
fore him, had no reflection in the 
improvement of the quality of life of 
working people.  

But the core group of the nation’s 600 
odd billionaires amassed $trillions nearly 
overnight, while workers suffered as 
never in recent memory. Real unemploy-
ment today stands at close to 40 percent 
based on the government’s official “labor 
participation” statistics. 

Today, capitalism’s crises are multiple 
and worldwide. In the face of a deadly 
pandemic the ruling rich, with few excep-
tions calculated that sending their wage 
slaves back to unsafe workplaces or send-
ing students to unsafe schools to free their 
parents for work, was worth more in 
profits gained than the calculated loss in 
human lives. Workers are expendable; 
profits are not!  

While Trump’s “survival of the fittest” 

deranged, increasingly isolated and des-
perate Trump, pumped up with psycho-
pathic delusions of grandeur, had already 
fired or excluded from his inner circle 
several of his closest cabinet officials. 

 He was also deserted by his Pentagon 
chiefs, top national security advisers and 
the FBI/CIA hierarchy as they balked at 
one or another of his schemes to negate 
the Nov. 3 election results.  

We leave it to future historians to reveal 
how Trump’s desperate mob, or Trump 
himself, intended to impose their will had 
they miraculously succeeded in holding 
the Senate and House members hostage. 

Regardless, the overwhelming majority 
of the U.S. ruling class, this time acting 
in unison, through all its multi-billionaire 
corporate manifestations, its servile 
media and associated Pentagon and Na-
tional Security personnel, would have 
none of it, at least for now. D.C is an 
armed camp akin to the Green Zone in 
Iraq,  

Four years earlier, Donald Trump’s in-
auguration was celebrated by some 
100,000 supporters while another million, 
mostly women, mobilized nearby to pro-
test the crudely misogynist racist bigot’s 
inauguration.  

Another four million simultaneously 
mobilized across the country in solidarity, 
making that anti-Inaugural action the 
largest coordinated democratic 
rights/human rights protest in U.S. his-
tory.  

Until last summer, that is, when Black 
Lives Matter mobilizations in 2000-plus 
cities saw nearly 20 million of the na-
tion’s working class youth and oppressed 
nationalities take to the streets to de-
nounce the horror of the Minneapolis po-
lice murder of George Floyd and U.S. 
society’s systemic racism.     

Chris Hedges on Biden’s presidency  

Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and 
former New York Times foreign corre-
spondent for 15 years, Chris Hedges cap-
tures today’s Biden Democratic Party 
political perspectives well. Hedges’ Feb. 
1 article entitled, “Papering Over the 
Rot,” begins:   

“The staggering concentration of wealth 
at the top has deformed our governing in-
stitutions. New window dressing will not 
end oligarchy. The death spiral of the 
American Empire will not be halted with 
civility. It will not be halted with the 42 
executive orders signed by President Joe 
Biden, however welcome many are, espe-
cially since they can, with a new chief ex-
ecutive, be immediately revoked.” 

Hedges continues: The American Em-
pire “will not be halted by removing Don-
ald Trump, and the crackpot conspiracy 
theorists, Christian fascists and racists 
who support him, from social media. It 
will not be halted by locking up the Proud 
Boys and the clueless protestors who 
stormed the Congress on Jan. 6. and took 
selfies in Vice President Mike Pence’s 
Senate chair. It will not be halted by re-
storing the frayed alliances with our Eu-
ropean allies or rejoining the World 
Health Organization or the Paris Climate 
Agreement.” 

“All of these measures,” Hedges cor-
rectly concludes, “are window dressing, 
masking the root cause of the demise of 
America—unchecked oligarchic power 
and greed. The longer wealth is funneled 
upwards into the hands of a tiny, oligar-
chic cabal, who put Biden into office and 
whose interests he assiduously serves,” 
Hedges concludes, “ we are doomed.”   

Hedges details how today’s “staggering 
concentration of wealth and the obscene 
avarice of the very rich dwarfs the hedo-
nism and excesses of the world’s most 
heinous despots and wealthiest capitalists 

(continued from page 1))

...can capitalism be reformed?

(continued on page 7)

From The New Yorker Magazine: Is capitalism racist?
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herd immunity “theory” and his opposi-
tion to mandated mask wearing were a 
crude reflection of this idea—that corpo-
rate profits trumped human lives—the 
Democrats were never far behind, with 
all 50 state governors at one time or 
another deciding to prematurely reopen 
businesses and schools, knowing full well 
the deadly consequences.  

Environmental catastrophe  

Fossil fuel giants threaten the very sur-
vival of life on earth, yet they press on, 
unimpeded. Biden assured his corporate 
backers that there will be no serious 
Green New Deal under his administra-
tion. These “reforms” are impossible 
under capitalism, where the likes of 
Exxon Mobile, soon to be merged with 
Chevron Corporation, plan and prepare 
fossil fuel extraction long into the future; 
at a time when serious scientists already 
ponder whether it is already too late to 
avoid catastrophic results for the world’s 
people. 

Obama’s Democrats opened the door 
wider than ever to offshore and Arctic 
drilling in addition to the promotion of 
unprecedented deadly fracking that made 
the U.S. for the first time a net exporter 
of fossil fuel. 

Capitalism equals imperialist war 

War is a central element in advancing 
the economic interests of the ruling elite, 
no matter the cost and regardless of 
which capitalist party is in power. The 
ever-promoted rationalizations regarding 
U.S. “responsibility” to thwart “world-
wide terrorism”—which the U.S. is the 
chief instigator—or to conduct “humani-
tarian wars” that destroy a nation’s infras-
tructure to “save innocent lives” have 
long been exposed as lies.  

But the U.S. war machine presses on 
with $1 trillion spent annually to line the 
pockets of the largely monopolized mili-
tary-industrial complex while defending 
U.S. capitalism’s “right” to rape and pil-
lage worldwide.   

Democratic Party President Lyndon 
Johnson presided over the genocidal Viet-
nam War that slaughtered four million 
Vietnamese. He extended full support and 
U.S. collaboration to the 1965 Indonesian 
military coup that slaughtered one million 
alleged communists in a single year, lit-
erally clogging that nation’s rivers with 
murdered victims.  

Democrats and Republicans take turns 
in presiding over mass slaughter for 
profit, installing one after another compli-

ant dictators to defend “our interests.”  
Two world wars that cost the lives of 

100 million people saw U.S. imperialism 
emerge as the dominant world power.  

Endless wars, U.S.-backed coups and 
interventions followed without interrup-
tion around the world and to this day: 
Korea, Iran, Guatemala, El Salvador, Nic-
aragua, Chile, Brazil, Argentina, Yugo-
slavia, Yemen, the Middle East, Africa 
and more. It mattered not whether the 
U.S. head of state was a Kennedy, Nixon, 
Reagan, Bush or a Clinton, Obama, 
Trump or Biden.  

The deficit: hawks or not 

The rules of the economic-political 
game are adjusted, bent or discarded in 
accord with the needs of the ruling rich.  

Two decades ago in 2001 the 1890 Sher-
man Anti-trust Act, supposedly protecting 
citizens against monopolies, was inter-
preted by the Supreme Court to allow Mi-

crosoft’s monopoly to continue when the 
nation’s top courts essentially ruled that 
its monopoly was needed to defend U.S. 
corporations against foreign competition.  

Apple’s offshoring billions to avoid 
taxes was essentially ignored as with its 
near slave labor million member Chinese 
work force. Pfizer’ and hundreds of  other 
U.S. corporate entities that offshored their 
headquarters to avoid taxes did so with 
impunity, minus or plus an occasional 
slap on the wrist.  

Republican “deficit hawks” disappeared 
under Trump when $trillions in bailouts 
were gifted to the elite.  

None winced when the Treasury Depart-
ment combined with the Federal Reserve, 
to literally gift them back some $6 trillion 
in bailouts for their first quarter 2020 
losses. This was a bi-partisan affair as 
was Trump’s $1.9 trillion tax cut for the 
rich. 

Here we conclude with the simple prop-
osition that capitalism cannot be re-
formed regardless of which combination 
of corporate behemoths hold the pres-
idency or one or another houses of Con-
gress.  

Biden’s pledge to seek bipartisan unity 
affirms once again that unity resides in 
the common exploitation of working 
people in the U.S. and worldwide.  

His reign will see no challenge from his 
party to abolish America’s systemic rac-
ism, sexism and LGBTQI discrimination.  

The deepening degradation of the envi-
ronment and capitalism’s endless wars for 
profit and plunder will continue as will its 
guarantee of yet another round of deadly 
pandemics that originate in capitalism’s 
failure to establish a rational ecological 
balance between nature and human soci-
ety. 

Today, the capitalist system has inadver-
tently set into motion a new generation of 
radicalizing youth intent on challenging 
ruling class prerogatives on multiple 
fronts.  

Their success in charting a new and in-
dependent course aimed at challenging 
and abolishing capitalist rule will prove 
decisive in the years ahead.  

Central to their success is the construc-
tion of a mass revolutionary socialist 
party deeply rooted in all the struggles to 

come. Join us!                                       n 

(continued from page 6)

In today’s casino capitalism, as in the gambling 
casino variant in Las Vegas, the house always 

wins! Trump’s skyrocketing stock market boom, 
and Obama’s before him, had no reflection in 

the improvement of the quality of life  
of working people.  
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a living out of denying the science of cli-
mate change.” Flooding the newsrooms, 
talk shows, and anywhere they might get 
an invitation, these so-called “experts” 
often started out their statements with 
“I’m not a climate scientist, but…” before 
launching into a series of carefully re-
hearsed talking points meant to confuse 
the public on the climate change issue.” 

Who defends fossil fuel industry 
The fossil fuel industry has had many 

defenders.  The Koch brothers, Heartland 
Institute, and American Petroleum Insti-
tute have expended millions of dollars to 
sway public opinion, also promoting cli-
mate change confusion and disinfor-
mation.  Not to be denied a fair share of 
the booty in exchange for doing their part 
to protect the fossil fuel despoilers have 
been well-financed members of Con-
gress.   

Based on records from the Federal Elec-
tion Commission, for the single campaign 
cycle, 2019-2020, the top 20 Congres-
sional recipients of fossil fuel campaign 
contributions received between a quarter 
million and one million dollars each in 
campaign contributions. Hundreds of 
other Congresspeople received lesser 
amounts.   

One such recipient, James Inhofe, Sen-
ator from Oklahoma, has returned the 
favor over the decades with comments 
such as “man-made global warming is the 
greatest hoax ever perpetrated on the 
American people.”  Money well spent ac-
cording to some. 

The magnitude of harm caused by the 
concealment and then denial of the con-
sequences of global warming cannot be 
overstated.  While the profits accrued 
over a half-century by the fossil fuel cor-
porations have been endlessly thrilling 
for the 1%, the consequences of the re-
lentless destruction of our planet have 
been frightfully mind-numbing for the 
99%. 

We are again witnessing for the first 
time in millennia the simultaneous rapid 
melting at the two poles—the Antarctic 
ice shelves and the miles-thick ice of 
Greenland—with a corresponding sea 
level rise just in its infancy.  Entire eco-
systems are under attack as evidenced by 
the destruction of the Amazon rainforest, 
the bleaching of coral reefs, and extinc-
tion of plants and animals, north and 
south.   

Ocean storms of previously abnormal 
proportions and frequency are now regu-
lar features of our climate.  They join the 
massive wildfires consuming a million 
square miles in the American West, broad 
sections of the Australian continent, and 
those fires occurring in the Russian Arctic 
itself.  Even the small Pacific archipelago 
nation of Tuvalu is planning to relocate 
its entire population to Fiji, their current 
islands soon to be swamped by rising 
seas.  
Accommodation to carbon pollution  

As ever-increasing millions of Ameri-
cans came to believe that climate change 
was occurring, Big Oil and its cohorts 
again changed course.  Realizing they 
could no longer simply deny the global 
facts, their tactics would need to change. 
The American Petroleum Institute tells us 
that we cannot jeopardize jobs while 
seeking solutions to climate change.   

Pundits in the service of fossil fuel 
maintain that it is our fault, the majority, 
due to our wasteful habits, and that the 
99% need to be more “socially con-
scious.” While privatizing profits, but so-
cializing the impact of carbonized air, the 
spokespeople for the interests of the cap-
italist class and their oil firms now inform 
us “we are all in this together,” wanting 
to isolate and minimize those demanding 
that oil be kept in the ground. 

For the majority, how society will now 

tame the climate monster unleashed by 
the fossil fuel giants has reached para-
mount importance. For the ruling class, 
it’s how do they best throw a bone while 
leaving their towering financial status 
mostly untouched. It is here that Joe 
Biden has an important role to play. 

Democratic climate legislation is yet to 
be seen but Biden’s initial executive ac-
tions hint as to where he is headed.  His 
executive order to pause new oil and nat-
ural gas leasing on federal lands and off-
shore depths, pending review, changes 
little. It does not affect the tens of mil-
lions of acres already leased from the 
government where drilling and fracking 
can continue unabated.  

 It also ignores oil and gas development 
on state and private lands where 90% of 
fracking now occurs.  While Green New 
Deal supporters welcome his order and 
hope for even more action, the reality is 
that oil and gas producers can continue 
their current level of drilling and produc-
tion for years, likely decades. 

As for Biden rejoining the Paris Climate 
Agreement, most climate scientists ac-

knowledge that the Paris Agreement has 
been ineffectual over the course of 5 
years to reverse the onward march of the 
warming atmosphere.  Rejoining is just 
for show, and in effect a “hail Mary” pass 
just for his climate fans. 

Similarly, with the permit revocation for 
the Keystone XL pipeline Biden has al-
lied with the rights and aspirations of the 
Indigenous, but its effect on oil produc-
tion will be negligible as noted by Peter 
Kalmus, a climate scientist at NASA’s Jet 
Propulsion Lab: “If every day from here 
on out we make progress equivalent to 
shutting down the Keystone XL pipeline 
it might be OK. We need a Keystone a 
day. That’s what “out of time” really 
means.”  

Falling back to net-zero emissions. 

Notwithstanding the hopes of his cam-
paign supporters, Joe Biden made clear 
during his run for President his real cli-
mate intent.  “I never said I opposed 
fracking ... we can capture emissions 
from the factory and capture the emis-
sions from gas, we can do that.” Instead 
of an aggressive campaign against the 
fossil fuel criminals, being “bold” so to 
speak, Biden in effect will make it a dec-
ades-long slow march—without a pre-
dictable positive outcome. 

Key to Biden’s climate plan is the pro-
motion of net-zero carbon emissions by 
2050.  Net-zero emissions, however, is a 
fossil fuel-friendly charade that obscures 
the real needs of our overloaded carbon-
ized atmosphere.   

In a net-zero scenario, oil and natural 
gas can continue to be drilled and 
pumped, fracking will proceed with more 
and deadlier destruction to water supplies 
and community health, atmospheric 
warming emissions of all manner will 
proceed with reckless abandon. In theory, 
and as if by magic, proponents maintain 

that enough offsets to the rising levels of 
carbon dioxide will be developed to bal-
ance out carbon dioxide emissions, pound 
for pound. Dream on. 

Numerous examples of carbon reduc-
tion schemas have been offered up by the 
anti-climate change movement. No 
doubt, over time some actions will have 
the capacity to significantly reduce CO2 
emissions from particular economic sec-
tors, but several questions are posed.  
Will there be sufficient, genuine carbon 
offsets overall to reach net-zero by 2050?  
And what will become of the overwhel-
ming current and massively expanding 
volume of carbon dioxide already in 
place and growing?   Can humanity wait 
30 years to see if the experiment will 
work? 

The United Nations Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change states that it 
will take the removal from the at-
mosphere of somewhere between 100 bil-
lion and one  trillion tons of carbon 
dioxide in the remaining century to miti-
gate the worst effects of climate change, 
far more than can be achieved by planting 
new forests.  While contributing to a car-
bonless future at some point, it is an in-
adequate solution at this time.  Hence, the 

introduction of technology by the Bide-
nites.  

Untested and unproven technology 
Much of the technology upon which 

net-zero heavily relies is risky, untested, 
or unproven.  But the one hoped-for so-
lution that most excites the parties that 
just cannot bring themselves to say “keep 
the oil in the ground” is carbon capture.  
Carbon capture is a technology in its in-
fancy.  Technologically, it can be done.  
Experiments are occurring.  Right now it 
is massively expensive. 

An experimental, carbon-dioxide ex-
traction plant being built by Occidental 
Petroleum in Texas is expected to come 
online by 2025.  It’s goal:  remove one 
million tons of carbon per year through 
direct air capture to offset emissions.  
Sounds impressive, doesn’t it?  One mil-
lion tons of CO2.    

At this rate of extraction over 50 years, 
however, we will need 20,000 of these 
complex plants operational by 2050, each 
about a half city block square in size, 
scattered across the globe to solve the 
carbon question.   

And where exactly do we park one tril-
lion tons of carbon dioxide?  Occidental 
says it will pump it deep underground, 
where it will remain for millions of years. 
And, as many scientists fear, the carbon 
may escape back into the atmosphere. It’s 
science fiction; it’s too little too late.  It’s 
easier to keep oil in the ground no matter 
how many tears the fossil fuel giants will 
shed.  But not according to Joe Biden. 

We should expect that Occidental and 
all the others will claim carbon capture to 
be the silver bullet for the climate crisis, 
and why wouldn’t they?  They have no 
reasonable or palatable alternatives at 
present to get to net-zero carbon emis-
sions.  And that is where we in the anti-
climate change struggle must be on 

guard.  It will not be long before we again 
hear that nuclear power is the solution to 
getting to net zero. 

 Based on the amount of CO2 now in the 
atmosphere, some elements of climate 
change are already baked in, such as ris-
ing sea levels.  The half century of con-
cealment and denial, setting back the time 
frame for initial work to alter climate 
warming, has made certain that global 
temperatures will rise for decades to 
come, even if efforts to cut back on fossil 
fuels were in place today. As one environ-
mental writer for the New York Times 
commented, “Again and again, climate 
scientists have shown that our choices 
now range from merely awful to incom-
prehensibly horrible.” 

Biden has commenced his slow walk 
down the hope-and-pray road to net-zero 
greenhouse gases. As to be expected, 
neither Biden, nor any cabinet choice, nor 
any Democratic member of Congress has 
mentioned curtailing the single largest 
user of fossil fuels and the greatest single 
contributor to climate change—the U.S. 
military.  

Token cuts are off the net-zero elimi-
nation table for both Democrats and Re-
publicans alike. The fossil fuel-frenzied 

military instrument of subjugation of 
people around the world, and its protec-
tion of the ruling class’ economic inter-
ests, anywhere and everywhere, will 
forever take precedent over the need for 
a habitable Earth. 

Break with capitalism 

All the yet-to-be-implemented propo-
sals from Biden to solve the climate crisis 
surely will dazzle some, but will not solve 
the crisis we face.  Not by 2050, not ever.  
In effect partnering with Big Oil, Biden 
has chosen to ally with the very same cli-
mate criminals who brought us to this 
point in the first place.  The 99% need a 
plan that is the antithesis of what serves 
the interests of the 1%. 

For starters socialists call for a national 
emergency declaration in which the first 
step is the nationalization of Big Oil and 
the banks that finance their rapacious de-
struction of the planet’s ecosystems.  The 
99% cannot partner with institutions that 
are complicit with the criminal past and 
who continue to place profits above the 
needs of humanity and global climate res-
cue.  They need to be placed under dem-
ocratic control of the majority.  

Science and a mobilized working 
class—not corporate Democratic and Re-
publican party lobbyists—will assume a 
leadership role in guiding an alliance of 
environmental scientists, democratically-
elected workplace councils, labor unions, 
and representatives of the oppressed com-
munities to ensure that all the resources 
of the nation are laser focused on just 
such a transition.   

In practice, science must be placed at 
the sails and working people at the helm 

in order to defeat climate change.        n 

Editor: Future articles of socialist anal-
ysis will provide additional insights to the 
climate crisis and the movements in op-
position . Please be sure to follow us.

... Biden & net zero emissions
(continued from page 1)

And where exactly do we park one trillion tons 
of carbon dioxide?  It’s science fiction; it’s too 

little too late. It’s easier to keep oil in the 
ground no matter how many tears the fossil 

fuel giants will shed. 



SOCIALIST ACTION    FEBRUARY   2021  9

(The following statement is the result of 
a collective discussion among leader/ac-
tivists in SEIU Drop the Cops (SEIUDC), 
an international, rank-and-file group of 
Service Employees International Union 
(SEIU) members.  

Formed in the wake of the massive 
George Floyd uprising and the murder of 
Rayshard Brooks in June 2020 by racist 
white members of SEIU/NAGE (National 
Association of Government Employees), 
their primary demand is SEIU disaffili-
ation of all law enforcement “unions” in 
its ranks.  

A full list of the demands is 
here: www.seiu.org. Socialist Action 
members of SEIU have played a leader-
ship role in this united effort.) 

The January 6 storming of the Capitol 
by a right-wing/white supremacist mob at 
the instigation of Donald Trump shocked 
the world and laid bare the social and po-
litical crisis in the United States.  

Rather than the result, specifically, of 
Trump and Trumpism, the events of the 
6th were decades in the making, and the 
latest symptom of the past 40 years of bi-
partisan neo-liberal attacks on workers, 
the poor, and people of color. 

From [President}Reagan’s attack on the 
air-traffic controllers union in 1981, and 
Clinton’s ending of  “welfare as we know 
it,” to the Biden/police collaboration on 
the 1994 crime bill, and Obama’s threat to 
use the National Guard on a Longshore 
Workers strike in 2012—workers and 
people of color have been on the defen-
sive to protect the social, economic, and 
political gains won in struggle.  

Meanwhile, the dominant political sys-
tem serving the 1% continues its inces-
sant attacks on progress made by social 
movements over the past 100 or more 
years which won the 8-hour work day, 
Social Security, womens’ right to vote, 
a powerful union movement, the end of 
Jim Crow laws, access to reproductive 
justice, gay marriage, and more.  

George Floyd protests 

The 2020 Geeorge Floyd protests awak-
ened 16-24 million anti-racist fighters 
who made history by demanding a new 
world reimagined by limiting or totally 
abolishing the police, who, for 300 years, 
have terrorized Black, Latinx and Native-

American communities, workers, and 
any and all movements fighting for a 
world based on justice, democracy, and 
equality.  

It is no surprise, given their shared dom-
inant ideology of white supremacy and 
other retrograde views, that police col-
laboratedss with the right-wing mob on 
January 6th.  

We find no comfort, therefore, that the 
entire labor leadership endorsed Joe 
Biden, who, in the midst of the Floyd pro-
tests and the massive economic crisis 
borne by workers and oppressed com-
munities, has called for $300 million for 
the police, with self-described “Top Cop” 
Kamila Harris at his side and Obama gas-
lighting the movement for demanding po-
lice defunding.  

Tech barons who control modern day 
social media communication have de-
platformed Trump and some of his aco-
lytes, but this points out the unchecked 
power of a handful of billionaires 
whose censorship has already been lev-

eled against left-wing critics of today’s 
system. It’s a slippery slope.  

Need to out-mobilize right-wing 

We believe that in order to challenge 
right-wing attacks and white-suprema-
cist violence, the movement must out-
mobilize right-wing forces by organizing 
workers and the millions of anti-racist 
fighters from this past summer. The fu-
ture of our struggle resides in our own 
power, not the power of the 1%.  

SEIU Drop the Cops, born out of the in-
spiring Floyd mobilizations, demands 
that SEIU’s leadership turn away from or-
ganizing the purported 15,000 police in 
our union’s ranks.  

If the murder of Rayshard Brooks in At-
lanta by two SEIU/NAGE members was 
not enough, witness the massive mobi-
lization of armed and violent police 
throughout the country against the largely 
peaceful anti-racist protesters this past 
summer.  

Witness the police in Kenosha, WIis-

consin, collaborating with white suprem-
acist Kyle Rittenhouse, who murdered 
two anti-racist protesters.  

Meanwhile, SEIU President Mary 
Kay Henry on November 7th told one of 
our members that her focus is on trying 
to get police to address racial injustice. 
“I’m not giving up on them,” she said.  

SEIUDC wonders what happened to her 
statement this past June in which she 
said police in our ranks was a “which side 
are you on?” moment and that expelling 
police unions from the labor movement 
“has to be considered.” Democratic par-
ticipation among the rank and file must 
be central for this critical decision.  

Cops are strike-breakers 

In times of economic crisis, Democrats 
and Republicans alike have historically 
turned to austerity measures against 
working people to pay for trillion-dollar 
bail outs of the rich.  

And when working people fight back, 
police are deployed against our just 
strikes, like we witnessed during the 2020 
SEIU/California Nurses Association 
strike against the Alameda Health System 
system for Covid-19 job safety and other 
demands. Police protected buses full of 
scabs. When our homes need to be safe 
havens against the pandemic, the looming 
eviction crisis will come at the barrel of 
police pistols.  

It’s clear to SEIU Drop the Cops and our 
like-minded brothers and sisters in the 
AFL-CIO that police have never been on 
the side of workers: every single action 
by organized labor since it’s inception has 
been opposed, often violently, by the po-
lice, who serve only to protect the private 
property of the rich, from the slaveoc-
racy’s chattel, to the slumlord’s tene-
ment.  

The police are enemies of the working 
class and not one more day should they 
remain in our ranks. We need reinvigo-
rated unity among organized labor and 
oppressed groups in a politically inde-
pendent mass movement to fight the rise 
of white supremacy and fascism.  

• No cops in our unions!  
• Organize the unorganized!  
• For a mass jobs program!  
• Mass independent political action to                

fight white supremacy and fascism!    

Cops at the Capitol: Racist mob in our ranks! 

Sa
ul 

Lo
eb

/A
FP

 vi
a G

ett
y I

ma
ge

s

http://www.seiudtc.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/06/us/politics/trump-speech-capitol.html
https://dissidentvoice.org/2012/01/obama-set-to-use-military-intervention-against-longshoremen/
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/american-workers-eight-hour-workday
https://www.ozy.com/true-and-stories/how-american-policing-started-with-south-carolina-slave-catchers/333704/
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2020/12/the-real-reason-barack-obama-trashes-defund-the-police.html
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2020/12/the-real-reason-barack-obama-trashes-defund-the-police.html
https://theintercept.com/2020/10/15/facebook-and-twitter-cross-a-line-far-more-dangerous-than-what-they-censor/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/opinion/the-slippery-slope-arrives-big-tech-censorship-threatens-our-freedoms-opinion/ar-BB1cIocd
https://isreview.org/issue/87/it-cant-happen-here
https://isreview.org/issue/87/it-cant-happen-here
https://www.seiu.org/2020/06/seius-henry-justice-for-rayshard-brooks-means-holding-police-accountable
https://inthesetimes.com/article/mary-kay-henry-seiu-expel-police-unions-black-lives-matter-labor-movement
https://inthesetimes.com/article/mary-kay-henry-seiu-expel-police-unions-black-lives-matter-labor-movement
https://inthesetimes.com/article/mary-kay-henry-seiu-expel-police-unions-black-lives-matter-labor-movement
https://time.com/5845116/coronavirus-bailout-rich-richer/
https://time.com/5845116/coronavirus-bailout-rich-richer/
https://time.com/5845116/coronavirus-bailout-rich-richer/
https://time.com/4779112/police-history-origins/
https://time.com/4779112/police-history-origins/
https://time.com/4779112/police-history-origins/


10  SOCIALIST ACTION    FEBRUARY  2021

ernment can legally change any policy it 
wants and has no obligation to consult. 

Many small ‘c’ conservative Albertans 
argue Kenney’s government has betrayed 
the best interests of the province and fa-
voured foreign coal interests. 

“Some days I have to admit it feels the 
oxygen is being pumped out of the room 
when you see the dysfunction and men-
dacity of modern politics, but in particu-

lar of the so-called conservatives, who 
have moved away from the values that I 
used to vote for,” wrote Gordon Cart-
wright, a well-known rancher in southern 
Alberta in a Facebook post made by con-
servationist Kevin Van Tighem. 

“The 1976 Coal Policy was a good ex-
ample of a far-reaching vision that water 
and emblematic watersheds are more im-
portant assets than ephemeral profiteer-
ing from a generic resource, that carries 
irrevocable collateral damage.” 

“This land holds the bones and dreams 
of our ancestors,” wrote artist Elizabeth 
Williams on an Instagram post. “This soil 
remembers the thunder of buffalo hooves 
and... still fosters wild grasses. These 
mountain-fed waters are the lifeblood of 
southern Alberta.” 

Grassroots protest against the Coal Pol-

icy’s removal, which now includes a pro-
liferation of websites and videos, is 
about to go cross-country.  

Demand cancellation of all coal leases 
on public land and the transfer of the land 
back to the Indigenous people of the area.              

BY GARY PORTER 

Alberta’s move to allow coal mines in 
protected mountains where rivers rise and 
cattle graze, is generating widespread op-
position. 

This week the popular Lethbridge-based 
musician Corb Lund released a state-
ment decrying the province’s recent elim-
ination of a long-standing coal policy that 
protected the mountains. 

“In my opinion”, he said, “it’s a very big 
threat to much of our fresh water and our 
landscape, and a terrible idea for Al-

berta’s long-term well-being.”  
On January 18 Energy Minister Sonya 

Savage acknowledged the mounting op-
position and announced the province was 
cancelling 11 coal leases and “pausing” 
future sales. But he is fooling no one. 
This represents .002% of land leased to 
coal operators. 

Meanwhile, signatures on two petitions 
on Facebook opposing the UPC govern-
ment’s pro-coal mining moves are past 
100,000. Last March, under cover of the 
escalating pandemic, Jason Kenney’s 
government quickly and quietly reversed 
the province’s 44-year-old Coal Policy. 

The visionary policy of former Premier 
Peter Lougheed states that most of the 
eastern slopes of the Rockies should re-
main off limits to mountain-top removal 
in order to protect water security, wildlife 
and the area’s beauty. 

Kenney, the least popular provincial 
premier in Canada and unapologetic de-
fender of earth-killing hydro carbon 
profits over climate survival, axed the 
coal policy and immediately opened up 
1.5 million hectares of the Rockies for 
coal development, including the head-
waters of major rivers in the South and 
North Saskatchewan river basins. 

Australian coal companies, which lob-
bied for the abolition of the policy, now 
hold leases covering approximately 
80,000 hectares in the southern and cen-
tral Rockies. 

The companies typically describe the 
Kenney government as “engaged and 
supportive” and plan to export metallur-
gical coal to China and other expanding 
industrial economies. 

In a December 2018 presentation, one 
Australian executive explained that two 
factors had drawn his company to Al-
berta: extremely low coal royalties, set at 
one per cent, and the stagnation of bi-
tumen mining, which made the Alberta 
government desperate for revenue. 

“It is all about the timing,” emphasized 
the executive, “particularly with the 
downturn with the oilsands sector. It 
makes our ability to produce this project 

on time, on budget a little easier.” 
While the Coal Association of Canada 

and the Australian miners congratulated 
the government for killing the Coal Pol-
icy, ranchers, tourist operators and envi-
ronmentalists asked why ordinary 
Albertans hadn’t been consulted. 

Corb Lund wasn’t the only prominent 
Albertan to sound the alarm last week. 
Fellow country music star Paul 
Brandt, tweeted that “Corb Lund is right. 
This is a big deal and a bad deal.”  

Celebrated singer K.D. Lang also joined 
in: “There is no doubt in my mind. Open-
ing the Rockies to coal mining is an irrep-
arable and short-sighted mistake.” 

Alarmed by the growing opposition, 
which now includes ranchers, irrigators, 
farmers, landowners and entire municipal 
districts, Environment Minister Jason 
Nixon launched a campaign to defend the 
government’s pro-coal policies. 

On Radio 770 CHQR he told host Dan-
ielle Smith, a former Wild Rose pol-
itician, that the Coal Policy was outdated 
and no longer needed.  

He added that companies still had to 
comply with the province’s “stringent 
regulations” and that “there will not be 
coal mines plastered all over the place.” 
A quick study indicates these are both 
blatant lies. 

Nixon did not tell listeners that he had 
written an Australian coal mining com-
pany in October 2019 promising to lower 
taxes and decrease red tape. 

Nor did he say that the government was 

changing water allocation rules in 

southern Alberta, after Benga Mining, a 
company owned by Australian billionaire 
Gina Rinehart, actively lobbied for those 
changes. 

Open-pit coal mines not only pollute 
local waterways with selenium and other 
toxic chemicals but consume enormous 
amounts of water. Many Albertans aren’t 
buying Nixon’s explanations. 

Last week, High River Mayor Craig 

Snodgrass and his town council sent 

a strong letter of opposition to Kenney, 
Nixon and Energy Minister Sonya Sav-
age. The letter asked for an immediate re-
instatement of the Coal Policy. 

Snodgrass noted that you can’t change 
a parking space in High River without 
public consultation, but somehow, it’s 
OK for the provincial government to re-
move a policy protecting vital water 
supplies for two million Albertans with-
out so much as a tweet. 

“The only people they talked to was the 
Coal Association of Canada and the coal 
companies, so that’s just wrong, it’s juve-
nile,” the mayor said. 

Ranchers and three First Nations will go 

to court this week seeking a judicial re-
view of the Kenney government’s deci-
sion to end the policy that protected the 
mountains. 

Nearly a dozen organizations, including 
one Australian coal company, want to in-
tervene in the case. The arrogant Kenney 
government has moved to strike down the 
application on the grounds that the gov-
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BY BARRY WEISLEDER 

The resignation, on January 21, of Gov-
ernor General (GG) and former astronaut 
Julie Payette, has the Canadian establish-
ment in a tizzy.  Her sudden exit comes 
in the wake of a damning report that 
found her and her top aide responsible for 
workplace harassment at Rideau Hall. 

What are we to make of this situation? 

The mainstream media and opposition 
parties are fixated on the failure of Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau to properly vet, 
in 2017, his evidently uncongenial ap-
pointee.  But this imbroglio is pregnant 
with another possibility.   

Why not abolish the GG, as well as the 
monarchy that the office so dutifully rep-
resents?  Consider this. 

Ottawa spent over $50 million (includ-
ing Payette’s salary of $300,000) on the 
office in 2018.   

That is to say nothing of the cost borne 
by each province to maintain a resident 
lieutenant governor who performs the 

same pointless ceremonial functions. 

What price reactionary protocol?  It’s 
not hard to think of many things on 
which better to spend the money.  How 
about housing the homeless, or vaccinat-
ing front line workers and the elderly? 

Julie Payette does not admit to any 
wrongdoing, although scores of her pub-
lic service employees beg to differ. She 
reduced many to tears on a daily basis.   

Arrogance and a rarefied sense of enti-
tlement seem to go with jobs at the top of 
the capitalist state.   

Nonetheless, it’s good to see some fruit 
of the generations of mass protests 
against elitism, sexism and racism—in-
tolerance of toxicity in the work place—
when it is doggedly exposed. 

“It doesn’t serve a great purpose now 
that the governor general has resigned to 
ascribe blame to individuals,” Queen’s 
Privy Council President Dominic Le-

Blanc told CBC.  Is this to save Payette, 
Trudeau, or the whole anachronistic 
setup? 

Trudeau said that Richard Wagner, the 
chief justice of the Supreme Court of Ca-
nada, will fulfill the duties of the gov-
ernor general on an interim basis, and that 
a recommendation on a permanent re-
placement will be made to Queen Eliza-
beth “in due course.” 

Wouldn’t it be supremely better simply 
to abolish the Governor General position, 
terminate the presence on Turtle Island of 
the oppressive, blood-soaked British 
monarchy, and while we’re at it, dispense 
with the appointed Senate?   

Remember that the Upper Chamber was 
created in 1867 to protect the men of 
property.  Canada’s first prime minister, 
John A. MacDonald, put it this way:  

“The rights of the minority must be pro-
tected, and the rich are always fewer in 

number than the poor.” (Confederation, 
Joseph Pope, 1895) 

Though labor bureaucrats and NDP par-
liamentarians are loath even to ponder it, 
the working class, when it takes charge, 
will surely sweep aside the feudal rem-
nants and all the parasites clinging to this 

malignant system.                                n 

“Her Highness” Julie Payette

Abolish the G.G., and the Monarchy too 

Will ‘Big Coal’ bulldoze 
Rocky Mountains Beauty? 
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BY GARY PORTER 

On January 7, MPs in Canada’s parlia-
ment urged the Justin Trudeau govern-
ment to designate Proud Boys a terrorist 
entity and to ban the organization in Ca-
nada. 

Sadly, the motion was introduced by 
New Democratic Party (NDP) 
Leader Jagmeet Singh; it passed with 
unanimous consent in the House of Com-
mons on January 25. 

It calls upon the government to “use all 
available tools to address the proliferation 
of white supremacist and hate 
groups starting with the immediate des-
ignation of the Proud Boys as a terrorist 
entity.” 

Singh, a civil rights lawyer, acts as a 
stooge for the Tories and Liberals, the 
Greens and the Bloc Quebecois to under-
mine civil rights. He urges that Parlia-
ment extend the power of the state to ban 
organizations. What could possibly go 
wrong?  History suggests that it was, at 
best, a foolish act, at worst a conscious 
betrayal. 

Alberta Premier Jason Kenney already 
obtained legislation to jail people who 
block a pipelines, highways or streets, for 
up to 10 years. A draconian punishment 
for exercising Charter rights, it has yet to 
be tested in the courts. 

This is not about supporting the Proud 
Boys.  

Consider who they are? Henry “En-
rique” Tarrio is the chairman of the Proud 
Boys, a far-right, neo-fascist, male-only 
sect that promotes and engages in politi-
cal violence in the United States and Ca-
nada. Tarrio, arrested in Florida in 2012, 
became a cop informer on drug and 
human smuggling cases for a few years.  
He helped put away 13 people, but no 
right-wing racist thugs among them.  

In 2016 he formed and became chair-
man of the Proud Boys, with the not-so-
subtle support of U.S. President Donald 
Trump. Tarrio claims he always informs 
the police before his group’s acts of vio-

lence and intimidation.  Videos that show 
the Proud Boys in action make it clear the 
police are there, for the most part, to pro-
tect the racist Proud Boys.   

Many violent racists and sexists among 
the cops are sympathizers, even 
members. The best way to get away with 
shooting Black people with no con-
sequence is to do it while wearing a cop 
uniform.  And yes, cops were involved in 
the riot at the U.S. Capitol on January 6.  

The state already has tools sufficient to 
deal with their crimes, if the cops and 
prosecutors choose to use them.  

With cops supporting, even joining the 
Proud Boys, and prosecutors who almost 
never charge cops with crimes, the cur-
rent system doesn’t work for the working 
class.  

More draconian laws will not end racist 
violence.   

But they will be used by anti-labour and 
equity loathing cops, prosecutors, and 
politicians, against Indigenous people, 
environmental groups, left wing and mil-
itant workers’ organizations, just to name 
a few.  

So why would Singh propose such a stu-
pid idea? Singh acts like a left liberal who 
has confidence in the capitalist state and 
trusts it to be even handed. He has no idea 
what poverty and insecurity are like. He 
is an affluent lawyer sharing in the privi-
leges of a capitalist parliament whose 
purpose is to “manage the affairs of the 
whole ruling class” as Marx famously 
wrote.  

The origins of anti-terrorism laws in the 

US, Canada and around the world are 
rooted in racism, jingoism and political 
opportunism.  They played an important 
role leading to the “War on Terror.”  

This has been the excuse for ever-ex-
panding state surveillance; a ruse for se-
cret trials and secret evidence, for the 
normalization of rendition, torture and in-
definite detention, and for the creation of 
government lists where it is easy to get 
on, but very difficult to get off.  And let’s 
not forget the internment of Japanese Ca-
nadians during WW2, and the use of the 
War Measures Act to unjustly jailing hun-
dreds of Quebec nationalists in 1970. 

So, what is the answer to organizations 
like the Proud Boys?   

Build the mass movements for social 
justice.  Oppose the divisions fostered by 
intentional capitalist policies.  Fight harsh 
discrimination against Indigenous, Black 
and other oppressed people, challenge 
bureaucratic and dehumanizing treatment 
of the poor and homeless. Confront dis-
crimination against women and 
LGBTQI+ folks.  

Systemic state sponsored oppression in-
duces racism and sexism from birth. It 
teaches us to blame the victims, not the 
capitalist profit system as the source of 
our problems. It creates spawning 
grounds for goon squads like the Proud 
Boys.  

Building strong, independent, mass 
movements undercut violent right-wing 
groups because they teach that capitalism 
is our common enemy, not one another.   

In addition, as mass movements mature, 
and become more experienced and better 
organized, they become far better able to 
physically defend the movement to stop 
right wing provocateurs from starting 
fights, or fires, or destruction that give the 
cops an excuse to attack the mass move-
ment.  

The capitalist state is not the cure for 
right wing violence, it is the cause. Mass 
protest action is the medicine. Socialism 

is the ultimate remedy.                         n 

No to State Anti-terrorism 
Laws! Yes to Mass Action! 

By Yves Engler    

For thousands of years folk wisdom has insisted 
that “you shall be known by the company you keep.” 
This is also true of states. 

A recent United Nations vote condemning the “glori-
fication of Nazism, neo-Nazism and other practices that 
contribute to fuelling contemporary forms of racism, ra-
cial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance” 
generated significant commentary on social media.  

The U.S. and Ukraine voted against the widely sup-
ported resolution while Canada, Australia, New Zealand 
and most European countries abstained. One commen-
tator tweeted that the countries who failed to condemn 
Nazism were “more or less the same coalition of stooges 
that recognized Juan Guaido” as president of Venezuela 
while another pointed out that it was similar to the co-
alition of “countries condemning China’s policies in 
Hong Kong.” Another connected it to NATO. 

These commentators hit on something fundamentally 
important. It is instructive to consider Canada’s UN 
votes and position on international issues through the 
lens of its many alliances. 

Canada is a leading member of North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO). Canada participated with the U.S. 
and Britain in the secret talks on creating a north Atlantic 
alliance and since NATO was established in 1949 has 
been one of its most active contributors. 

Canada is a member of the “Five Eyes” intelligence-
sharing arrangement. A series of post-World War Two 
accords, beginning with the 1946 UKUSA intelligence 
agreement, created the “AUS/CAN/NZ/UK/US EYES 
ONLY” arrangement. 

The Five Eyes partnership oozes of white supremacy. 
Settler-colonialism and empire unite an alliance that ex-
cludes wealthier non-white nations (Japan and South 
Korea) or those with more English speakers (India and 
Nigeria).  

It’s not a coincidence that the only four countries that 
originally voted against the United Nations Declaration 

on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) in 2007 
are part of the Five Eyes. 

Canada is a member of the Commonwealth. It was a 
member of the alliance when it only included Britain, 
Australia, New Zealand and apartheid South Africa. 

Canada is a member of the Group of Seven (G7) 
wealthy nations. It also has a permanent (constituency-
based) seat on the International Monetary Fund’s ex-

ecutive board. (Canada represents 10 Caribbean 
countries and Ireland on the IMF board). 

Canada is part of the Lima Group seeking to overthrow 
the Venezuelan government. Instigated by Canada and 
Peru in mid-2017, the Lima Group has successfully cor-
ralled regional support for the US-led campaign to oust 
President Nicolas Maduro. 

Canada is a member of the Core Group that heavily 
shapes Haitian affairs. Comprising the ambassadors of 
the US, France, Brazil and Spain, as well as representa-
tives of the EU and OAS, Core Group representatives 
meet regularly among themselves and with Haitian of-
ficials and periodically release collective statements on 
Haitian affairs.  

While formally established two months after the 2004 
US, France and Canada coup against President Jean–
Bertrand Aristide, Radio Canada’s Enquête pointed out 
that the Core Group was actually spawned at the Ot-
tawa initiative on Haiti.  

Held at the Meech Lake Government Resort on Janu-
ary 31 and February 1, 2003, no Haitian officials were 
invited to the private gathering where U.S., French, OAS 
and Canadian officials discussed overthrowing Haiti’s 
elected government, putting the country under UN trust-
eeship and recreating the Haitian military. 

Few countries are represented in as many powerful and 
openly interventionist coalitions. Canada’s different al-
liances suggest this country sits near the centre of global 

imperialism.                                                                 n 

Canada’s alliances show 
it is an imperialist power

Few countries are represented in  
as many powerful and openly  

interventionist coalitions.  
Canada’s different alliances  

suggest this country sits near the 
center of global imperialism. 

Canadian soldiers on patrol in Afghanistan
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BY ANN MONTAGUE  

President Biden has been signing nu-
merous Executive Orders. But a closer 
look shows they contain no immediate 
solutions. 

 Instead they merely refer issues to a 
governmental body or create a task force 
for further study. Immigration activists 
want immediate action on the most im-
portant issues of deportation, family sep-
aration and closing the private prisons 
used by Immigration and Customs En-
forcement (ICE). 

Deportations are continuing as Biden 
calls only for “review and planning”. 
Hundreds continue to be deported every 
week. Advocates are frustrated as they 
see the continuation of the same egre-
gious practices of Trump and Obama be-
fore him. 

Aura Bogado from the Center For In-
vestigative Reporting, notes that Pres-
ident Biden has called only for a 
“Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) Task Force” on family separation.  

She points out, “This is the same agency 

that separated children from their parents 
in the first place. Now they are the ones 
tasked with figuring out where these fam-
ilies are when they never had a reunifica-
tion plan in the first place? Biden 
campaigned on opposing family sep-
arations. The idea that we need a task 
force, when Biden has the House and the 
Senate rings hollow to a lot of people. If 
you compare Obama and Trump just on 
the numbers alone, one President de-
ported far more than the other, and that 
was Obama. So we will see what Biden 
does.” 

Erika Pinheiro, the Litigation Director 
of Al Otro Lado is assisting families on 
both sides of the border. She responds to 
media statements that there are 600 fam-
ilies who are separated. “There are well-
over 600 if you count children who have 
been put in foster care and parents who 
were forcibly deported.  

There could easily be over a thousand 
families. I was disappointed to see that 
the task force has 120 days until their first 
report. That is four months of study! We 
are in touch with families now! They 

have been vetted, they are ready to return. 
We have no indication that they will bring 
back the families who were deported 
without their children.” There is great 
concern among those already working to 
reunite families that the Task Force is 
more than a delay, it is just posturing. 

Bogado also points out that the Ex-
ecutive Order to end all new contracts 
with for profit private prison companies 
applies only to the Department Of Justice 
not ICE. 

Operation Streamline 

Immigration detention should never 
mean imprisonment because it was tech-
nically never a crime. They were being 
held on civil charges. But in 2005 through 
a joint initiative of the DHS and Depart-
ment of Justice they created a program 
called Operation Streamline.  

This fast tracked immigration offenses 
by providing for mass proceedings of un-
lawful border crossings in which as many 
as 80 persons were tried together in a sin-
gle hearing, generally pleading guilty en 
masse. The first entry was a misdemeanor 

punished by 6 months in prison. Reentry 
became a felony punished by up to 20 
years. Prior to Operation Streamline they 
would have been returned to their home 
country unless they had committed a fel-
ony. 

The immigrant rights organization in 
Tucson, Derechos Humanos for years has 
encouraged everyone to sit in a court-
room to observe Operation Streamline . 
It is indeed shocking to watch as large 
groups of men who are shackled to each 
other come before the judge without a 
lawyer. They were given a plea agree-
ment to sign prior to walking into the 
courtroom. They are sentenced and now 
have a prison record. Then they are sent 
to private prisons.  

Operation Streamline and the criminal-
ization of immigrants has made record 
profits for corporations like the GEO 
Group and Corrections Corporation of 
America. It is doubtful that an executive 
order will end either Operation Stream-
line, the criminalization of immigrants or 
the private prison system. 

More than 160 immigration and crim-
inal justice groups across the country are 
calling for an end to Operation Stream-
line, mass sentencing and for a suspen-
sion of unauthorized entry and re entry 
prosecution.  

They want the termination of DHS con-
tracts with private prisons. They describe 
the current system, “ There are 80-90 men 
who are brought into courtrooms and 
asked to plead to charges in English, then 
sentenced without the facts and denying 
their right to a fair hearing and due pro-
cess.” They advocate for replacing deten-
tion with immigration services and access 
to counsel. 

Thousands of people have protested the 
inhumane treatment of immigrants for the 
last four years. Appointing a task force to 
study immigration reform continues the 
human misery. Everyone must join the 
fight 

End Deportations 
Reunite Families 
End Operation Streamline 
Abolish ICE 
Close all private profit prisons  

POR ANN MONTEGUE 

El presidente Biden ha estado firmando 
numerosas órdenes ejecutivas. Pero una 
mirada más cercana muestra que no con-
tienen soluciones inmediatas.  

En su lugar, simplemente remiten los 
problemas a un organismo gubernamental 
o crean un grupo de trabajo para su estu-
dio adicional. Los activistas pro inmigra-
cion quieren acción inmediata sobre los 
temas más importantes: deportación, sep-
aración familiar y cierre de las prisiones 
privadas utilizadas por el Servicio de In-
migracion y Control de Aduanas (ICE, 
por sus siglas en inglés).  

Las deportaciones continúan ya que 
Biden solo pide “revisión y planifica-
ción”. Cientos continúan siendo deporta-
dos cada semana. Los defensores se 
sienten frustrados al ver la continuación 
de las mismas prácticas atroces de Trump 
y Obama antes que él.  

Aura Bogado del Center for Investi-
gative Reporting (Centro por el Reportero 
Investigativo), señala que el presidente 
Biden solo ha pedido un “Grupo de tra-
bajo del Departamento de Seguridad Na-
cional (DHS, por sus siglas en inglés)” 
sobre la separación familiar.  

Ella señala: “Esta es la misma agencia 
que separó a los niños de sus padres en 
primer lugar. ¿Ahora son ellos los encar-
gados de averiguar dónde están estas 
familias cuando, en primer lugar, nunca 

tuvieron un plan de reunificación? Biden 
hizo campaña para oponerse a las sep-
araciones familiares. La idea de que nece-
sitamos un grupo de trabajo, cuando 
Biden tiene la Cámara y el Senado, suena 
hueca para mucha gente. Si comparas a 
Obama y Trump solo en números, un 
presidente deportó mucho más que el 
otro, y ese fue Obama. Así que veremos 
qué hace Biden”.  

Erika Pinheiro, directora de litigios de 
Al Otro Lado, está ayudando a familias 
en ambos lados de la frontera. Ella re-
sponde a las declaraciones de los medios 
de comunicación de que hay 600 familias 
separadas. “Hay más de 600 si se cuentan 
los niños que han sido puestos en hogares 
de crianza y los padres que fueron depor-
tados por la fuerza. Fácilmente podría 
haber más de mil familias.  

Me decepcionó ver que el grupo de tra-
bajo tiene 120 días hasta su primer in-
forme. ¡Son cuatro meses de estudio! 
Estamos en contacto con las familias 
ahora! Han sido examinados, están listos 
para regresar.  

No tenemos ninguna indicación de que 
traerán de regreso a las familias que fue-
ron deportadas sin sus hijos”. Existe una 
gran preocupación entre quienes ya están 
trabajando para reunir a las familias de 
que el Grupo de Trabajo sea más que una 
demora, es solo una pose.  

Bogado también señala que la Orden 
Ejecutiva para poner fin a todos los nue-

vos contratos con empresas carcelarias 
privadas con fines de lucro se aplica sólo 
al Departamento de Justicia, no al ICE.  

Operación Streamline 

La detención de inmigrantes nunca debe 
significar encarcelamiento porque técni-
camente nunca fue un crimen. Estaban 
detenidos por cargos civiles. Pero en 
2005, a través de una iniciativa conjunta 
del DHS y el Departamento de Justicia, 
se creó un programa llamado Operación 
Streamline. 

 Esto aceleró los delitos de inmigracion 
al proporcionar procedimientos básicos 
de cruces fronterizos ilegales en los que 
hasta 80 personas fueron juzgadas juntas 
en una sola audiencia, generalmente de-
clarándose culpables en masa. La primera 
entrada fue un delito menor sancionado 
con 6 meses de prisión. La reentrada se 
convirtió en un delito grave castigado con 
hasta 20 años de prisión. Antes de la Op-
eración Streamline, habían sido devueltos 
a su país de origen a menos que hubieran 
cometido un delito grave.  

La organización de derechos de los in-
migrantes en Tucson, Derechos Hu-
manos, durante años ha alentado a todos 
a sentarse en una sala del tribunal para 
observar la Operación Streamline. De 
hecho, es impactante ver cómo grandes 
grupos de hombres encadenados entre sí 
se presentan ante el juez sin un abogado. 
Se les dio un acuerdo de declaración de 
culpabilidad para firmar antes de entrar a 

la sala del tribunal. Están sentenciados y 
ahora tienen antecedentes penales. Luego 
son enviados a prisiones privadas. Oper-
ación Streamline y la criminalización de 
inmigrantes han generado ganancias ré-
cord para corporaciones como GEO 
Group y Corrections Corporation of 
America. Es dudoso que una orden eje-
cutiva acabe con la Operación Stream-
line, la criminalización de los inmigrantes 
o el sistema penitenciario privado.  

Más de 160 grupos de inmigración y 
justicia penal en todo el país están pi-
diendo el fin de la Operación Streamline, 
las sentencias masivas y la suspensión de 
los enjuiciamientos por entrada y rein-
greso no autorizados. Quieren la rescisión 
de los contratos del DHS con las pri-
siones privadas. Describen el sistema ac-
tual: “Hay entre 80 y 90 hombres que son 
llevados a los tribunales y se les pide que 
se declaren culpables en inglés, luego son 
sentenciados sin los hechos y negando su 
derecho a una audiencia justa y al debido 
proceso”. Abogan por reemplazar la de-
tención con servicios de inmigracion y 
acceso a un abogado. 

Miles de personas han protestado por el 
trato inhumano de los inmigrantes du-
rante los últimos cuatro años. El nombra-
miento de un grupo de trabajo para 
estudiar la reforma migratoria no acaba 
con la miseria humana. Todos deben un-
irse a la lucha.  

Poner fin a las deportaciones.  

Reunificar a las familias 

Acabar con la Operación Streamline 

Abolir al ICE 

Cerrar todas las cárceles privadas con 
fines lucrativos

(continued from page 9)

Activists Demand Immediate  
End To Deportations, Reunite Families! 

Activistas exigen el fin inmediato a las  
deportaciones ¡Por la reunificación familiar! 
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nomic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) in 2018 estimated that in real 
terms, farmers’ incomes increased by just 
two per cent in a year. Other independent 
policy experts believe farmers’ incomes 
in real terms have remained stagnant or 
even declined for several decades. Since 
neo-liberal reforms were launched in 
India in 1992, economic disparity has 
been increasing.  

A recent Oxfam report revealed that 
India’s richest one per cent holds more 
than four-times the wealth held by the 
bottom 70 percent of the country’s pop-
ulation; meanwhile the total wealth of all 
the billionaires of the country is more 
than the country’s annual budget.  

The Modi Sarkar regime is aggressively 
pushing for an intensified neo-liberal 
agenda by amending the labor laws, ad-
ditional relief to the corporate sector, pri-
vatization and allowing foreign direct 
investment in all sectors.  

With the “One Nation, One Market” slo-
gan, Modi is fueling nationalism to cor-
poratize the economy through various 
programs like the Jan Dhan Initiative. 
Since “Independence” Indian capitalism’s 
growth was mainly based upon state in-
terventions in the economy. Today every-
thing seems to be operating in reverse, 
with the private sector prioritized.  

While India is facing its worst crisis, ap-

parently due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and a collapsing economy, the Modi gov-
ernment is aggressively pushing for pri-
vatization with the Finance Ministry 
preparing plans to sell major state-owned 
assets over the next five years. This is the 
main reason the government is not invest-
ing in the economy, but rather distancing 
itself.  

The government needed to invest 6.39 
billion rupees ($86 billion) in the agricul-
tural sector to save it but instead reduced 
its funding. In many Indian states direct 
government-funded cash transfer pro-
grams have also been halted. Similarly, 
data on both public and private invest-
ments shows market declines. Private in-
vestors are more inclined to invest in 
stock markets, property or digital indus-
tries. 

Farmers protest largest in history 

The farmers’ struggle is a very remark-
able movement as the country’s “strong-
man” Modi, with all the power at his 
disposal, is still unable to contain it. The 
movement has garnered international sol-
idarity. Students’ organizations, trade 
unions and civil society are also partici-
pating in solidarity.  

The ever-growing farmers’ movement is 
attracting large sections of population. 
Despite all its heroism and bravado there 
are some visible movement limitations. 
Although communist parties and trade 

unions are participating, they lack a deci-
sive action or program. 

Critical limitations of the struggle 

It is clear that the peasantry does have 
critical limitations. It includes different 
layers from some big landowners to me-
dium landowners and poor landless agri-
cultural laborers.  

 Only six percent of the farmers can sell 
their produce directly to government 
agencies. A large portion of farmers still 
consists of landless farmers. According to 
a 2015-16 agriculture ministry survey, 
more than 85 percent of farmers have less 
than two hectares (five acres) of land. 
Fewer than one in 100 farmers own over 
10 hectares.  

Debt among farmers is rising. The Na-
tional Bank for Agriculture and Rural De-
velopment reported in 2018 that 52.5 
percent of all agricultural households 
were indebted with an average debt of 
$1,470.  

Suicides among farmers are rampant; 
National Crime Records Bureau suggests 
that every day 28 farmers commit suicide 
in India. The top six states, Maharashtra, 
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pra-
desh, Telangana, and Chhattisgarh ac-
count for 83 per cent of all the farmers’ 
suicides. Due to the large informal Indian 
economy, most of the hard-earned 
farmers’ profits go to paying off high-in-
terest rate debts to private moneylenders. 
In the end, the farmer ends up selling his 
land to pay off the debts. 

The leadership of the current movement 
wants to confine the struggle to the de-
mands of the landed farmers only. Their 
demands do not take into account the in-
terests of poor peasants, agriculture la-
borers and artisans. They have little or no 
concern for issues like minimum wage 
rates, debt forgiveness, natural calamities 
relief, or water shortages.  

Many small landholders also work in 
big cities at kitchens and restaurants to 
supplement their income. Recently, 
COVID lockdowns have rendered the 
worst effects on their livelihoods.  

While the Indian State attempted to de-
stroy the feudal system by abolishing the 
Zamindari system in the country, even 
today many regions and areas of the 
county act to perpetuate the oppressive 
feudal system. In large parts of India, 
remnants of the worst forms of slavery 
are still visible. 

While the nationalist elements aim to 
confine this movement to the interests of 
a tiny fraction of the well-off farmers’ 
community, the movement has sought to 
more broadly align with the working 
class, agricultural laborers and other 
layers of society on a clear class-based 
program. 

 It is no doubt that this movement has 
given an enormous impetus to recent 
struggles. Indian workers are already 
struggling against privatization, contro-
versial amendments in labor laws, and de-
clining wages. The 24-hour strike was an 
initial and vital expression of worker-
farmer unity. But the need to consolidate 
India’s diverse struggles into large deci-
sive long-term movements remains a crit-
ical future objective.  

Limited role of communist parties 

India’s communist parties are participat-
ing in strikes, protests and movements but 
their role is more akin to spectators rather 
than leading vanguard forces. It is only 
the working class that can lead other 
layers of society for a significant radical 
change.  

But communist parties today have 
largely reduced themselves to electoral 
politics; any challenge to the capitalist 
order itself is far from their agenda. 

India has a rich history of working-
class and peasantry revolts. During the 
colonial era peasant revolts shook the 
very core of British imperialism. Even 
“Independent India” has seen many tre-
mendous farmers’ movements.  

However, the degeneration of left-wing 
political parties has allowed room for the 
emergence of guerrilla outfits like the 
Naxal movement that emerged from the 
peasant movements but later spurned po-
litical struggle in favor of  self-isolating 
guerrilla warfare tactics.  

The current farmers’ movement has 
shaken the very core of Indian society. 
The bravery of farmers and their allies 
has set new precedents. Today, the unity 
of the working class and farmers is on the 
agenda.  

Turning this movement into an open 
challenge to capitalist rule, engaging 
India’s vast millions to defend their own 
interests, can pave the way to a rev-
olutionary struggle to replace minority 
capitalist rule with a socialist society that 
advances human needs as opposed to cap-

italist catastrophe.                             n 

BY SUZANNE REINER 

(Introduction: Late in the afternoon of 
Jan. 27, after the announcement of the 
publication by the Polish government of 
the verdict of the Constitutional Court on 
abortion, the National Women’s Strike 
called for nationwide protests. Two hours 
later women and their allies mobilized in 
mass protests in 48 cities across the coun-
try. On Jan. 28 the journal Gazeta Wy-
borcza reported  that “There is no other 
force in Poland able to mobilize like this 
under the conditions of a deadly pan-
demic and in the heart of winter.” 
In violation of the law, the government, 
fearful of mass opposition, had delayed 
publication of the verdict for nearly three-
months. Zbigniew Marcin Kowalewski, 
Poland) 

Poland’s divisive new abortion law, 
which effectively outlaws the practice, 
went into effect late on Wednesday, Jan. 
27. Overnight, protests erupted across the 
country and continued in the days that 
followed. 

Thousands took to the streets to protest 
against the near-total ban on abortion. 
The controversial law was published in 

Poland’s Journal of Laws, the last step on 
its route to becoming law. 

Demonstrators shouted slogans and held 
placards including, “I think, I feel, I de-
cide!” and “Freedom of choice without 
terror!” Protesters in the capital city of 
Warsaw lit red flares, waved rainbow 

flags and halted traffic. 
Wanda Nowicka, a member of Poland’s 

Left party, said that the ruling govern-
ment hadn’t yet won “this war against 
women.” Poland’s human rights commis-
sioner said the move signaled that the 
state wanted to torture women and risk 

their lives. 

Marta Lempart, a member of Women’s 
Strike, the coalition initiating the protests, 
called for everyone to take to the streets. 
She added that the publication of the rul-
ing was a “crime against women.” 

The law, which restricts abortion to 
cases of rape, incest and when the 
mother’s life is in danger, was approved 
by the Polish Constitutional Court in Oc-
tober, sparking nationwide protests. The 
law states that abortions in the case of 
fetal abnormalities are “incompatible” 
with Poland’s constitution.  

The government has consistently sup-
ported the court’s verdict, saying that it 
would halt what it called “eugenic abor-
tions,” referring to the termination of fe-
tuses with Down’s Syndrome. 

Though opponents have accused the 
Catholic and conservative ruling Law and 
Justice Party (PiS) of pressuring the court 
in its approval, party leaders say this is 
not the case. Poland, a staunchly Catholic 
country, already had some of the strictest 
abortion laws in the European Union be-
fore approval of the newly tightened 
measures.  

Fewer than 2,000 legal abortions are 
performed in Poland each year, with 
many doctors refusing to perform the op-
eration because of religious convictions.  

Women’s groups estimate that as many 
as 200,000 more Polish women seek 
abortions each year, either abroad or ille-

gally at home.                                               n 

Thousands protest as abortion 
law comes into effect in Poland 

Thousands poured onto the streets of Warsaw to protest new anti-abortion law.

... India’s farmers keep mobilizing

(continued from page 14)

https://www.dw.com/en/poland-delays-abortion-block-amid-nationwide-protests/a-55491323
https://www.dw.com/en/your-body-is-a-battleground-iconic-pro-choice-poster-returns-to-poland/a-56002175
https://www.dw.com/en/polands-catholic-church-admits-clergy-sexually-abused-hundreds-of-children/a-47925597
https://www.dw.com/en/polands-catholic-church-admits-clergy-sexually-abused-hundreds-of-children/a-47925597
https://www.dw.com/en/polands-catholic-church-admits-clergy-sexually-abused-hundreds-of-children/a-47925597
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SSOOCCIIAALLIISSTT ACTION

BY UMAR SHAHID 

(The article below by Umar Shahid is an 
update of the historic January 26 mobi-
lizations in India against the neoliberal 
policies of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. The previous strike/protest of No-
vember 26, 2020, the “Bharat Bandh”— 
meaning the 24-hour closure of—in-
cluded a monumental 250 million partic-
ipants! 

See “India Strike Wave is Biggest in 
World History,” Socialist Action January 
2021 by Marty Goodman.  

The current article references India’s 
two large workers parties, the Communist 
Party of India and the Communist Party 
of India (Marxist), both of which are 
steeped in the historic reformism of Sta-
linism, ever in pursuit of electoral alli-
ances with capitalist parties like the 
Congress Party, India’s pre-and post in-
dependence party of the national capital-
ist class.  

The current rationale for supporting 
such disastrous multi-class electoral alli-
ances is the danger posed by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and his reactionary 
righ-wingt Hindu party, the BJP (Bhara-
tiya Janata Party). 

The Indian farmers’ struggle entered a 
new phase on January 26 when breaking 
through police barricades and sweeping 
through all hurdles, farmers managed to 
enter Red Fort and wave their farmer 
union flags. Red Fort is a Mughal-era 
relic, viewed as a power symbol in India. 
Every year on “Independence” Day, Au-
gust 15, the Indian Prime Minister hoists 
the Indian national flag there and delivers 
a speech from its ramparts. This year on 
Republic Day, the world saw a different 
scene.  

The Center of Dehli became a battle-
ground between farmers and security 
forces. Violent clashes left one person 
dead and many injured. Due to these 
clashes, Indian farmers called off a march 
to parliament on February 1st and the 
leaders also condemned the violence.  

One farmer told The Guardian, “We 
have been protesting for the last six 
months but the government didn’t bother 
to listen to us; our ancestors have charged 
this fort several times in history. This was 
a message to the government that we can 
do it again and more than this if our de-
mands are not met.” 

Indian farmers are protesting against 
three controversial agriculture laws, the 

Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce 
Act, the Farmers Agreement on Price As-
surance and Farm Services Act, and the 
Essential Commodities Act. These laws 
are aimed at corporatizing the agricultural 
sector, eliminating Agricultural Produce 
Market Committees (APMCs) subjecting 
prices to the mercy of market forces.  

Price supports out the window 

They curtail the farmers’ right to chal-
lenge contract disputes in court and en-
courage stockpiling and other measures 
designed to the advantage big capitalists. 

The basic purpose of APMCs has been 
to ensure that all farmers’ produce be 
brought to designated market yards and 
then sold through auction, the practice 
followed since the independence of India. 
This ensured a minimum support price 
(MSP) set by the government for a 
farmer’s harvest.  

The state-run Food Corporation of India 
(FCI) is the largest procurer and distribu-
tor of food grains; it contracts for 15 to 
20 per cent of India’s wheat output and 
12 to 15 per cent of its rice output an-
nually.  

This provides food through various gov-
ernment-run welfare arrangements at sub-
sidized rates that help poorer sections of 
society. The difference between MSP and 
subsidized rates is paid by the govern-
ment. It is no coincidence that the largest 
FCI operations are in the Punjab state.  

The epicenters of the current farmer’s 
movement have been in Punjab and Ha-
ryana. These two states constitute three 
per cent of India’s land area but produce 
close to 50 per cent of its surplus of rice 
and wheat. 

The new laws will benefit large-scale re-
tailers and capitalists. Small and marginal 
farmers will face disaster. The Indian 
State of Bihar is a perfect example of the 
consequences of implementing nation-
wide these new laws. Fifteen years ago 
the government’s dismantling of its pro-
curement infrastructures and establish-
ment of “open” markets in Bihar saw 

farmers forced to sell their rice at $16 per 
100 kilograms on the “open” market 
whereas farmers in Punjab sold the same 
quantities of rice at the government sub-
sidized rate of $25. 

Soon after the introduction of these laws 
in September farmers started the cam-
paign for “Rail Roko” (Stop the Trains), 
from September 24 to October 23, 2020. 
Farmers successfully halted train services 
by laying and protesting on railway 
tracks. With no response from their state 
governments, they moved to pressure the 
central government. Millions of farmers 
across India heeded the call for Delhi 
Chalo (Farmers’ march towards Delhi, 
capital of India).  

Since the end of November, Indian 
farmers successfully established town-
ships outside Delhi via mass sit-ins. On 
November 26, 2020, Bharat Bandh (Clo-
sure of India, a 24-hour strike) was called 
against the controversial labor and agri-
culture laws. 250 million farmers and 
workers participated.  

Since then, farmers have maintained 
their blockade of Delhi. Opposition 
parties and several showbizz celebrities 
have expressed their support for their 
struggle. Their movement has become a 
national focal point highlighting the 
plight of all Indian workers and farmers. 

Modi regime retreats for the moment 

The right-wing media has played a scan-
dalous role as the hired agents of the rul-
ing class by projecting the farmers as 
terrorists, acting on foreign agendas 
aimed at destabilizing the country. 
Farmers have been branded separatists, 
misled by political parties. Police have 
prevented them from moving towards 
Delhi. They have been pilloried as “reck-
less” for taking on the government’s 
might.  

While the government has attempted to 
break their unity, the farmers have dem-
onstrated an unprecedented resilience. 
The government has charged that oppo-
sition political parties are trying to sab-

otage political stability. 
But the government has backed off, at 

least for the moment, proposing to sus-
pend these laws for 18 months and to in-
clude some concessions. The farmers, 
however, are demanding the total repeal 
of all these laws and the convocation of a 
special session of parliament to do so. In 
the second week of January, the Indian 
Supreme Court rushed to save face for the 
ruling class by suspending the implemen-
tation of the three laws until further notice 
and establishing a committee to review 
the matter.  

However, The All India Kisan Sang-
harsh Coordination Committee rejected 
the formation of this committee because 
its members included the same people 
who are known for their support to the 
three new laws. 

The Farmers’ Demands Include: 
• Convene a special Parliament session 

to repeal the farm laws. 
• Mandate minimum support price 

(MSP) and state procurement of crops a 
legal obligation. 

• Assure that the conventional procure-
ment system remains. 

• Implement Swaminathan Panel Report 
and peg MSP at least 50 percent more 
than weighted average cost of production. 

• Cut diesel prices for agricultural use 
by 50 percent.                                                         

• Repeal the Commission on Air Quality 
Management in NCR and the adjoining 
Ordinance 2020 and remove punishment 
and fines for stubble burning.   

• Release farmers arrested for burning 
paddy stubble in Punjab. 

• Abolish the Electricity Ordinance 
2020. 

• Center should not interfere in state 
subjects, decentralization in practice. 

• Withdraw all charges against and re-
lease of farmer leaders 

Class struggle in the countryside 

Agriculture remains a predominant oc-
cupation in India. According to the World 
Bank, more than 40 percent of India’s 
workforce is engaged in agriculture. It 
provides a livelihood to nearly 70 per 
cent of the country’s 1.3 billion people. 
Water shortages, natural calamities, debt, 
increasing input costs, double-digit infla-
tion combined with manslaughter by mul-
tinational companies have ruined the 
lives of countless farmers.  

A report by the Organization for Eco-
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India’s farmers rise against Modi regime 

(continued on page 13)

TThhee  ccuurrrreenntt  ffaarrmmeerrss’’  mmoovveemmeenntt  hhaass  sshhaakkeenn  tthhee  
vveerryy  ccoorree  ooff  IInnddiiaann  ssoocciieettyy..  TThhee  bbrraavveerryy  ooff  

ffaarrmmeerrss  aanndd  tthheeiirr  aalllliieess  hhaass  sseett  nneeww    
pprreecceeddeennttss..  TTooddaayy,,  tthhee  uunniittyy  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrkkiinngg  

ccllaassss  aanndd  ffaarrmmeerrss  iiss  oonn  tthhee  aaggeennddaa..    


